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Are you afraid of the Internet? 


It's understandable, the uncertainty. 

But accessing the Internet has never been easier. Say hello 
to AI&T WorldNet™ Managed Internet Service. The product of an 
alliance with BBN Planet, the leading provider of Internet services. 

AT&T WorldNet Service helps you set up, manage and 
maintain dedicated access with confidence. Round-the-clock 
monitoring helps ensure you're always on-line. | 

Consult your AT&T representative for a solution that fits your 
business needs. Find us at http://www.att.com/worldnet/wmis. 
Or call 1 800 831-5259 for more information. We'll be happy to 
shed some light on the subject. 
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LETTERS 


‘Where To 


What are you saying about us? Look here 


Wetcome To NETPOWER! - 


Learn how to use The Net's CD-ROM, which is chock-full of Web 
museum sites, plus examples of digital storytelling and entries from 
past issues of The Blue Pages. 


CoLUuMNS 


9 David Sobel celebrates the anonymous quality of the net, where 
individuals can be judged regardless of appearance or social 
standing. 


10 Stevan Alburty remembers Dr. Jonas Salk, whose polio vaccine 
saved uncountable lives. Will the net have a similar, fundamentally 
valuable impact on society? 


1 St. Jude envisions Reverse Social Engineering, in which hackers 
will write viruses to pulse the social system. 


12-22 The latest and greatest on the companies, technologies, 
products, toys, deals, and alliances that will enhance and/or 
impede your online experience. 
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STORYTELLING IN THE Dicita AcE 


The debut of the World Wide Web has 
introduced a low-cost publishing 
medium to storytellers. But the best 
storytelling Web sites must still follow 
the traditional conventions of telling a 
story, says Mark Petrakis. 

If you have the netPOWER CD-ROM, 
check out the digital stories on it!! 
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It’s a first. Unlimited Internet access for the 
flat rate of $19.95 per month from a major 


national access provider... no other charges. 


Call now for your free software and we'll give 
you 14 days to use Pipeline USA 


absolutely free. 
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: lam amazed that people cannot 
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_ World Wide Web are exactly the 
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Wyoming. 
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(The Net 05) was really crammed 
with useful information. But 


unpleasant Palins oft this kind 
when reading a book published 
by Bantam Doubleday Dell (a 
Bertelsmann subsidiary), listen- 
ing to Elvis (RCA is a label of 
BMG, the Bertelsmann Music 
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which loads automatically. 


Eudora, Free Agent, and 
Trumpet Telnet load the same 
yay, automatically and trans- 
arently. Pretty cool, huh? 
Bob Toomey 
btoomey@ix.netcom.c 


at the click of a but n. 
online time is very helpful and | 


_ Jay Graham 
Clubsoda@interserv. com 


Hey, the first is issue was GREAT! 
e second issue was even bet- 


‘| Well, the third issue came as 


a surprise to me. It had a 
| thought, “Wow, a disk, 
eat!!!” So | threw the 
) my shopping cart. When 
ome, | threw the disk 
rive. | was asked: “This 
a Macintosh disk. 
ou like to reformat it?” 
need a $15 program to 
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corrections 


The cover illustration for the 
November issue (The Net 
06) was created by Bill 
Barminski. Thanks, Bill, for 
doing such a great job! 


The Firearms and Liberty 
Page has moved. Its new 
URL is http://www. 
shadeslanding.com/ 
firearms.htm 


Internet service provider 
Global Connect, Inc. does 
not provide toll-free ser- 
vice, as reported in the July 
issue (02), page 61. 
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“Should | use an online service or have full access to the Internet?” With 


® 


ernet solution. 


you have 


the freedom of both! Browse the participate in and shop online, 


graphics and files, send explore the resources on CompuServe and more! You also 


get the best-selling book, The Whole Internet User’s Guide, making this the one 


to buy. Jump on today and you'll be up to speed on the Internet in record time. 


“BEST PRODUCTS OF 1994” 


SPRY/Internet Division 


3 16 OCCIDENTAL AVENUE SOUTH, SEATTLE, WA 98! 04 
19 gS FAX (206) 447-9008 
1-800-557-9614 ext.53 — 
UARY 10, 1995 oho . 
= e-mail: iboxinfoS3@spry.com. 
©1995 CompuServe Incorporated. All rights reserved. Internet In A Box and SPRY are trademarks of CompuServe Incorporated. 


All other names are registered trademarks or trademarks of their respective companies. Part No. CS$-00022 (7/95) 


web: http://www.spry.com 


DIGITAL STORIES: 


Mark Petrakis’ feature story, 
“Once Upon a Time: Storytelling 
in the Digital Age,” on page 56 
of this issue, introduces you to 
storytelling techniques. This 
months netPOWER CD-ROM 
illustrates these techniques with 
digital stories made at the San 
Francisco Digital Media Center 
(SFDMC), the American Film 
Institute, and the Southeast 
Media Institute. Instructors like 
Dana Atchley, whose digital 
postcard series is also on the CD, 
teach how to create digital 
movies out of their home movies 
and photographs. Patrick 
Milligan, who created the 
application on the CD, works 
with the SFDMC to create 
showcases of the center s work. 


Before you run this portion of 


CD, and agree to its contents. 


To run the program in 
Windows, open file manager, 
select your CD-ROM drive, and 
double-click on “STORY.EXE . 
Hardware you'll need: 

* Pentium-based PC, 486- 
PC, or a fast 386-based PC 
running Microsoft Windc 


_ __ @) Rearrange On Close 


the CD-ROM, you must read the _ 
license.txt at the root level of the _ 


Welcome to netPower 


* QuickTime™ for Windowsf 

* A sound board 

* A video board compatible with 
Microsoft Windows and capable 
of displaying 256 colors ona 
640 pixel by 480 pixel monitor 
- At least 8 MB total RAM 

T If you do not have QuickTime™ 
installed, open File Manager, select your 
CD-ROM drive, and double-click on 
“QTINSTAL.EXE”. 


on a Macintosh, this program 
looks best in thousands of 
colors. If your system is capable 
of displaying thousands of 
colors, double-click on the 
“STORY in Thousands of Colors” 
icon. If your monitor displays 
256 colors, double-click on 

the “STORY” icon. 
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e 
i Identify 


ag 


Drag monitors and menubar to rearrange desktop. 


C Rearrange On Restart 


you'll need: 
ocessor or later, 


at If you do not have 
QuickTime™ installed, 
open up the QuickTime™ 
2.1 folder, select the 


QuickTime™ components, 


QuickTime and 
the QuickTime 
Logo © 1995 ACI, 
used under 


license. 


LOCAL WEB: 

This month’s disc’s local Web 
pages include more than 2,000 
links from The Blue Pages, plus 
hundreds of images from the 
Library of Congress, the State 
Museum of Illinois, and others. 


To access the Web pages on 
the CD-ROM from Windows: 


1. Open your Web browser. 

2. Choose “Open local” or 
“Open file” from the File menu. 
(Note: If you are a Pipeline NY 
customer, you will need to use a 
different browser, as Pipeline’s 
browser does not allow you to 
open local files.) 

3. Choose “D:\START.HTM” 
(assuming D: is your CD drive). 


To access the Web pages on the 
CD-ROM from Macintosh: 


|. Open your Web browser. 

2. Choose “Open local” or “Open 
file” from the file menu. 

3. Click on the “desktop” button, 
open “netPOWER,” and then 
open “START.HTM.” 


Missing the netPOWER CD-ROM? 


If you're a subscriber but are not getting the CD-ROM version of The Net, and you 
want it, all you have to do is renew your subscription at the disc version rate of 


$39.95. Your current subscription will be upgraded at no additional charge. Just call 
customer service at 303 661 1856, or e-mail subscriptions@thenet-usa.com, to 
request this change. 


; 
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he now-famous New Yorker cartoon depicts a dog typing 
away at a Computes keyboard. “On the Internet, nobody 
, knows you're a dog,” he says to his less net-savvy canine 
: “companion. Indeed, one of the Internet’s greatest attributes is that it pro- 
vides a uniquely level playing field. It’s a truly democratic environment, 
_ where individuals are judged by the quality of their ideas and communi- 
cations skills, regardless of appearance or social standing. In short, the 
. ability to communicate anonymously is one of the key ingredients that 
makes the net what it is. 
_ ~ But not everyone thinks this is a good thing. Increasingly, anonymity 
is coming under attack. Law enforcement officials warm that untraceable 
communications could facilitate the commission of the “perfect crime” — 
| perhaps a terrorist’ s threat broadcast anonymously over the net. Copyright 
holders fear that their intellectual property will be uploaded surrep- 
_ titiously, leaving them with little legal recourse. 
And online service providers are concerned that 
- they will be held responsible for libelous or 
: pornographic material emanating anony- 
_ miously ine their systems. ~~ 


Benes 


. Two recent incidents tinea the growing tension. Ina 
case widely discussed on the net, the Church of Scientology obtained a 
court order to learn the true identity of an individual who had anony- 
 mously posted some of the church’s secret (and copyrighted) material toa 
Usenet newsgroup. The poster’s identity was retrieved from an “anony- 
mous remailer” system in Finland, a site that had been considered a reli- 
able means of stripping the originating e-mail address from a message. 
This is believed to be the first time that anonymity. has been breached on 
such a system. (The details of this incident can be obtained at 
http://www.otol.fi/kp/presse.html). 
_ A lawsuit filed in Chicago raises the issue in a different context. In 
that case, the owner of a Caribbean resort sued America Online, seeking 
_ the identity of an unnamed author who allegedly defamed the establish- 
ment ina posting on AOL. According to the resort’s attorney: “It is impor- 
tant that people not be able to adopt fictitious names with the expectation 
: that they aren't going to be held accountable for what they say on the 
. computer screen.” An interesting proposition, but where does the law 
stand on this sticky question? 
__. While these cases are among the first to address the issue of online 
anonymity, existing judicial precedents suggest that the First Amendment 
protects the right to conceal one’s identity. In a case decided earlier this 
year, the U.S. Supreme Court firmly upheld the right to distribute unsigned 
political leaflets. In so doing, the Court recognized that there is a long tra- 
dition BOF augertyites an aia 


DA vid 2. bef (abelepic org) is a legal counsel to the Electronic Privacy 
- Information Center, based in Washington, D.C. 


irrelevance of 
Being a Dog 


“Great works of literature have frequently been pro- 
duced by authors writing under assumed names... The 
decision in favor of anonymity may be motivated by 
fear of economic or official retaliation, by concern 
about social ostracism, or merely by a desire to pre- 
serve as much of one’s privacy as possible. Whatever 
the motivation may be, at least in the field of literary 
endeavor, the interest in having anonymous works 
enter the marketplace of ideas unquestionably out- 
weighs any public interest in requiring disclosure as a 
condition of entry. Accordingly, an author’s decision 
to remain anonymous, like other decisions concerning 
omissions or additions 
to the content of a 
publication, is an 
aspect of the freedom of 
speech protected by the 
First Amendment.” And, 
some of those anony- 
mous publications have 
been historically signifi- 
cant — the Court noted 
that “even the arguments 
favoring the ratification of 
the Constitution advanced 
in the Federalist Papers 
were published under ficti- 
tious names.” 
What about illegal activ- 
ities committed under cover of 
anonymity? The Court considered the prob- 
lem, acknowledging that “the right to remain 
anonymous may be abused when it shields fraudulent 
conduct.” But the bottom line is that the right needs to 
be preserved, because “our society accords greater 
weight to the value of free speech than to the 
dangers of its misuse.” These are bedrock 
constitutional principles, and there’s no 
logical reason not to apply them to 
the online environment. 

So, while it’s true that on 
the Internet nobody knows 
that you're a dog, it’s worth =~ 
remembering that in an anony- — 
mous pamphlet printed up 
and distributed 200 years 
ago, nobody knew that you 
were James Madison. And that’s 
a pretty good precedent. 

More information about 
online anonymity can be found 
at http://www.law.cornell. 
edu/jol/froomkin.htm and at 
http://www.cs.berkeley. 
edu/~raph/ 
remailer-faq. 
html. # 
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tis, as they say in Vegas, a tough room to play. 

Its given name is the Conference on Technology, 
Education and Design, but this is an industry that is 
fond of verbal shorthand (RAM, ROM, CPU, LOL), and so 

it’s referred to by its affectionate acronym, TED. 

“Welcome to the dinner party | always wanted to have,” 
declares Richard Saul Wurman, TED’s father and host, as he opens the 
first session. Attendance is limited to 500, which gives the conference 
an atmosphere of intimacy and exclusivity. It’s an opportunity to 
hear and mingle with the Crowned Heads: Warnock, Gage, Metcalfe & 
Rossetto, the ubiquitous Nicholas Negroponte. 

At a coffee break one previous TED, | watched a self-conscious 
Bill Gates standing alone in the lobby, nervously juggling a pastry 
and a cup of coffee as if he were once again on the sidelines at his 
junior prom, busily nursing a glass of punch. 

The TED conference is, at its most fundamental level, a celebra- 
tion of the incessant thrust of Future. It’s a conversational festival of 
emergence, evolution, and change, where the only good paradigm is 
a shifted paradigm. 

It was within this context that a frail, 80-year-old man walked 
up onto the stage and brought this year’s TED conference to an emo- 
tional standstill as all of us in the audience thought not of the future, 
but of the past. 


The Man Was Jonas Salk 

In 1955, Dr. Salk, a Pittsburgh virologist who had never even taken a 
science course in high school, developed a vaccine for polio. First 
identified as a disease in the 1840s, the paralyzing effects of the 
poliomyelitis virus were ancient enough to be seen in ancient 
Egyptian hieroglypics. In 1952 — the worst epidemic year in polio’s 
history — 21,000 cases were reported in the U.S. Although the virus 
sometimes struck randomly at adults, as it did Franklin Roosevelt, its 
favorite victims, cruelly and inexplicably, were children. 

In New York City train stations, departure per- 
mits were required for anyone traveling with a 
minor. Officials feared that parents fleeing with 
their children to escape possible contagion in 
the city might spread the virus into the coun- 

tryside. People killed their cats and dogs, 
thinking their own pets might be the 
source of the disease. Swimming pools and 
drinking fountains were shunned. 
Dr. Salk’s vaccine released the nation 
from an iron lung of fear. 
| had cried when the school nurse 
plunged the vaccinating needle into my 
arm. Now, as | joined the TED audience in 
rising to its feet in welcome, | fought new 
tears as | realized that many of us in that 
audience owed our limbs and lives to this man. 
Dr. Salk’s appearance at the TED conference was, 
for me, a moving reminder of technology's greatest 
power: to positively improve the human condition. 
While not all of us are clever enough to 


Sfevan ALPAcly 


and a wail 


find a cure for a fatal disease, it seems appropriate 

to occasionally question the prigementa) value. 3 Pot a 
all of those billions of bits we’re generating out 

there on the Internet every day. — 


A Revolution in the Making "eas 
It has become an accepted part of our own self- ee 
referential vernacular to speak proudly of the ~ tev- te: 
olution” in which we are all participating. All eve 
olutions require two ingredients: an old order suit- ee 
ably decayed and corrupt, and : 
a new order with a bright, 
broad assortment of 
seductive promises. 
What is the old order 
against which we 
rebel, and what is the 
bright future toward 
which 
we march? 
From time to time - 
| take a few aspirin and — 
retiretomy bedasi 
contemplate the sad re 
ty that | live in: acou : 
that has sustained “Married ay 
With Children” for nearly 10 sea- 22 
sons. | lie awake for hours, fearful ~*~ 
that the resistan of bacteria to hed 


Oe 
television. It’s eas) 
on television. At $ 4 


narheet Tara \ was sharing with all of us the news ee 
that her phone had rung the other day (“but | did- oe 
n't feel'like answering it”), and that she had 
“grown a. beautifully thick scab” on her elbow. 2 
We're in charge now. The value of the tech- 
nology we.are in the process of creating will be | 
judged by the content we ete and the content ze 
we choose to view. ce | ‘ 
We are what \ we browse. 7 


(alburty@panix.com) is a technology consultant ; : 
and former MIS director of Chiat/Day Advertising. . 


- directly to flavor number two (chocolate) — 


you're reading right now might 
be a living example. Just 
relax; I’m gonna tell you 
~ something you don’t even 
know you need... 


social engineering. The like being 
bait in this case is hugged by. 
“something you don’t Gods know, 
know you want.” This the current 
could be useful for more shape of 
carnal situations, if you. the body 
have the nerve and can deal politic suits 


~ HOW TO MUTATE AND TAKE OVER THE WORLD, which will start popping into existence 
~-all over the planet in Febriulary. Their hard-hitting exposé, CYBERPUNK HANDBOOK/ 
a oe Real SeRennk FaxeQool, is. already pullulating on the shelves. 
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like shooting ducks in a sieve... or whatever. Forcibly 
introducing new memes... ideas that make people 
think, in whole new directions... that’s a win. 

Reverse social engineering could be an aspect of 
the hacker master game — reality hacking. You could 
think of it as writing viruses to pulse the social system. 
No, that sounds so negative — think of it as installing a 
patch for a program. A social program. Does YOUR 
society have an obvious glitch, a bug that needs 
fixing? For example, do people discriminate against 
you, just because you're young, powerless, and 
annoying? Look at this as an opportunity. A chance to 
do your own reality hacking. 

Together with a few of your more attractive 
friends, you could invent an intriguing new lifestyle 
for the young, powerless, and annoying. You 
introduce it into the system by talking it up on the 
Internet. You seed newsgroups to debate it pro and 
con. The media will pick it up — the media are hungry- 
ghost gluttonous nowadays, and will pick up 
anything. Then, when teeners in Kansas start dressing 
in whatever bogus style you hacked together, 
Hollywood will wake up to the filmic possibilities and 
make a movie called... er, maybe something that 
rhymes with “Slacker” and “Hacker.” 

This is an example of a reality hack: the meme 


ou know about social engineering. You know about reverse graft. You've introduced something new into human 
engineering. (Figuring out how something was designed, reality. Can you say “meme”? It’s pronounced meeem, 
right?) Well, soon you're going to hear about reverse social actually. It’s an element of thought, like a phoneme is 
: 12> engineering (RSE), which Linvented to minutes ago, and which an element of speech. According to current factoidz, 
the world needs now. : you think with the memes you have. If you don’t have 
| RSE comes in two flavors, the first a which is psychological — trying the meme for it, you can’t think it, much less talk 
to figure out what those people | were REALLY trying to do and what you about it. And what humans think and talk about 
SHOULD have said... Forget that. We'll pass defines human reality. The discourse, like they say in 


academia, creates the body politic. 
Reverse social engineering is a 
way to mutate the body 
politic. Meme grafts can 
make it sprout strange 
new limbs. Some of 
which you may like the 
shape of. Some of 
which you may 


juking people into accepting hegokmation het 
they: don’t want. This column ee 


See? That's it: reverse” 


with the follow-through. 
We're not talking about 
propaganda. Propaganda is 
getting people to dumbly accept donation today! Give 
stuff that won’t bear thinking about. the gift that keeps 
That’s not Sports For 3 Hel that’s } on giving... 


almost nobody. 
Do your society a 
favor. Make a meme 


Sr. fo ade tstiudebwel I. com) tes written (with R.U.Sirius) a self-help manual called 


Another 
Online Service: 


This Time, It’s All Business 


brand new company established in September has already released a Interchange service platform, falls under the umbrella of the new AT&T splinter, 
major new product: a whole new online service that's aimed at business AT&T New Media Services. 
folks. How did they do it? Though some might question whether the world needs another online ser- 
Well, it probably helped that the new company was one of the leftovers of vice, this site is somewhat special because it gathers existing business services 
a |i'l business formerly known as AT&T. The new online service, called AT&T under the umbrella of one online business center and targets home business 


Business Network and based on this same company’s Owners and other “self-reliant” business types. In addition to the expected busi- 
ness news and information on the network, the service has “practical, hands-on" 
content, according to the company. 

Indeed, the services tied into the site are nothing to sneeze at. Among 
them are Dow Jones & Company, Dun & Bradstreet Information Services, The 
Kiplinger Washington Editors, TRW Business Information Services, Cowles 
Business Media, Bunker Hill Consulting, the Bureau of National Affairs, and 
Guerilla Marketing International. Participation by these organizations ranges 
from Bunker Hill's monthly column on small business issues to Dun & 

Bradstreet’s full-fledged business research services. Plus, there are links to 
business-oriented sites on the Web. But don't expect to be able to make 
credit checks via TRW by paying the basic cost of $39.95 per month for 10 

hours ($2.95 per additional hour). As with premium services on 

CompuServe, goodies like this require you to pay surcharges. [he company 

says, however, that eight of the participating services provide a basic level of 
information at no charge. 
For more information, call AT&T New Media Services at 800 660 2299. 
AT&T Business Network, based on 


the Interchange platform, targets Or, visit its Web site at http://www.att.com. 
home business owners. — Chris Oakes 
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he story broke in September — hackers had 
breached America Online's security. 
Reportedly, they reached AOL's most sensitive 
areas, including the private e-mail accounts of the 
_ Terms of Service Advisor of a department within 
AOL and AOL CEO Steve Case. But it got worse. As 
the story made national headlines, AOL spokesper- 
son Pam McGraw attributed the break-in to AOHell 
~ — a bundle of keyboard macros that exploits AOL 
software bugs. Most of the bugs have existed in 
AOL's system for years, but now, the widely dis- 
tributed program gives the hacks a point-and-click 
interface. 

"We've encountered these problems [with 
hackers] in the past, and we make changes to the 
service as appropriate," said McGraw. Meanwhile, 
the hackers appeared to be accessing corporate e- 
_ mail showing plans against AOHell — and posting 
~ them to the Internet. Among the intercepted mes- 
sages was one from an AOL employee supposedly 
threatening legal action against the "Why AOL 
Sucks" Web page (see 7he Net 03, pages 40-45), 
who said he would search Web sites for pages 
offering AOHell, or, apparently, even links to it. 
However, AOL states that the employee was not an 
authorized spokesperson, and it has no plans of 
legal action against the site. "My Internet service 
provider did ask that | remove the links," one 
poster complained in the alt.aol-sucks newsgroup, 
"because he doesn't want to have to spend $100K 
defending himself from a bogus lawsuit." 


Looks safe enough. But is it really? 


Most of AOHell's functions are keyboard 
macros — like an ASCI picture of a gun or 
scrolling dice. At its worst, AOHell is annoying — it 
freezes others' screens, clears their input in chat- 
rooms, and puts words in their mouths. Other fea- 
__ tures, like letting you chat while downloading, are 

handy. AOL even incorporated the latter feature 
to a later release of its own software. AOL is 
probably most outraged that AOHell grants unlimit- 
ed, free access to the system — and that the doc- 
umentation of the program boasts that AOHell can 
utomatically generate information for a fake AOL 


AOL vs. AOHell 


account within 20 seconds. But apparently, individuals 
had been taking advantage of weaknesses in AOL long 
before AOHell existed. What’s upsetting AOL is that the 
program makes the weaknesses much easier to exploit, 
so much so that Internet user Asciirider tags all his 
Usenet posts, "AOHell doesn't make you a hacker." 

So, how could AOHell be used to steal e-mail? 
Asciirider calls himself a computer enthusiast — "the 
politically correct term for hacker," he says. "I laugh 
when all this [is attributed] to AOHell... Hacking doesn't 
come in a shrink-wrapped box." According to Asciirider, 
the software used to crack AOL's accounts came from 
AOL itself. Enterprising hackers sought “utility” files — 
the software used to modify areas on the system. 

Armed with just such a utility file, and piecing 
together information from other sources, a teenaged 
hacker was able to reverse-engineer the software and 
hit the jackpot. Reportedly, the teenager accessed the 
accounts of AOL's billing representative, then distribut- 
ed credit card numbers in an AOL hacker chat room. 
AOL's official stance on this is that it will “not confirm 
nor deny" that this occurred. "AOL customers should be 
wary of the fact that the security of an online service 
that holds the credit-card numbers of as many as 3.5 
million Americans could be broken so easily," com- 
plains Charles Miller, a poster to alt.aol-sucks. And 
some fellow posters may agree. Last December, 
instructions for sending fake e-mail from AOL were 
posted to alt.aol-sucks — apparently, AOL had failed to 
put its server behind a protective “firewall.” Reportedly, 
early users of AOL's Telnet client found they could also 
get behind AOL firewalls. (This could not be confirmed 
at press time.) 

Asciirider believes that the same utility used to 
access Steve Case's e-mail is in use to this day — 
allowing hackers to "cloak" themselves on the AOL 
system. Attempts to contact users who are using the 
illegal accounts will return a message that they're not 
signed on, though in fact they've temporarily switched 
to a different account. Asciirider estimates 150 copies 
of this file are floating among AOL hackers. "AOL secu- 
rity sucks," he says. "I've told them a million times." 
AOL has installed some fixes — it now instantly verifies 
credit card numbers and checking accounts, so that 
“churners,” or “disk dancers" (people who use a supply 
of free AOL membership disks to maintain continuous 
“temporary” accounts) will be curtailed. In the mean- 
time, AOL has brought in the FBI to prosecute the per- 
son who created AOHell, and AOL has a process in 
place so that any member who is proved to use AOHell 
is terminated from the system. AOL would neither con- 
firm nor deny whether or not a member's personal 
information, or information on those running sites or 

posting AOHell, are passed onto the FBI for its investi- 
gation, although the "stolen" e-mail claims this is a 
regular procedure. 
— David Cassel & CW 


CompuServe 
http://www.compuserve.com 


oint, click, and listen — that’s the 

sound of audio-on-demand. When you 
click such a link on the Web you hear a 
sound — whether it be a newscast, a 
song clip, or a burp — after no more than 
a few moments’ hesitation. 

Now this technology has sauntered 
onto one of the commercial online ser- 
vices. The once-stodgy CompuServe has 
announced plans to bring audio-on- 
demand to its service via a partnership 


with Xing Technology, whose StreamWorks Using Xing Technology's StreamWorks audio-on-demand technology, 
CompuServe will make two-way audio available on its service. 


product is currently bringing audio-on- 
demand to both the Internet and proprietary office 
networks. CompuServe is aiming to add hip new mul- 
timedia features as well as online audio conferencing 
to its bag of tricks. 

Unlike the one-way nature of audio sites now 
found on the Web, CompuServe plans to make its 
audio two-way, so that users will be 
able to respond to what they hear 

with their own voices. 
By the time you read 
this, version 2.0 of 

- CompuServe’s Windows 
_ interface should be 
released and sporting the 


Once-stodgy CompuServe 
is taking a number of steps 
to spiff up its offerings. 


The Internet — 
Better than 911 


id you get that e-mail passed around last spring 
in which two Beijing University students asked 
for assistance in diagnosing a woman’s mysterious 
ailment? Well, | got it, even though | don’t remember 
who passed it along to me (since | couldn’t be fur- 
ther from the medical field). | thought it was junk 
mail, a prank of sorts: a woman’s hair was falling 
out, and no treatments could help her escape the 
coma she was falling into. | figured there were a lot 
of intelligent doctors in China, so why did they need 
to consult the Internet populous? 

Thankfully, some people took the letter more 
seriously than | did. Doctors in Beijing could not 
diagnose the unusual symptoms of 21-year-old Zhu 
Ling, a chemistry student at Tsinghua University. She 
was first hospitalized in early December last year, 
after she had stomach pains and all her hair fell out. 


new audio-on-demand technology. The company 
Claims the technology will be compatible with a 
“wide range of modem speeds.” But I’d suggest 
you max out your CompuServe connection speed if 
you're planning on taking part. 

CompuServe is also jumping onto the online 
ordering bandwagon, offering what seems to be the 
most complete selection of CD-ROM titles available 
(over 9,300 titles so far). The archive was put 
together by Rich Bowers, co-founder and executive 
director for OPA (a nonprofit trade and professional 
association). Called CDROMBase, the service is 

escribed by Bowers as “the largest and most com: 
lete database of CD-ROM titles available to the 
eneral public.” Those interested can reach 
ompuServe at 800 524 3388. Existing members 
can “GO CDROM.” — Chris Oakes and BG 


She was hospitalized for a month, released, and read- 
mitted in March of this year. In addition to dizziness 
and leg pain, she soon developed facial paralysis and 
eventually could not breathe on her own. 

Concerned friends turned to the Internet in 
hopes of finding someone who had experienced simi- 
lar symptoms or knew what caused them. More than. 
1,500 replies were sent within 10 days, and 30 per- 
cent of them said that heavy metal thallium could 
cause such reactions. Although one gram of thallium 
is enough to kill a person, Zhu surprisingly had more 
than that in her system. She is now breathing on her 
own, but has not yet regained full consciousness. 
Although there aren’t many Internet-savvy residents 
of China, the case has attracted a lot of attention and 
Curiosity about the electronic medium. 


— Barbara Bergesen 


@Home With TOI 


here’s been much spec- 
ulation that cable com- 
panies will offer Internet 
service, making access 
through telephone lines a @Home is attempting to deliver Internet access over cable lines, but is still in its 
thing of the past. Both tele- early stages, with crucial questions still unresolved. 
phone and cable companies 
already have wires running into almost every house in the country, but phone lines can’t transmit a lot of 
bandwidth, which is why the phone companies are offering new products like ISDN lines as use of the 
Internet grows. 

The technical difficulty cable companies have to overcome is that their service was designed for one- 
way transmission. @Home — a collaboration between Tele-Communications, Inc., and Kleiner Perkins 
Caufield & Byers, a venture capital firm — intends to overcome the technical hurdles and provide Internet 
access via cable. The main advantage of cable is that it can transmit 10 MBits per second, which is 80 times 
faster than an ISDN line. 

The @Home service, though, is still in its infancy. As of October, it hadn’t even decided on what kind of 
cable modem to use, and interface is a question that will also need to be addressed. The @Home service 
should be available in specific regions in 1996, and more widely available in 1997. For more information, 
point your browser at http://(www.home.net/home2/home.html. 


— WKC 


Anyone Home? | internet 
ho’s on the Internet? According to the latest study, apparently ft i wth 
nobody | know. The latest research, by O'Reilly & Associates, 0 
found that the median household income of those with direct Internet 

access is between $50,000 and $75,000; that almost half work in Go As, 
_ organizations with more than 1,000 employees; that 67 percent are 
_ male; and that over half are between the ages of 18 and 34. Some 

of the most common occupational fields are sales (19 percent) and if nchec ked 
~ engineering (15 percent). O.K., I'll fess up to Knowing some 18- to 


34-year-old boys, but not with that level of income. 


O'Reilly's study involved random phone calls to 200,000 he number of Internet domains is 
households. Approximately 30,000 of the people called agreed to a increasing at a rapid pace worldwide. 
brief interview; : During the first six months of 1995, the 
of that sample, a (=S Internet expanded 68 percent in Russia, 
in-depth inter- ei er - ~ O'Reilly & Associates and about 40 percent in both Germany 
views were con- rs il: Sawer and Japan, according to Network 
ducted with SAG aoe NSS SREY, on Internet users and Wizards, which publishes a domain name 
Internet users in (OX £7 emi SUIVeY at its site (http://www.nw. 
more than Ss 5, com/zone/WWW/Itop.html). 
1,100 house- /RyeaOM MGM BGtNICEEa Stmme@luueresenumes Although the increase in the U.S. was 

nate holds. Another — Altogether, 5.8 million American adults are con- only 24 percent, the States still leads the 
500 house- nected directly to the net, says O'Reilly & world in total Internet domains. It added an 
Pedsiwidy, “ore * eeent zany. extra 1,090,000 hosts during the first half 
people only used online services, were also of 1995. The commercial domain (.com) 
interviewed for the study. Altogether, the study estimates that 5.8 actually has the greatest number of hosts 
ly at ) take a peer million American adults are connected directly to the Internet. and the largest growth rate, but it’s a global 
 . t e results at htt; Another 3.9 million only use one of the online services. This finding domain, covering hosts in various countries. 
/.£8.com or http:// is, however, considered conservative by many in the industry. Just Not everybody would consider this growth a 
think about the fact that America Online alone has around 3 million good thing, however. The increasing traffic 
subscribers. Previous estimates of worldwide Internet v= > are above across the Internet backbone can slow 
~ 30 million, with the U.S. responsible for about half of that iigure. download time considerably. 


— Barbara Bergesen — WkKC 
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— Strong Silent Types Prefer ‘ 
Global Network Navigator 


“,..by far the best of the... 
all-in-one Internet suites...” 
PC World Magazine, June 1995 


ERLE pen ener eae garetts roaremernenancritstnenib caer Saba eri mererets i arramensi sit iiry gseip Di a as tacnstireirnneencn iui cearacieacceneriintnny sins isenicninag ildauiona eS 


“Hassle-free installation, easy Net 


surfing for Windows users.” « « * *« * 
PC Computing Magazine, February 1995* 


“A Star is Born...” 
Computer Life Magazine, March 1995* 


Yes! I'd like to try Global Network Navigator"—FREE. 


Return the card for your no risk, no obligation, start-up kit, free software and trial 
membership or, for faster service, call 1-800-257-4466. GNN is Windows® 95 compatible. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


ADDRESS 


FREE for 15 hours 


Call 
1-800-257-4466 


*The above quotes refer to InternetWorks which is now a part 
of Global Network Navigator”. Reprinted from PC Computing, 
February 1995 and Computer Life Magazine, March 1995. 
Copyright © 1995 Ziff-Davis Publishing Company, L.P. 


CIry. STALE ZIP 


HOME PHONE 


Use of GNN® requires a major credit card. Users outside of the United States pay an additional per-minute surcharge at all times including 

trial time. Additional phone charges may apply. Your free trial must be used within 90 days of your initial sign-on. Limit one free trial per 
individual. Must be 18 years or older. Use of GNN® is conditioned upon acceptance of its Terms of Service. To use GNN® for Windows, 

you must have a 386 PC or higher, a working copy of Windows 3.1 or later, 4B or RAM or more, and a 9600 baud or faster modem. 

© 1995 Global Network Navigator, Inc. Global Network Navigator” is a registered trademark of Global Network Navigator, Inc. GNNWorks™ 

and the Whole Internet Catalog” are trademarks of Global Network Navigator, Inc. Windows® 95 is a registered trademark of Microsoft 
Corporation. Other names are service marks or trademarks of their respective holders. 00021 


i T™ : THE WHOLE INTERNET , 
N avi 9g at Or | CATALOG 


The everything-you-need-for-the-Internet service 


GNN is an integrated service for Windows which gives you 


point & click control of the Internet. F AST 
Browse: Our software gives you powerful access to the <<, Provides Hiah-epend access 
World Wide Web and Gopher, FTP, Newsgroups, unlimited girsP 
e-mail and more. — Saves time by multitasking. 
Access: Our nationwide high-speed network makes Ee ASY 
accessing the Internet fast and easy. 
— One button installation 
Explore: Our popular Webcrawiler Internet directory search and configuration. 
tool makes navigating the Internet easy - Name a topic and | | | 
we'll help you find it. The Whole Internet Catalog™ and — simple point & click 
GNN’s Best of the Net™ reviews thousands of web sites so navigation. 
you can make the most of your time online. — Organize and catalogue 
Create: Easily publish your own home page on the web information. 
and share it with your friends or the world. POWERFUL 
ae me PAGE — Increase your productivity 
TA with multithreading 
Capabilities. 


— Send and receive e-mail 
while you download. 


*,..the best Windows Net “Innovative navigation tools, FREE! 
Suite money can buy.” excellent performance, great . 
PC Computing Magazine, February 1995* price for an all-in-one suite” FREE software 
PC World Magazine, June 1995 . 
eco PENNE Sach) De lay PE eR ROSE ete ae’ Sch Nr oot aan FREE trial 
FREE customer 
NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY support 


IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


Call or send for your 
FREE trial today 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS MAIL =PERMIT NO. 301 CHARLOTTE, NC 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 
Return the card or call 


1-800-257-4466 


Global Network Navigator® 
9900 Brookford Street 
Charlotte, NC 28254-0142 
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< ighty-one years ago, the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) was born 
when the magazine industry needed validation of its circulation 
claims. Now, the company will try to figure out how to do the same thing 
for Web sites. 

This past October, ABC started its work with four beta sites: 
CondeNet; The Atlantic Monthly's interactive edition; TimesFax; and 
“Adfinder.WSJ,” which is The Wall Street Journafs advertising Web site. 
Using Market Arts’ WebTrack system as the technical arm in this pro- 
cess, ABC has set out to find the most accurate method of tabulating 
transactions within Web sites. 

“The beta sites will allow us to choose the procedure that will work 
best,” said an ABC spokesperson. The information ABC gathers will be 
compared to the statistics recorded by the site’s publisher. Web site 


The Audit Bureau of Circulations is attempting to validate 
circulation claims for companies with Web sites, much as 
it does for magazine publishing companies. 


Yahoo!: It’s Not Just 
a Directory Anymore 


http://www.yahoo.com 


he Web site Yahoo!, a sort of online Yellow Pages for the Internet, has long 

pointed visitors to links that search the pages of the Web for a particular key- 
word or phrase — Lycos, Aliweb, and WebCrawler are a few such links found on 
Yahoo!. As opposed to the categorization of existing Web sites provided within 
Yahoo!'s own pages, a Web search combs a huge, automatically updated index 
of Web pages for keywords. But now, Yahoo! is going to take on the searching 
part of Web-tracking itself 

The searching service is using technology developed by Open Text 
Corporation to perform Internet-wide, word-by-word search capabilities. 
“Crawlers” are set loose to compile an index of “every word and every page of 
the entire Internet,” says Yahoo!. To keep that index up-to-date, the crawlers 
revisit pages on a regular basis. Like the Lycos and other net-searching engines, 
the Yahoo! search utility will search for specific words and phrases, as well as 
conduct multi-level Boolean searches and weighted searches. In addition, these 
searches can be narrowed to particular categories in Yahoo!’s directory. For 
@ 2. example, you might 

conduct a search for 


Random 
Edsel or Studebaker, 
Follow-up Survey - Web Launch - Text-Only Yahoo —- ; 
Options limiting it to the auto 
© Arts © News (tral section of the index. If 
Literature, Photography Architecture, ... Yond [tral], Daily Current Events, ... 
® Business and Economy [X=ral) e Recreation the returned docu- 
Directory investments, Classifieds, ... Sports [Mera!], Games, Travel, Autos, .. 
ments are of too nar- 
® Computers and Internet @ Keference 
Internet, WAY Software, Multimedia, Libraries, Dictionaries, Phone Numbers, ... row a range, yOu can 
Education Regional 
: Universities, K-12, Courses, ... ‘ fonrics Regions, U.S. States, ... conduct d search for 
"TEER, "cen mtn. | sitar documents to 
"Seiten. "SEE tases. _ | ExPand the scope of 
Yahoo! is offering a net-wide, word-by-word search the search. . 
service using technology developed by Open Tex. — Chris Oakes 


operators can then use this information the same way a magazine does, 
to attract advertisers with high activity statistics. 
lf ABC succeeds, this could = 
be one more step toward i 
the commercial vali- — 
dation of the 
Web. | 
— Barbara 4 
Bergesen f ™ 
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Long-Awaited Netscape 
Navigator 2.0 Breaks Barriers 


— that can be 
downloaded 
along with a Web 
page to add spe- 
cialized effects 
and features to 


lired of using so many applications to explore the Internet? Netscape thinks you are. It's gone that page. Finally, 
so far as to include support for mail handling (pictured above), news groups, and FTP transac- Netscape has 
tions in Netscape 2.0. Plus support for a slew of new HTML tags. Keep an eye on : 
http://home.netscape.com/ for version 2.0's public beta release. also included a 


| 
| 
| 


Mibancneney 


a 


en oe — 
Bae 3 eters ec 
Sees Ge Sao 


cross-platform 
ust about every Web security functions. Rev 2.0 also scripting language based upon, 
denizen this side of the incorporates a plug-in architec- § you guessed it, Java. 
Milky Way has been awaiting ture that will allow third-party Navigator 2.0 Gold 
the arrival of the next revision developers, such as Adobe, includes all of the above, plus a 
of Netscape's mega-popular Apple, Macromedia, and others, © WYSIWYG HTML editing module. 
browser, Netscape Navigator. to create extensions that add The editor takes advantage of 
Navigator 2.0 is joined by anew _ functionality to the browser. all the new features of 
product, Navigator 2.0 Gold, This means Netscape will now Navigator 2.0, plus “frames” 


which includes all the features include inline QuickTime videos, _ that allow you to create win- 
of Navigator 2.0, but also incor- _—‘ Director animations, or Acrobat § dows with you Web page that 
porates web authoring features. _ files. Perhaps most importantly, |§ can be permanently positioned 


The basic changes you'll Navigator 2.0 supports Java good for advertising), improved 
see in Navigator 2.0 are applets — small applications alignment, font color, and 
improved performance, built-in created in Sun’s new Internet- sub/superscript controls. 
e-mail handling, and enhanced focused programming language — MF 


“The Prisoner” 


f you were watching much late night television last summer, you might 
have come across the interactive version of “The Prisoner” on the Sci-Fi 
channel. The interactive “Prisoner” was an experiment in combining 
broadcast television and online chat. 

For those not in the know about this popular cult television show, The Sci-Fi channel used “The 

. ; # Prisoner” to test a combination of 
The Prisoner” was a very surreal 1960s show about an ex-spy who has _— proadcast TV and online chat. 
been kidnapped to an 


island community. It was full of metaphors about individual free- 
dom and identity in modern society. For the interactive 
“Prisoner,” the show occupied the top three-quarters of the 


: : , screen, and the text from the chat room participants scrolled 
r i SO N er across the bottom. The commentary tended toward the sarcas- 
tic, and was pretty amusing to follow, although there was a little 


lag time between events in the show and the comments relating 
to it.The chat room for the interactive “Prisoner” was not an open area; New York-area Internet service 
providers chose 20 to 25 participants each week. 

The project was actually a beta test for a new Sci-Fi channel feature, which should be airing by the time 
you read this. The feature’s working title, Online Showcase, will consist of older shows, such as “Lost In 
Space,” with room at the bottom of the screen to broadcast comments from the chat 
room. Participation information will be available on the Sci-Fi channel Web site at 
http://199.170.0.57/index.html. 


— WKC 


he rat race is on and every publisher, soft- 

ware company, and media developer is 
charging the net with the force of 10 zillion hun- 
gry alligators in a chicken farm. It'll probably be 
20 zillion alligators by tomorrow. Sirius, a lead- 
ing software publisher from Arizona, is certainly 


Sirius Net promises to give members access to more than 35 BBSs, Usenet, 


chat, FTP, Telnet, e-mail, and Web access. 


no stranger to alligators, nor to the Internet or 
leaps of faith into the unknown. The company 
has announced SiriusNet, a nationwide informa- 
tion and entertainment network that promises to 
be high in quality and low in cost. 

Yes, we've heard this all before, but wait, 
there’s more. Sirius has chosen Concentric 


Network, the only nationwide network of Bulletin 
Board Systems (BBSs), to be its backbone sup- 
port (see The Net 05, page 17). Members of 
SiriusNet and Concentric Network have access 
to more than 35 BBSs, Usenet, chat, FTP, Telnet, 
e-mail, and, of course, Web access. There’s also 
24-7 technical support 
(that’s 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week). 
Subscriptions start at 
$7.95 per month for five 
hours of connect time. 
“Unlike other providers,” 
Says Sirius President and 
CEO Richard Grant, 
“SiriusNet has no add-on 
hidden charges and offers its subscribers free 
registration.” There’s also a value plan for 
$29.95 that offers unlimited use. If you’re look- 
ing to check out a new service, give Sirius a call 
at 800 247 0307 or 602 951 3288, or stop by 
the Web site at http://www.siriusnet.com. 
— BG 


Taking a Bite Out of Crime 


he Business Software Alliance (BSA) has proven its international efficacy by 

petitioning the Ecuadorian government to conduct a surprise inspection of 
Systenev, a computer and software shop in Quito suspected of illegally copying 
software. The inspection, which happened on Aug. 4, turned up pirated copies 
of software published by BSA member companies. Software piracy in Ecuador 


has gone unchecked for years. In 1994, sales of illegally copied software hit 98 percent of total 


sales, says the BSA. 


The BSA launched its anti-piracy campaign last summer (see The Net 05, page 19) to try and 
stem the loss of revenue from rampant international software piracy. While free market countries 
such as Ecuador may readily fall in line, the BSA will have its work cut out for it in countries like 
China, where the government tacitly supports piracy. 


Links to Non-profits 


— WKC 


ommunity is the buzz, as it should be, and Internet is the tool. The Contact Center Network, Inc. 
launched an amazing Web site to direct people all over the world to international, regional, and 


local non-profit organizations that have an online presence. The site is simple and basic, much like 


Yahoo!, and had over 2,500 links in its first week. 


Holy resources, this is valuable. Ami Dar, founder of the Contact Center, notes: “Over the last 


THE CONTACT CENTER NETWORK 


few years, thousands of non-profit 
organizations have created their own 
Internet sites, and it’s very exciting for 
us to be able to put this wealth of 
resources within easy reach of con- 
cerned people around the world.” 
Spread the word and visit the Web 
site at http://www.contact.org. 
— BG 
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Home page and exchange e-mail, in addition to 
THE NET ON YOUR SET 


That Crazy | Don’t Adjust Your Set: The Web Is on TV 
® http://www.cd-online.co.uk 
Ti mex You Are Now On-line with CD-Online browsing the Web, the 
hat to watch on the telly tonight, ee Ct ittsté‘éSOSCOC;!;! CL COMPANY SAYS. 
mate? BBC 1? BBC 2? How : . 2 New Net Users CLICK HERE The price itself represents some- 
Watch about the World Wide Web? In the een thing of a breakthrough. The entire 
United Kingdom, owners of the Philips nan package — player plus starter pack 


echnology to terrify you. If | = CD-| interactive player will soon have — can be picked up for under 
it isn’t bad enough that that very option. At press time, Philips £500 in the UK, according to 


we're drones of the clock, last | = Media and its subsidiary online service, | === caeynewnet sourcing ==-s-—S—S—s_s~P*filips. This is a price that would 
spring, Timex took the initia- CD-Online, were set to provide a ser- ¢p-Online is bringing the Web to British Certainly give PC-based net access 
tive to wire our time pieces to | vice/CD combination due to put CD-i TV screens. a run for its money. The company is 
our computers when it creat- users and their TVs on the net by Christmas 1995. exploring the possibility of expanding the service to the rest 
ed the ever-portable, wrist- After paying £99 for a starter pack and subscribing to —_ of Europe in 1996. 
wear-able PDA (Personal CD-Online, CD-i owners connect a special 14.4 modem to What about here in the U.S.? “We're discussing the 
Desktop Assistant.) their player and pop in a CD. Then, to bring the Web to their — options,” is all a U.S. Philips spokesperson 

This lovely creature, TV screen, they click a log-on icon using the player's would say. 
sporting both casual and remote control. Once online, users can access newsgroups — Chris Oakes 
dress attire, picks up your 
schedule from your PC and 
follows you wherever you go 
(except maybe the shower.) reative Technology Ltd. announced a completely integrated entertainment 
And now, you guessed it, board for the PC. Creative, famous for its Sound Blaster cards, which 
there’s a Windows 95 version. 1| have set the standard for PC audio, has combined its 3D Blaster gaming card, 
All you Win95 schedule- Sound Blaster eae PnP sound card, and 28.8 V.34 modem onto the new 

7| entertainment card. 

CS a: | The 3D Blaster provides 3D video — a bid by Creative to win the 
ized. Well. 0.K.. there’s still 1| hotly contested arena of next-generation, 3D video standards. The Sound 

. sets 1| Blaster AWE32 will provide 3D spatialized sound, and the 28.8 modem will let 
room to add a few yununy gamers connect to online games where they can challenge players from all 
features, like e-mail and a }| over the world, at least once more video game manufacturers start building 
browser... modem play into their games. The card is designed to by fully plug-and-play- 

To get the nitty gritty, call compatible with Windows 95, and will carry a price tag of $349. Diamond, 
800 367 8463 (U.S.), 800 263 maker of the Diamond Stealth video card, should have announced a similar 


0981 (Canada) or 501 372 
1111 (international.) 


integrated sound, video, and modem 3D product by the time this issue of The 
Creative Technology will let Net hits the newsstands. 
— BG 1 gamers connect to online games. — WKC 
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FBI Cyber- 
Sleuths 
Raid Online 
Inhabitants 


he FBI has found the anonymous 

nature of the Internet perfect for con- 
ducting undercover operations in the con- 
tinuing battle against child pornography. 
FBI agents, hunting for pedophiles and 
pornographers on America Online, told 
people they met in chat rooms that they 
were teenagers and waited to be proposi- 
tioned. Or else they said that they were 


The FBI has stepped up its efforts to curtail 
online child pornography. 


adults looking for child pornography. Upon 
finding interested parties, the FBI, with the 
cooperation of AOL, searched those per- 
sons’ online accounts, going through e- 
mail and stored files. About a dozen people 
have been arrested in this sting operation. 

The Electronic Privacy Information 
Center (EPIC) has publicly objected to the 
FBI’s methods because of the distrustful 
atmosphere it’s created in cyberspace. It 
also charges that the activities could vio- 
late the First Amendment by making the 
online environment inhibitive toward 
free speech. 

In a related story, the U.S. Secret 
Service arrested six potential phone 
phreakers by setting up a bogus bulletin 
board. The Secret Service publicized the 
bulletin board to the Internet community 
as one willing to do business in stolen 
telephone IDs. Once people came online 
and started trading, the Secret Service 
used electronic documentation to find out 
who they were and make the arrests. The 
bulletin board was not connected to the 
Internet, requiring users to dial-in directly. 

— WKC 


A FivE FOOT TAIL 
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aa game 
ever created ‘f 


Pr. 
CHOICE 


And Next Generation says, “It's the best PC 
fighting game I’ve ever played. It definitely 
rivals 32-bit game consoles...” Well, down- 
load the demo, and see for yourself. 

e 3D perspectives 

e Over 100 different attack variations 

e And incredible flying camera views 
FX Fighter is the ultimate PC fighting game! 


- ye Garter Pragazine 


CALL 1°800-GTE-TODAY. 


http-7 /www=.-im.oate.com 


G aneossvt (GTE Entertainment. 


PLAYER 


Online Banking 
Made Easy with 
Edify Corporation 


n the 1970s, ATM technology hit 

the banking world and changed 
the way people interact with ser- 
vice corporations. In the 1980s, 
Ma Bell took the technology a bit 
further and brought automated 
convenience to our homes (press 
#5 for your account balance). 
Now, Edify is banking (nice pun, 
eh?) on the Web to be the next- 
generation of self-service plat- 
forms with its latest product, 
Workforce 4.0. 

Edify has been in the auto- 
mated self-service business for 
five years now, providing back- 
end systems for Fortune 500 com- 
panies and organizations like 
Reebok, Blue Cross, Signet Bank, 
and the University of California- 
Los Angeles, to name a few. It 
specializes in information retrieval 
via fax, phone, local networks, and 


| |) Epiry Propucts 


your account drops below an 
amount you specify. Workforce 
gives corporations the tools to 
give customers (you and me) as 
many options and features as 
possible, making use of all of its 
past and present technologies. 
The tools Edify gives to its corpo- 
rate clients to create Web inter- 
faces are exceptional. Workforce 
4.0 comes with a WYSIWYG edi- 
tor that works very similar to 
Microsoft Network’s Blackbird 
(see The Net 06, page 62), which 
is a phenomenally easy tool to 
work with. (I was kind of hoping 
there would be a home version.) 
Creating documents is as easy as 
drag and drop. There’s also an 
organizational flow chart to help 
Web builders organize content. 
And Edify provides onsite train- 
ing. A woman in the audience of 


Horne Page 


ae fs 


IONE Skye 


ON SATURN: 


Bits. Polygons. MIPS. Labels. Sega Saturn 
isn’t about labels. We could 
spend all day talking about how it shares the 
same architecture as $20,000 
arcade systems, and how Sega Saturn pumps the 
hottest arcade titles straight to 
your reflexes for a fraction of the cost. We could 
go on and on about 
how its gameplay experience grabs you and 


pulls you in, but all those words still don’t tell you what the 


Sega Saturn experience is really like. 


Edify Products’ Workforce 4.0 could let you transfer funds from your checking to 
your savings account, pay bills online, and receive e-mail from customer service 
agents if your account drops below a certain level. 


pager systems. With Workforce 
4.0, Edify takes this technology 
one step further to bring corporate 
America into the digital age. While 
corporate America is not my 
favorite subject, helping end-users 
and everyday folk like myself is. 
Edify looks good to me. 

Workforce 4.0 turns the Web 
into a sort of global Lotus Notes, 
holding documents on Internet 
servers to ensure easy access to 
important data. Imagine transfer- 
ring funds from your checking to 
your savings account, paying 
your phone bills, or registering for 
classes online. While this may not 
sound extraordinary, take it a 
step further and think about how 
convenient it would be to have a 
customer service agent call you 
or send you an e-mail notice if 
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Edify’s press briefing said she 
learned how to use Workforce 4.0 
in a few hours and created an 
HTML page, for the first time, in 
minutes. 

The biggest issue facing 
Workforce 4.0 is security. While 
there are claims that the servers 
and technology are secure, right 
now it’s hard to tell just how 
secure transactions can actually 
be. Edify has strategic alliances 
with two leading securities and 
firewall corporations, as well as 
local security options that promise 
to make it especially tricky to 
crack. Visit the Web site (which 
has a demo of what Workforce 4.0 
can do) at http://www. 
edify.com, Or Call 
800 408 982 2000. 

—BGY 


To understand that, you have to find out for yourself. 
Don’t be lazy. 
Don’t accept somebody else’s definitions. 
Even ours. While we use 
phrases like “the best games are only on Saturn,” and 
j “this Christmas, Sega 
will have the most electrifying library of exclusive 


games on the planet,” 


you should form your own opinions from first-hand experience. 


Then you’ll truly know what it’s like on Saturn. 


GO THERE. 


i : 2 9° 
? 
* Yorig of YIRTUA w 


sega in the USA ($.85/min. or $1.05/min [live]) Call 1-900-451-525: 

‘phone required. Sega is a registered trademark of SEGA. Sega Saturn, and titles are 

Ks of the National Hockey League. Team names and logos depicted are officially Licensed Trademarks of the National Hockey League © NHL 1995. National Hockey 
Of the NHLPA and are used under license by SEGA. The World Series is a trademark owned by Major League Baseball 

ajor League Baseball Properties, Inc. © 1995 SEGA. P.0. Box 8097 Redwood City, CA 94063. All Rights Reserved. 


http://www.segaoa.com CompuServe: GO SEGA. 


ONLINE PRODUCTS AND Y PLACES 


atin gs 


C rite e ri ia 


Ses re peat ability” of the product, aS or book. 


terms of entertainment vais dow 
getting and staying online. 


Quality of construction: Does the item pull us in, get us to use it, and keep us 
there? Is the content ak understandable? _ | 
Level and availability of tech support, if applicable. A sctontially great piece of 
oftware loses points if its parent company can’t be reached on the phone, or if 
it only: services customers via a 900-number. Does the company that created the 
2 product or site one online forums, e-mail, 800-numbers, and so forth? 


he price factor is pretty war : eagle if something works so Sees 


even sbcolately daz- 
n itl lose some poems: 


ness is important if the oer is truly innovativ _ entertaining, or use 
ul i ina a completely new — _ 


us to take another step forward in our learning ¢ or revolution process? Does an 
: online e challenge. our ming as well as our ee 


if you've e got a site, software, hardware, or book youd like us to 
consider for review, send an e-mail to Sess il ale with 
| information about it | 


Dark Side of the Net 


http://www.cascade.net/dark.html 


Have you ever caught yourself stopping 
just a little longer than necessary to peer 
into the twisted metal of an automobile 
accident? If you answered yes, and | know 
you did (I was stuck behind you in the 
traffic jam you were causing), then | have 
a site for you. 

Dark Side of 
the Net is a siz- 
able collection 
of truly dark 
news, art, fic- 
tion, and not- 
so-fiction pub- 
lished on a 
quarterly basis. 
The allure of 
this particular 
site is certainly 
strong enough 
to grab the 
attention of the 
real dark 
knights of the 
world, but due 
to the melodra- 
matic presen- 
tation, it’s 
more likely to 
find itself serv- 
ing the wicked- 
ly curious 


nature in us all. 
He’s goth, he’s got a sword, ’ 
and he’s on the Dark Side of Who doesn't, 
the Net. That’s enough to 
scare me. Boo! 


after all, want 
to know about 
the secret affairs of vampires (Sorry, 
vampyres), witches, and zombies? (0.K., 
maybe zombies don’t have the universal 
appeal of vampires and witches, but they 
make for nice filler.) Get the scoop on 
funeral parlors, scary movies, and the ever- 
frightening Winona Ryder (go figure). 
There are plenty of links here to other 
darkened spots on the Web, and many 
morbid treats for all who dare to come 
calling, including a page dedicated to 
dead rock stars. Now that’s scary. B 
— Patrick Baggatta 


GaySource 


http://www.gaysource.com 


All right, dolls, this online zine about 
gay culture is Fabulous, which makes 
it appropriate that the September 
(also the premier) issue was called 
“The Fabulous Issue.” It’s got all the 
sparkly glam of a great Web site, with 


isn't s/he beautiful? Interviews with drag 
queens are just for starters at this site. 


beautiful backgrounds and page lay- 
outs, interactive message boards, 
chat areas, and fantastic content. 
Editor-in-Chief Michael Franz has real- 
ly outdone himself. The theme of the 
first issue revolved around Wigstock, 
a major annual drag festival in New 
York. For the issue, GaySource inter- 
viewed 13 of the top drag stars in New 
York City, asking about their interests, 
relationships with one another and 
the “scene,” and reflections on the 
new indie movie about Wigstock. 
GaySource also has links to other 
queer resources 
and AIDS assis- 
tance sites, and 
sections for 
opinion, fashion, 
health, etc. Stay 
tuned, cuz this 
zine is hot and 
heating up more 
and more by the 
millisecond. 
Zowie. At 


Nothing is quite as it 
— BG seems at this site. 


Riot Page 
http://www.yourteam.com/~riot/ 
index.html 


This is what Rebecca looks like when you try to 
impose labels on her. 


Rebecca is a riot girl. Rebecca is also a 
hippie, a tech freak, a punk rocker, and a 
housewife. She is young and old, insecure 
and confident. This site radiates the exhil- 
aration of embarking on a lifestyle of 
choice — being whatever you want, when- 
ever you feel like it. It’s inspiring to read 
and fun to play the schizophrenic game. 
Plus, her links to girl stuff are really cool. 
This site is a homepage whose pur- 

pose is to throw out ideas, tell stories, mix 
up gender stuff, and poke fun at main- 
stream-ish labeling and roles. The graph- 
ics and backgrounds are super-sweet and 
still small enough to make cruising the 
site pretty quick and easy. And it is con- 
stantly evolving into bigger and better 
things, with pages unfolding to more 
pages of trivia and not-so-trivia. The Riot 
Page makes me smile, and | can’t wait to 
see what pops up next. Take heed, howev- 
er; the server can sometimes be very slow, 
but it’s definitely worth the wait. A 

iG 


Women’s Sports Page 
http://fiat.gslis.utexas.edu/~lewisa/ 
womsprt.html 


If you are a woman who’s into sports, this 
is definitely the place for you. While it 
isn't very heavy on original content 
(which would make it even cooler), it’s an 
amazing database of resources for women 


Biking and drinking tea is celebrated in the 
Wombats section of the Women's Sports Page. 


in sports: Women in field hockey, women 
in boats, women in basketball, and 
women in speedskating, just for starters. 

There isn’t much by way of Netscape 
backgrounds or snazzy interactive stuff, 
but who cares? It’s a super-valuable net- 
working tool. The site is broad, with issue- 
related links like the Gender Equity in 
Sports page (http://www.arcade. 
uiowa.edu/proj/ge/) and the Women in 
Sports Foundation. 

The page is updated regularly, so 
you can be sure to get new information 
nearly every time you log on (unless you 
log on every day), and the concept seems 
way more appealing than checking 
Yahoo's! corporate-shmorporate site. See 
fer yourself, but | like it. B 

ae 


science 


Skeptic Society and 
Magazine 


http://www.skeptic.com/ 


Well, well, well, with all the hoopla over 
UFOs, paranormal activity and “new 
physics” on the Internet, it seems natural 
that there’s a significant amount of skep- 
ticism as well. There’s so much skepticism, 
in fact, that some eager science lovers 
have built a Skeptic Society Web, and 
archived Skeptic Magazine online. 


If you've got a bone to pick with alien abduc- 
tions, you might like the Skeptic Society Web. 


While the site has tons of information 
to dispel the “myths” of these newer, out- 
of-the-“ordinary” sciences and philoso- 
phies, it’s pretty boring to look at. It’s 
gray and dull and has loads of room for 
graphic improvement. The magazine sec- 
tion is a little more uplifting, with some 
photos and a bit of an easier-to-read for- 
mat. But it’s still not as shiny as it could 
be, or as I'd like it to be. 

But maybe the role of the skeptic is to 
not be shiny. After all, skeptics are into 
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real things and serious content, and you 
will definitely find this here. So, though | 
am a little too wacky to be a skeptic or to 
appreciate those who are, | found this site 
an intelligent and well-rounded iook at 
why they think things are as they are. B= 
— BG 


UFOs and Extra Terrestrials 


http://www.io.org/~dnewton/ufo.html 


What you may have missed on those 
evening television shows concerning 
unidentified flying objects and their 
extra-terrestrial pilots can be found at 
this siting...er...site. One of the first good- 
ies to greet you at UFOs and Extra 
Terrestrials is the over-publicized illustra- 
tion of America’s favorite alien (with an 
egg-shaped head and large oval eyes), 
accompanied by a shabby photo of a noc- 
turnal UFO. The site is small, but it offers 


E.T., phone home. E.T., phone home. E.T., 
phone home... 

links to common UFO points of interest on 
the Internet, including sites related to 
Fox’s paranormal TV brainchild, “The 
X-Files.” 

The UFO bug never really swept me 
up, but viewing this site certainly piqued 
my interest. | read about the Roswell 
Incident, viewed an artistic animation of 
one such unidentified flying thing (if 
you re bored and want to wait a few min- 
utes, it’s over 1.5 MB), and linked to sites 
with editorial information concerning the 
U.S. government’s “plot” to hide all UFO- 
related information. 

Beware, though, this is an informa- 
tional site — somewhat dry, with a simple 
layout, and dull photos. Most of the con- 
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tent can be found at larger and more 
encompassing sites. However, for the less- 
informed flying saucer inquirer, like me, it 
offered a small indulgence into the world 
of UFOs. C+ 

— Benjamin Kroll 


Views of the Solar System 
http://www.c3.lanl.gov/~cjhamil/ 
SolarSystem/homepage.html 


View the sun from anywhere at any time of the 
day at the Views of the Solar System site. 


Views of the Solar System is a jam-packed 
source of information on anything and 
everything solar, from the planets and 
their statistical, geographical, and rota- 
tional data to speculations on “imagi- 
nary’ stars and extra planets, and hypo- 
thetical research. It’s phenomenal as far as 
a learning tool. 

Unfortunately, a Web page with this 
much information really needs to have 
some entertainment gizmos to keep peo- 
ple interested, but this site lacks them. 
Just a few little extras would do the trick 
— maybe a game or an interactive mes- 
sage board. The site has regular updates, 
with interesting new articles and theories, 


Interested in planetary rotation? There's more 
where this came from. 


but | could see that people might “repeat- 
visit” the site more as a point of reference 
than to see what’s new in the galaxy. Still, 
it’s worthwhile, especially if you love sci- 
ence and space stuff. Despite its lack of 
“funness,’ the site’s incredible amount of 
content is reason enough to visit at 
least once. B 

— BG 


Smitty’s UFO Page 


http://www.schmitzware.com/ufo.html 


Anyone with a name like Smitty deserves 
some recognition, and if you add UFO to 
the tag line, it’s gotta be good. And, by 
golly, it is, in fact, a swell piece of work. 
This site is definite Quality. 

There are some links to valuable 
sources of information, like data statistics 
from NASA, the Freedom of Information 
Act page, and a monster mega-list of 
other UFO-related sites that is well-orga- 


Area S4 UFO 
Revealed! 


vkenow & me. netcorm 


Look! It’s a 3D model of a real spaceship — 
well, real to someone. 


nized and easy to read. And these hyper- 
links aren't just Web-specific; they also 
encompass mailing lists, Usenet news- 
groups, and IRC chat rooms. In fact, 
Smitty’s link list puts all other UFO link 
lists to shame. I’m impressed. 


Visit the places UFOs like to wander into — 
online. 


Smitty is neither obsessed nor skepti- 
cal, but constantly an in-between believer 
and non-believer, which lends a little 
more credibility to this site. Though he has 
biases, he tries to present information 
objectively, letting Web passer-byers 
make their own assessments of the UFO 
scene. And, the super-bonus: there are 
tons of fantastic pictures. A 

— BG 


EXPLORE’S SIMPLE-TO-USE FEATURES HELP EVEN THE 
SMALLEST COMPANIES THRIVE ON THE INTERNET. 


‘Limited time offer 


@ Easy INSTALLATION EXPLORE puts the Internet within reach of everybody. So what 


E ' e would you like to do? Send and receive e-mail? Browse the Web? 
® EASY INTERNET ACCESS ; ; 
Business research? Read a newsgroup? EXPLORE gives you 


@ APPLICATION LAUNCHER fast, easy access to everything the net has to offer. Simple, 


@ Mosaic WEB BROWSER point-and-click features like Launcher help you instantly access 


a Internet applications and information. And with KEYView, you 
@ KEYview ' FILE VIEWERS 


@ E-MAIL 


can view and print most files you receive—-even spreadsheets 
and graphics—without having the original application. Want to 
make the most of the Internet? EXPLORE. Ask for it where you 


buy software, or call : 


@ CONNECTION WizARD DIALER 


@ UseENET News READER 


1-800-863-4548. Ext: 191 : 
rl e-mail: info@ftp.com ; 
@ AND Mucu More WWW: http:// www.ftp.com is talerpeel Coon 


FTP Software, 100 Brickstone Square, Andover, MA 01810 (508)685-3300. 
FTP Software is a registered trademark and KEYview is trademark of FTP Software, Inc. Other tradenames, trademarks, or registered trademarks are the property of their respective holders. 


reviews 


Whole Foods Market Online 


http://www.wholefoods.com/wf.html 


Whole Foods, a natural food supermarket 
chain, has achieved success by marketing 
natural foods to yuppies with lots of dis- 
posable income. Its 40 stores are shiny 


An environmentally correct consciousness is 
espoused at the Whole Foods site. 


bright shrines to organically grown, non- 
irradiated food that hasn’t been bleached, 
bromated, or shot with hormones. 
Likewise, Whole Foods’ Web site is a 
glossy, sanitary package that attempts to 
contribute to the welfare and long-term 
survival of its customers. 

So, the site has lots of informative 
guides dealing with everything from 
sports nutrition and the healing power of 
food to instructions on how to “look 
good.” | also found recipes and a great set 
of links to other interesting sites. Plus, | 
got a very thorough education about why 
it’s important to buy organic. (“Pesticides 
are everywhere.”) In fact, there’s a strong 
political message here: The site aims to 
“generate momentum for the move toward 
safe food and sane environmental 
conduct.” 

All in all, this is a clean, friendly, 
polished site that has lots to offer visitors, 
and a message that’s presented in a heart- 
felt and positive way. A 

— MS 


New Age Web Works 


http://www.newageinfo.com/ 


Nothing fancy here, though | like the 
opening screenshot of Stonehenge. There’s 
plenty of buying resources in the New Age 
and Related Products section, where you'll 
find books and videos, software, tapes 
and CDs, and shamanistic products (like a 
Peruvian whistling vessel, described as an 
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“instrument of entheogenic sound”). The 
list of vendors covers the U.S. and 
Canada. 

The site also has a link to a UFO Study 
Groups site, articles written by site visitors 
(“An Open Letter: Women — Worried 
About Your Man Going Off to a Men’s 
Group and Maybe Not Coming Back?”), 
and some “Just For Fun!” links, like one 
that took me to a tarot-reading site. There 
wasn t as much in this section as | expect- 
ed, though, and another area, the Events 
Page, had only one happening listed. 

The best thing about this site, and it 
alone is worth a visit, is the Master Index 
of New Age-related resources. It has links 
to everything from Asatru sites (Asatru, a 
northern European religion that predates 
Christianity, is also known as the “religion 
of the Vikings”) to those related to 
Magick, Mysticism, Qabalah, Voodoo, 
Taoism, and Zen, among many others. 
There’s also a link to New Age-related TV 
series and movies (only one was there, a 


Stonehenge shines in all its mysterious glory at 
New Age Web works. 


British TV series, “Robin of Sherwood”). 
Guess there aren't many New Age-themed 
shows out there. B= 

== MS 


Organized Religion 
http://rampages.onramp.net/~scottgl/ 
regwarn.htm 


Organized Religion is prefaced by a warn- 
ing page, in which users are told of terri- 
ble things to come if they dare venture 
on. The reality, however, is that there is 
very little at this site that could be consid- 
ered shocking. Sure, it’s perfectly clear 
that the Web master is anti organized reli- 
gion in, how shall we say, a big way — 
but who cares? There are a few snippy lit- 
tle gripes about specific religions, but 
unfortunately, they’re not even that 
funny. There are a few attempts at reveal- 
ing legitimate inconsistencies within the 
realms of organized religion, but they're 


nothing you haven't heard before. And, 
finally, there are a few links to other “we- 
don’'t-like-organized-religion” sites, but 
nothing especially notable. 

In the end, | found myself asking, 
“Why?” Maybe the Web master didn’t 
make the cut as an altar boy, or never 
quite managed to reach the state of 
Nirvana, but really, is this site necessary? 
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Jesus is alive and well on the Internet, even if 
some people don’t like him. 


If there were some sort of angle to 
embrace, anything to grab hold of, then 
perhaps this site might be worth visiting. 
But without an angle (or anything close to 
an angle), you’re just typing to see your- 
self gripe, and who needs to waste online 
time on that? D 

— Patrick Baggatta 


Traveler’s Japanese 
with Voice 


http://www.ntt.jp:80/japan/japanese/ 


On your way to Japan? Make sure you 
stop off at this short course in the 
Japanese language before you go. The 
Web site, designed by Takada Toshihiro 
for Nippon Telephone and Telegraph, is 
far less ambitious than Comenius’ English 
language course (see review, page 30), 
but it gets the job done with a few dozen 
important phrases in English, phonetic 
Japanese, and written Japanese. Most 
importantly for anyone trying to learn an 
unfamiliar tongue, the phrases are avail- 
able for download as audio (.au) files. A 
tip: If you want to save a downloaded file 
for future reference, make sure you 
change its name, or the Web browser may 
delete it when you finish your session. 

The one drawback to this site is that 
you Il need special text-decoding soft- 
ware to see the written Japanese, and the 
people most likely to have such software 
are those who already know the simple 
phrases the course teaches. It would have 
been more appropriate to present the 
Japanese characters as graphic files, but 
no matter: you’re more likely to need to 
say these phrases (“I am lost. Where am | 
on this map?”) than read them. 


Open the Door to 


THE INTERNET: 


Open the door to the Internet! 


"THE SERVICE... 


A STORY $0 FABULOUS 
IT'LL MAKE YER TAIL 
SPIN AND LEAVE YOU 
SINGING 


RATED “A” 


—The Net magazine 9/95 f [ \ \ 


Everything You Need to Get On the Internet... Today! 


This software is your 
key to the Internet! 


Find TotalAccess on the 


Or call our BBS and get 
‘it right now 


Or call us and 
we'll send it to you! 


EarthLink Network™ is proud to announce the release of Total Access, 
a complete software and Internet connection package for both 


Windows and Windows 95. TotalAccess makes accessing the Internet 
easier than ever! 


access in 5 minutes. Best of all, the software is FREE with your 
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TotalAccess offers inexpensive dial-up access for as little as $19.95 per 


month from most major cities in the United States. Access with speeds 
: ; pe | 
TotalAccess includes Netscape Navigator™, award-winning Internet of up to 28.8k bps! 


access software, Eudora™, the most popular Internet e-mail software in 


TotalAccess also includes the least expensive national toll-free 800 
the world, and everything you need to register for complete Internet 


access in the world! 


Netscape Navigator is powerful 


FREE tech support 800 number with 
oe 
e é e Oo 
Internet access software. PC Magazine Get TotalAccess right now: » our friendly technical support staff 
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; File menu, choose Run. Click Browse and find the setup.exe file ‘ 
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3 pain P ; to have TotalAccess sent to you. 
tricks on finding what you’re looking for. | at up to 28,800 bps. 
“Up! «GT © «tas Sts CL iy ed LEO LL! GE GE “ee wee Gr” Le CLL 


EarthLink Network, Inc. 3171 Los Feliz Boulevard, Suite 203, Los Angeles, CA 90039 Fax: 213-644-9510 
Info via e-mail: info@earthlink.net Live human via e-mail: sales@earthlink.net 


EarthLink provides dial up Internet access to over 110 cities in the U.S., ISDN, Frame Relay and T1 service. 
We are also one of the largest Web space providers in the United States. 


©1995 EarthLink Network, Inc. Trademarks are property of their respective owners. Netscape Communications, Netscape, 
Netscape Navigator and the Netscape Communications logo are trademarks of Netscape Communications Corporation. 


reviews 


For years, people have been talking 
ow electronic communica- 
re going to revolutionize 


er!” But what has the future really 
wrought? The ability to sit in stifling 
computer rooms and watch peering 
lectures. Yawn. - 

That’ s why I’m so cecited about 
The Virtual English Language Center, 
designed by }. David Rogers and | 
Ellen M. Kappus (“The Comenius 


Group”). Both have Master’s degrees - 


in education, and they’v 
their extensive knomies 


interactive discussion eds Take, ~ 


for example, “The Weekly Idiom.” A 
_ troublesome phrase is defined, then 
presented ina patiral- -sounding 

1 be downloaded asa 
a Mac/Sun au 
also find instantly 
uestions (in which 
re added to a pub- 


your comments 


lic Web page), multiple- choice tests, 


a for-pay correspondence service, 


and the list goes on. Most of the ser- 


vices are free (for now), andthe 
content changes every week. | com- 
mend this group to you even if 
English is your native language. This 
is one effective site. A 

— Tom Geller 


If you wanna be a scholar like this dude, | ' 


go to the Virtual English —_— 
Center for some lessons. 
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Learn to speak Japanese, or at least some perti- 
nent phrases, at this site. 

Incidentally, check out the other 
Japan-related information one level above 
the language course, at http://www.ntt. 
jp:80/japan/. Where else are you going 
to hear Japan’s national anthem 
online? B 


Various groups that have some relation to 
computer cryptography are listed here, 
as well. There are also entries for the 
Cypherpunks and the National Security 
Agency. Then, there are some lesser- 
known programs, such as Dolphin, 
Kerberos, and Ripem. | think the Internet 
community is well-served by an archive 
such as this. A- 

— WKC 


— Tom Geller , 
entertainment 


security 


Quadralay Cryptography 
Archive 


http://www.quadralay.com/www/Crypt/ 
Crypt.html 


Quadralay Corporation, based in Austin, 
TX, develops client-server products for 
commercial clients. Like a lot of high-tech 
companies, it seems to believe in taking 
an active part in its community. The com- 
pany maintains an Austin page on its Web 
server, and, as part of the Internet com- 
munity, it has a cryptography archive. 
While not all of the cryptography sources 
on this page are local to its Web server, 
they are a nice, solid collection of just 
about anything you would want to know 
about computer cryptography. 

The homepage for the archive won’t 
win any design awards; it’s just a 
Quadralay logo followed by an alphabet- 
ical list of different kinds of cryptogra- 
phy. Considering that most crypto 
resources on the Web don’t even have 
graphics or a background color, this is 
pretty by those standards. The well- 
known crypto schemes, such as PGP and 
Clipper, are listed here. The PGP links are 
to the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and the Electronic Frontier 
Foundation, while the links under the 
Clipper entry are pretty varied, tapping a 
lot of writings that reflect the controver- 
sy about that government boondoggle. 


Quadralay Corp. contributes to the Internet 
community by maintaining a crypto archive. 


ilm.com 


ttp://www.film.com/film/ 


The mission of this Web page is to bring 
“a critical perspective to the world of 
film.” Generally, I’m a pretty big fan and 
proponent of the critical perspective (or is 
that “cynical” perspective?), but | don’t 
think this site has really got it. | mean, 
that mission statement sounds so high- 
minded, and all this site really has to 
offer are movie reviews. I’m not saying 
they're not interesting to read, and if you 
want to trust the reviewers’ opinions, they 
are useful. In fact, since the site has 
reviews of almost all of the current movies 
running, it’s a better source of informa- 
tion than a local newspaper because 
you're more likely to find the film you’re 
interested in here. 
film.c com 


Bringing a critical perspective 
to the world of film 


September 1995 


Werner Herzog in Seattle: 


Sept 15-17 


film.com touts its ability to bring a critical per- 
spective to film. 


The main sections of this site contain 
reviews of currently running films and 
coming attractions. The latter lists all the 
films that will be coming out in the next 
month, has capsule descriptions of the 
films, and includes film.com’s predictions 
of whether or not they will be worth see- 
ing. There are also a couple of sections for 
the serious film aficionado. One offers 
video and laser disc search services, spon- 
sored by a couple of video stores, for 
finding rare films. 

While | found the reviews section 
useful, the area | thought was the most 
fun is called “cinecism” (a clever pun, but 
the content wasn’t what | would call truly 
cynical). These are mainly humorous writ- 
ings about the world of film. B+ 

— WKC 


The Ranma 
1/2 Expanded 
Home Page 


http://www.coe.uncc.edu/~tecardwe/ 
ranma.html 


| think |'ve made the point a number 
of times in these pages that I like 
comic books and Japanimation. if this 
is your first issue of The Net, take note 
that I'm a comic book and Japani- 
mation fan. “Ranma 1/2” is a particu- 
larly great Japanese comic book and 
animated series. |'m not going to 
explain the entire concept of the story. 
Suffice it to say that it involves a man 
who turns into a giant panda when 
cold water is splashed on him, and his 
son, who metamorphoses into a girl 
under similar circumstances. They also 
both happen to be martial arts experts. 

This site is an extremely detailed 
source for information on the comic 
books, TV series, and movies. The 
home page has a rather large graphic 
of all the main characters, and a nice 
embossed background. The section 
titled Major Links has a mixture of local 
and non-local resources, and the only 
disappointing area is the FAQ. As of 
this writing, there isn t one. The image 
gallery has more than 500 pictures, 
almost all of which are local. This is 
followed by pages of information on 
the TV episodes and the movies. 

| was amazed at the amount of 
stuff here. The section titled 
Translations has fan translations of the 
comic books into English. There are 
some official published translations 
available in the better comics stores. 
Then, there are tons of sound files and 
movie files linked to here. This is seri- 
ously one of the most comprehensive 
fan sites | ve seen. A 


A hit in Japan, “Ranma 1/2” is under- 
ground, and on the Web, in the U.S. 


Media Mall 


http://www.mediamall.com/ 


Media Mall says it wants to “to create a 
virtual community center built around 
‘views you can use.’ ” This certainly 
piqued my curiosity, so | flipped through 
the site to find out more. The text of the 
first page says there are three sections; 
Now Media, for news; Pro Media, for pro- 
fessional media producers; and Fun 
Media, for the discerning individual look- 
ing for satisfying forms of entertainment. 
| didn’t know enough yet, so | clicked on 
the graphic to enter the Media Mall. 

The page at which | ended up had a 
quote at the top comparing Web culture 
to mall rat culture, plus a link to the 
sponsors and links to the content areas 
mentioned above. Since | still didn’t know 
what this site was about, | clicked on Now 
Media to see the kind of news in which it 
specializes. There were a few articles on 
the Internet, and one on Windows 95, but 
nothing provided any hard-core material 
to expand on the mission statement. So, | 
went to look at Pro Media. This section, 
containing articles for media professionals 
about how to profitably use the Web, 
made a little more sense. “So, it’s an 
online magazine for producers,” | found 


of Communications 

While this site’s mission may be a little cryptic, 
Media Mall's RKO tower graphic is distinctive. 
myself thinking. To clarify this, | hada 
look at Fun Media, which seemed to be 
devoted to CD-ROM reviews and demos, 
stuff that would make sense in a magazine 
for new media producers. 

Why, | wondered, didn’t someone 
just come out and say it’s an online mag- 
azine? Media Mall is really nicely 
designed, but it seems to have a very 
poorly defined mission. C+ 

— WKC 


Movie Link 
http://www.777film.com/ 


The Movie Link Web site is useful for those 
of us who are way too lazy to pick up the 


phone. One time, when my friends and | 
were sitting around trying to figure out 
what movie to see, | stuck my head up 
from my computer and said, “Wait a 
minute.” | loaded the Movie Link page and 
got all the information | needed over the 
Internet. 

Because the Internet is extra-geo- 
graphical (new word, anybody?), Movie 
Link starts off with a map of the U.S. and 
asks you to pick a city. The only cities it 
has are the ones where the Movie Link 
phone service is already available, so if 
you live in Pascagoula, for example, 
you re out of luck. After choosing San 
Francisco, | found a more detailed listing 
of the neighborhoods, then was able to 
choose from all the movies playing in the 


Hello and Welcome to 


777-FiLM OnLine 


America's source for movie information, 
showtimes, previews, and even tickets. 


Click bere te 90 ie the movies “3 


The online version of Movie Link has movie 
times and locations for a number of cities. 


area. Some movie theaters even allow 
online ticket ordering, via Netscape’s 
secure mode, but with the $1.00 surcharge 
per ticket, it’s not really worth it. 

Other areas of the Movie Link site 
have movie descriptions, downloadable 
pictures and video clips, and a chat area 
that also features links to movie-related 
newsgroups. Although generally non-crit- 
ical of the movies, it’s a pretty good 
resource for current films. A 

— WKC 


Night Stand Home Page 


http://www.nightstand.com/ 


With the proliferation of talk shows going 
unchecked in the wild lands of American 
television, there’s lots of room for parody. 
“Dick Dietrick’s Night Stand” is a new TV 
show that lampoons all the freak shows, 
and it’s got its own Web site (though the 
site claims that it’s the “first Web site with 
its very own television talk show”). 

The great thing about the site is that 
the people who designed it aren't just 
some promotional hacks, they're hip to 
the Internet. 

My favorite section is called Dick’s 
Picks. It’s sort of a joke hot list of favorite 
Internet sites. The first one | tried was the 
Manly Man’s Home Page, but | wasn’t 
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Because we are the only online service that offers full internet access, easy-to-use email and unsurpassed content, we have 
become a vital connection between people and their dreams. And right now, you can have 10 free hours to fly anywhere 


you'd like on this powerful service. Visit over 3000 sites. Sit in on countless forums. Surf the Net. Whatever you want to 


do, you can do it free for ten hours your first month. After that, a CompuServe membership is yours for only $9.95 a month; 


and only $2.95 an hour after 5 free hours of access every month. So give your dreams wings. Give them CompuServe. 


For a free membership kit, mail the reply card or call 1-800-487-4838. CompuServe 


©1995 CompuServe Incorporated, an H&R Block Company. 


manly enough to be admitted. There’s a 
link to the Twinkie Institute Home Page, 
restricted to civilians, where the secret, 
classified recipe for Twinkies is kept. | 
think the best link is the Society For The 
Proliferation Of Blinking Text Home Page. 


és GWetcome To 7 HE lieny Grane Wen Siete 
Is it a talk show with a Web site, or a Web site 
with a talk show? Only Dick Dietrick knows. 


The section for upcoming show topics 
is absolutely hilarious. If the real show 
lives up to the promise of these topics, it 
certainly will be worth watching. The topic 
for the pilot show, which aired Sept. 16, 
was “SEXAHOLICS: The Problem, The Cure, 
and Where To Meet Them.” The only 
caveat I’ve got about this site/show is that 
it’s owned by the Spelling Entertainment 
Group, which itself is the child of 
Blockbuster Entertainment. And we all 
know Blockbuster is the locus of all evil in 
America today. A 

— WKC 


Rickie Lee Jones’ House 


http://www.repriserec.com/Reprise _ 
HTML_Pages/Rickie_Lee/main_|.html 


No, Rickie Lee Jones is not the latest girl 
rap star. She’s been around for ages. Well, 
since the late 70s, anyway. She’s one of 
those singers who has maintained a small 


fete 
Wandering through Rickie’s house on the Web, 
you'll be amazed at how much space there is. 


cult following over the years, selling 
enough records to keep her recording 
contract and playing sold-out shows in 
medium-sized concert venues. 

Since the Internet is such a sanctuary 
for cults, it’s fitting that Rickie Lee now 
has a Web site. The site tries to evoke the 
metaphor of a living space through its 


title, Rickie’s House, and a graphic of 
brownstone bricks running along the left 
side of the screen. The other linked pages 
also have names that continue the 
metaphor, such as Rickie’s Video Vault, 
Rickie’s Writing Room, and The 
Auditioning Room. Frankly, I’ve seen this 
living space metaphor pulled off much 
more successfully on other Web sites. It 
really is a nice-looking site, though: well- 
arranged, with pretty colors and graphics. 
And it’s quite complete. There are video 
clips of Rickie to download, pictures of her 
in the Picture Gallery, and audio clips in 
The Auditioning Room. The real gem, in 
my opinion, is the Writing Room, where 
Rickie’s self-written bio is kept. This ram- 
bling narrative was mainly composed 
while she was driving around the Arizona 
desert. Hopefully, it will be a continuing 
journal. B+ 

— WKC 


Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and 
Museum 


http://www.rockhall.com/ 


America’s biggest and most recent contri- 
bution to culture, rock ’n roll, is finally 
getting the recognition every accepted art 
form gets — it’s been institutionalized and 
encased in glass. The Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame was established in the 80s (a partic- 
ularly bad time for rock music) and 
recently got its own museum in Cleveland. 
Now there's a Web site. Admittedly, the 
site is professionally constructed. It’s got 
a nice image map on the homepage, 
which makes the whole site pretty easy to 
navigate. 

There’s also a neat feature on the 
homepage called Today in Rock, which 
lists rock star birthdays and events for the 
current day (although if you’re not in 
Cleveland’s time zone, it could be yester- 
day by the time you read it). 

The two main areas of the site are the 
list of inductees and “THE 500 songs.” The 
inductee section is a great collection of 
one-page bios of all the people who have 
made it into the Hall of Fame. Each bio 
page has a nice little portrait at the top, 
and a sound file, in .wav, .au, and 
RealAudio formats. The sound files have 
music playing in the background, while 
somebody talks about the artist. “THE 500 
songs’ are a set of songs that have been 
voted in as rock standards. | always have 
a tough time with lists like this, because 
my opinions about music are strong, so | 


Rock Online 


http://www.rockonline.com/ 


From industry Web sites to individual 
fan pages to newsgroups, music is 
being promoted all over the Internet. 
Even radio stations have gotten into 
the act, although their regional nature 
doesn't exactly go hand-in-hand with 
the extra-geographical nature of the 
Internet. Rock Online is a congilomer- 
ation of industry, fan, and radio sta- 
tion content united in an effort to 
promote music. 

The industry side of the site is 
sponsored by EMI, so there are some 
extensive pages for a few of EMI's 
bands. The Queensryche pages are - 
filled with the holy grail of content, 
original material. Video clips and pic- 
tures not published anywhere else, 
and the sound engineers journal 


me 


A skateboarder graphic underscores 
Rock Online's college radio and indie 
rock affiliations. 


entries from the tour, are available 
here. Other musician pages from EMI 
are Milla and The Tea Party. From a 
graphics standpoint, The Tea Party 
has the best pages, although there is 
a screensaver on the Milla pages. 

_WNYU, a New York college radio 
station, provides the radio content, 
although by the time this is printed, 
Rock Online will have a RealAudio 
server running that should provide 
audio content from a number of 
radio stations. 7 

The element | like most about 

Rock Online is the fan input. There’s a 
whole page of links to some of the 
better fan sites. Most corporate sites 
won t even touch fan sites, unless to 


— shut them down. Rock Online also has 


a number of Web chat areas. All in all, 
this well-designed site promotes free- 
dom of speech and fan pages. B+ 

— WKC 
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The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame’s Web site has 
great bio info on tons of musicians. 


end up thinking the people who put the 
list together are idiots. For example, 
there’s a song by The Smiths on there, but 
nothing by The Cramps. Hello! Are we 
talking about rock ’n roll here, or what? | 
also think there should be clips of the 
songs to download. 

If nothing else will draw you to this 
site, consider the contest where you can 
win a guitar-shaped watch. All you have 
to do is write a 75-word essay on your 
best rock experience. B 

— WKC 


Tales of Wonder 
http://www.ece.ucdavis.edu/~darsie/ 
tales.html 


Once upon a time, in the land of the World 
Wide Web, there was an archive full of 
stories collected from all sorts of different 
peoples living all over the big, real world. 
Nobody knew who were the authors of 
these stories. People had always just told 
them to one another, and they came to be 
known as folk tales. They were all simple 
stories, and usually told about very fan- 
tastic things, like talking animals and 
monsters. 


Tales of Wonder doesn’t have much in the way 
of graphics, but it does have lots of folk stories. 


Actually, | don’t think any of the sto- 
ries archived on the Tales of Wonder site 
begin with “Once upon a time.” They’re 
all folk tales from Russia, Siberia, China, 
Japan, the Middle East, Scandinavia, 
Scotland, England, and America. | was 
laughing quite a bit as | read them, often 
because of how quaint they are. The story 
of “The Tongue-Cut Sparrow,” from Japan, 
features a sparrow and its family who 
have some humans over as guests, and 
serve them boiled rice, fish and, cress. | 
was kind of wondering how the sparrows 
were able to cook food. Then the sparrows 
present the humans with a basket as a gift 
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that ended up being filled with silks and 
gold. Clearly, with this and the other sto- 
ries, you have to suspend your disbelief. 
The most amusing aspect of this story, 
and many of the others here, is that justice 
is meted out to the wrongdoers. In this 
case, an evil woman is carried off by 
bugs. Crazy. 

The site is pretty much all text, but 
it’s arranged well, and the selection of 
stories is excellent. | really like online 
texts, so | would like to nominate this as 
one of the treasures of the Web. B 

— WKC 


Tom Waits Digest 


http://www.nwu.edu/waits/ 


The Tom Waits Digest is a big Web site, the 
kind where | head down one link, find a 
page interspersed with yet more links, and 
end up getting totally lost. | like sites that 
are this complex, so instead of docking it 
points for being hard to navigate, I'll give 
it a better rating. If God had intended 


All the info you could possibly want about 
notable raconteur Tom Waits is here. 
Web sites to be easily navigable, s/he 
wouldn’t have put the forward and back 
buttons into Web browsers, right? 

While most people know Tom Waits 
from his music, the Digest has tons of 
information about his other endeavors. 

The items in the Table of Contents are 
Biography, Music, Acting, Literature, 
Concerts, and FAQ. The bio is pretty amus- 
ing, with some anecdotes that show Tom 
Waits’ bizarre sense of humor. | was 
amazed at the extensiveness of the Acting 
section. There are also listings of TV 
appearances and plays he has written or 
acted in. Like a good fan site, this one is 
full of details. It seems to have logged 
every public appearance Tom Waits ever 
made. The only thing | found disappoint- 
ing was the lack of sound files. When I’m 
reading about a performer | like, | usually 
end up yearning to hear his or her music. 
Of course, most of this material is copy- 
righted, and it’s illegal to put copyrighted 
material on a Web site without getting 
permission. But you'd think one small 
sound clip wouldn't matter. A- 

— WKC 


Hilton Net Home Page 


http://www.hilton.com/ 


One impact of the Internet is that it’s giv- 
ing the pink slip to travel agents, as air- 
lines and hotels increasingly put the tools 
out there to let us common folk become 
our own travel agents. 

While using the net still may not be 
as convenient for you as simply calling up 
a travel agent and saying, “I want to go 
on this day, and come back on this other 
day, and | want this hotel for so many 
nights,” it does take care of the American 
mind’s desire to know that it’s getting the 
best deal possible. Hilton Net almost ful- 
fills this need. 

The site has tasteful, professional 
graphics, with different areas — 
Reservations, a Directory, Promotions, and 
so on — accessible by push buttons. What 
| liked best was the Concierge. Every page 
has this caricature of the Hilton Concierge 
and a keyword entry form for online help. 
The number of topics on which he could 
provide help were limited, but | did like 
the notion of service he represented. The 
site’s main use is to locate the various 
Hilton hotels around the country and the 
amenities they offer. 


Lobby 


“Weicome io the Hilton internet Travel Center. As pour concierge, Jam here to assist 

fast type a key word or, beiow, or click or tora Hist of and 

peu. pct ag o Phrase | my image ‘keywords 
REE 


At Hilton Net, everyone gets first class treat- 
ment from the virtual concierge. 

Another section | particularly liked 
was the list of Promotions. I’ve heard there 
are always discounts that can be had from 
most hotels, and that you should never 
pay the price on the rate card, but I’ve 
never known how to find these deals. 

The Promotions section gives you the 
inside scoop on which hotels in the Hilton 
chain are offering discounts, and what 
secret word you need to say to get them. 

While there is a form on this site to 
place online reservations, there’s no infor- 
mation about prices. Unless I’m on an 
expense account, I'd be pretty wary about 
placing reservations when | have no idea 
what it’s going to cost. B= 

— WKC 
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Mac/Windows 

Personal Training Systems (PTS) 
800 832 2499 
ptssales@ptst.com 

$29.95 U.S. 
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Let Peter Norton (of Norton Utilities) guide you 
through Netscape Navigator. 


This is an interactive tutorial on CD-ROM 
for Netscape Navigator, the most popular 
browser for the World Wide Web. PTS has 
created an extremely comprehensive and 
graphically strong guide to using 
Netscape, covering every nook and cranny 
possible. No button or menu bar is left 
un-pressed. The tutorial is painfully sim- 
ple, explaining with accurate definitions 
any word that might not be understood 
and offering an easy-to-use interface that 
even technophobic humanoids could fig- 
ure out. In fact, there’s even a mini walk- 
through tutorial showing you how to use 
the CD-ROM. No lie. 

The guide proceeds in logical order, 
leaving the more difficult tasks, like file 
transfers and preference files, to the end 
(at which time | felt like such a pro that 
the hard stuff seemed easy — of course | 
am a pro, but anyway, you'll feel like one, 
too, | promise). In essence, it’s very good. 
However, the underlying question is: “Do | 
really need this?” You will need to arrive 
at an answer to that yourself. 

Even though it is beautifully done 
and covers all the bases, | recommend it 
only for the newest newbie on the block 


PTS has built a great guide, but only you can 
determine if you really need it. 
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(who desires hand-holding the entire way 
and doesn’t have a friend to do that — 
and has an extra $30 to spend). In other 
words, if you know someone who has 
never used the Web or a browser and is 
terrified of computers, or if this descrip- 
tion applies to you, PTS might actually 
teach you how to be an Internet cowboy — 
or at least get you out of the stable. 

BG 


DOS Windows 
Domark 


415 513 8933 
http://www.domark.com/domark/ 
$2/hour, $10 minimum/month U.S. 


The beauty of the Internet is that it gives 
people from all over the globe opportuni- 
ties to communicate, exchange diverse 
cultural viewpoints, fall in love, and blast 
each other out of the skies. Yes, along with 
our meaningful experiences, we've got to 
have our fun. Confirmed Kill (CK) is an 
absolutely amazing advance in the world 
of online games, and there's a lot of room 
for more in this field. CK is a fighter pilot 
game using World War II era planes. Pilots 
load the software on to their home PCs, 
dial up their local service provider, and 
Telnet into Domark’s server. 

PC flight sims tend to be a lot more 
complex than video game-type fighter 
pilot games. The designers strive to make 
them realistic, and CK is no exception. 
With a joy stick and a half page of key- 
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With an enemy fighter in your sights all you 
have to do is let loose with the machine guns, 
but with a limited amount of ammo, you don't 
want to miss. 
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board commands, though, the controls for 
CK are less complex than most flight simu- 
lators. The designers were pretty hard- 
core, and I was cursing them each time I'd 
try to take off and go spinning off the 
runway. Apparently, the torque from a 
real plane’s propeller will cause it to veer 
left unless you compensate with the rud- 
der, so this feature just had to be written 
into CK. Once I'd finally mastered my 


plane and gotten off the ground, | was 
really having fun. A light touch on the 
controls kept me airborne, and anything 
around was suddenly reduced to target 
status. Of course, as | would descend on 
what | thought was some innocent victim, 
it would calmly pull some trick maneuver 
that would put it behind me and | would 
either be shot down, or have to try and 
turn and risk spinning out of control and 
ending up as a smudge on the ground. 
CK only takes a 9,600 baud modem 
to play, and there’s rarely any kind of 
frame delay or jumpiness in the action. 
While the beta of CK offers a limited num- 
ber of planes, the release version should 
have a choice of 15 planes. Plans are for 
organized wars between four countries. 
When pilots register, they sign up with 
one of the countries, and earn points by 
shooting down enemy aircraft, or blowing 
up ground resources of the enemy. Before 
attempting to play this game, read the 
FAQ, which also serves as a detailed man- 


# , ; is = Ty: 
The action in Confirmed Kill can get intense, 
especially of the land resources such as airports, 
where the enemy can try and wipe out all of 
your grounded planes. 


ual. It’s available, with the software, on 
Domark’s Web site at http://www. 
domark.com/domark/. A 

— WKC 


DOS Windows 

Net Nanny LTD. 

800 340 7177 
http://www.netnanny.com/netnanny/ 
$49.95 U.S. 


According to various members of Congress 
and the mainstream media, everybody 
who logs on to the Internet is going to 
immediately have obscene pictures thrust 
onto their screens, and strangers are 
going to send a flood of e-mail with all 
sorts of sexual propositions. Net Nanny is 
one of a few new software products that 
allow parents to censor the information 
their kids can access while surfing the net 
without forcing them to look over their 
little shoulders. 


Unfortunately, Net Nanny has a very 
primitive interface that reminds me more 
of the DOS programs from 10 years ago 
than of the slick Windows programs of 
today. Parents are required to enter all the 
words they don’t want their children to be 
exposed to into Net Nanny’s dictionary, 
and set the number of times those words 
can appear on the screen before Net 
Nanny shuts down the program in which 
those words appeared. If Net Nanny shuts 
down a program, it won’t let that program 
be opened again. 

To change Net Nanny’s parameters, 
or reset a shut-down program, the Net 
Nanny floppy disk has to be used. This 
makes the disk the key to the security of 
the program. Personally, | would prefer a 
password system. Disks can get lost or 


Net Nanny will pull the plug on any applica- 
tions, even non-internet, that violate its delicate 
sense of decorum. 


damaged, or kids can be smart enough to 
“borrow” the disk. Also, Net Nanny can’t 
regulate pictures, so Net Nanny won’t help 
a lot on the Web. Finally, | found that a 
quick way to reset Net Nanny is to restart 
the computer. 

While Net Nanny may be effective for 
kids under eight who aren’t that computer 
savvy yet, it’s likely that they’re also 
going to be too young to use the text- 
based Internet resources that Net Nanny 
can regulate. C- 

— WKC 


NaviPress 1.0 
Mac/Windows 

NaviSoft, Inc. 

800 879 6882 
http://www.navisoft.com 
$99.00 U.S. 


I’ve been complaining about the quality of 
HTML editors for a while now. | want an 
HTML editor that works as smoothly as 
Microsoft Word 6.0’s Internet Assistant; | 


HardOrive:Applications:NaviPress Folder:DiscoveryPlace.htmt 


Discovery Place - The Petroleum Industry's On-Line Resource Centre 


Wee to Discovery Pct - SE STASI «2:2 the wo. We 
your ollcs ges prpoury in ow perviaun thei oxction, depose of cqupaea nthe oils me ; 
aa ae a a a TT PRONE 
Most of the buttons on the NaviPress toolbar 
are pretty familiar if you've used a Web browser 
and a word processor. 
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want to be able to select text and bold it 
by clicking a button; | want to be able to 
put graphics into a document with cut 
and paste functions. NaviSoft promised to 
do such a thing, at a reasonable price. 
NaviPress 1.0 handles most page lay- 
out functions in HTML pretty smoothly, 
and it’s got some good administrative 
tools. The interface is set up so that | 
could look at a document in a browser 
window (I could even use it to browse the 
Web, although it’s a bit slow), and select 
graphics and text to cut and paste. It also 
has a “Find/Replace” function, which is 
pretty standard on word processing pro- 
grams. There is also an “Import” function 
under the “File” menu for putting graph- 
ics or other doc- 
uments onto a 
Web page. 
Creating links is 
handled by 
selecting the 
“Links” entry 
under the 
“Element” 
menu, and 
choosing from a 
dialog box the 
document you 
want to refer- 
ence. NaviPress 
also has a func- 
tion that lets me 
see all the links 
in graphical for- 
mat between a 
specific set of 
documents. 
Certain HTML 
tags aren't built 
into NaviPress, 
though. There 
are no align- 
ment tools for 
centering 
graphics or text, 
and it also lacks 


| Mect Ned 
and Nelda, 
our cyberspace, 


reviews 


color tools in its formatting options, 
although NaviPress 1.1 will support these 
HTML 3.0 and Netscape extensions. It does 
have a function for inserting special HTML 
tags, so if | knew the tag to set a back- 
ground color, | could just enter it, whether 
the program itself knows it or not. And the 
good people at NaviSoft have also incor- 
porated an upgrade feature, which will 
automatically open up its Web site to add 
the latest HTML tags to the program. A= 
— WKC 


WinWeather 1.0 
Windows 

Insanely Great Software 

800 319 5107 
http://www.webcom.com/~igs/ 
weather.html 

$19.00 U.S. Shareware 


Sometimes, it doesn’t take much to excite 
me about software. This little shareware 
application, WinWeather, isn’t much, but | 
was absolutely charmed by it. 

All WinWeather does is tell me the 
weather, but it accomplishes that task for 
cities all over the world, and even offers 
forecasts. The secret behind WinWeather is 
the Weather Underground at the 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Low-Profile 
100% Cotton 
Embroidered Hats 


netsurfing Aliens! You’ve got to be 


comfortable when surf’n the net. Now you 


can curl up in an J1 oz. 95% cotton cross 

grain Lee sweatshirt or keep cool in a 100% 
Hanes Beefy T-shirt both in ash gray. So call 
NETSRER, Inc. today @ 1-800-SURF NET 


and stay warm and keep cool while surf’n in your softwear from Ned and Nelda! 


Sweatshirt $36.00 - “Beefy” T’s $17.00 m.t 4 xt) - xt) Add $2.00 « Hats $21.00 


Visit Ned & Nelda’s Space Station @ NETSRFR’s 
Home Page @ http//www. netsrfr.com. 


(Only U.S. funds please) allow, 2-4 weeks delivery * All orders shipped via ground - shipping & handling 


$4.50 * Money Orders, VISA / MC / Discover * FL residents add 7% sales tax © 1995 
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University of Michigan, where weather 
information from the entire planet is col- 
lected and published on the Internet. 

With a live Internet connection, 
WinWeather will tap the Weather 
Underground site, then present the weath- 
er information in an easily read format. In 
the configuration menu, | could choose 
from a multitude of cities the ones | want- 
ed put on the regular display. 


im 


WinWeather is the shareware program that 
allows you to be your own Weatherperson. 


Then, | could choose the type of 
information | wanted displayed about 
them, such as temperature (it’s 51 degrees 
in Moscow right now), humidity, and wind 
direction and speed (Chicago has winds 
coming from the West at three m.p.h. at 
this very moment). 

And, for the at-a-glance conditions, 
there’s little animations that show a 
sparkling sun, or clouds drifting across the 
sky, or rain (it’s raining in Anchorage right 
now). Clicking on a city or the “Forecast” 
button will bring up the text for the weath- 
er report, and a forecast for the next couple 
of days. The great thing is that it’s share- 
ware, which also means it’s cheap. A= 

— WKC 


inContext Spider 
Windows — 

InContext Corporation 

800 263 0127 
http://www.icontext.ca 
$99 U.S. 


InContext Spider bills itself as a simple, 
easy-to-use HTML editor that will quickly 
get you online with sparkly creative home 
pages. And, while there are indeed some 
very impressive attributes to the program, 
it is far from simple. In fact, it’s downright 
obtrusive, confusing, and at times, 
mind-boggling. 

First, its redeeming qualities. Unlike 
most HTML editors, Spider will let you see 
your images as they will appear on your 
document on the Web. This is super-handy 
for people who don’t want to waste time 
flipping between browser and editor to 
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verify that the pictures are where they’re 
supposed to be. Spider also has skads of 
pre-formatted templates, so novices could 
pick a style, type in a few words and have 
an almost instant home page if they 
wanted to. 

Will it be creative? Probably not. Will 
it have lots of hyperlinks? Only if users 
had lots of links stored in their bookmarks 
files. You see, Spider makes it difficult to 
manually add in an URL. And “point and 
click” really doesn’t mean much if you 
don’t have the site you want to link 
already in the database. Sigh. 

And can we talk interface? Yikes! This 
arachnid has an icon bar a mile long. It 
sort of looks like a word processor with all 
new buttons (that, of course, I’ve never 
seen). You definitely NEED to spend a good 
chunk of time reading the online manual, 
but don’t bother with the included paper 
manual. It’s weak. In fact, | found a screen 
shot in the paper manual that wasn’t even 
in the actual program. Hmmmm. 


1 dik 


This is one of many “creative” (7???) homepage 
templates to make HTML easy. 


Spider boasts all sorts of customiza- 
tion features, amazing this and amazing 
that, and while | have few doubts that it 
does what it says it does, its cryptic orga- 
nization is so frustrating you'd really have 
to ask yourself: “Why bother?” 

Not to mention the fact that to maxi- 
mize these features, you need to know the 
C++ programming language. Easy??? Ha, | 
laugh at that. It really could be a good 
program, and maybe future versions will 
be a little truer to the “HTML made easy” 
tag on the cover of the box. But for now, 
stay clear and use a freeware or shareware 
editor instead. D 

— BG 


Blue Skies PPC2.0b5 


Macintosh 

University of Michigan 
gopher://groundhog.sprl.umich.edu 
Free 


For years, educators have tried to make 
learning science a fun activity. My junior 


high science teacher accomplished this by 
combining two hydrogen atoms and one 
oxygen atom, which blew up the milk car- 
ton he had put them in (he’d made an H- 
bomb). | don’t know how much | learned 
from that, but it was neat. 

Blue Skies, an interface and search 
tool for the raw data collected at the 
University of Michigan, is an educational 
program that tries to make learning about 
weather and the earth fun. Weather is a 
natural in the fun category, just because 
it’s so tangible. Try and make particle 
physics fun. The program was developed 
for the K-12 educational market, but I’ve 
been having fun with it either because | 
didn’t learn this stuff, or else because | 
forgot it. The main window has 1! buttons 
that open up such files as international 
weather, national weather, historical 
information, movies, and animations. 

This isn’t the kind of program that 
you can just put a kid on and let him or 
her go, however. The interface doesn't 
hide all the boring computer stuff like 
directories and file names. It would prob- 
ably work best to have an adult go 
through it, find all the fun stuff, then 
guide kids through. For example, clicking 
on the historical events button opens up a 
window with folders labeled “Clouds,” 
“Eclipse,” “Hurricanes,” and so on. Inside 
these folders are movies and text informa- 
tion about the events. Because Blue Skies 
is very interactive with the University of 
Michigan site, a fast Internet connection is 
necessary because of the frequent down- 
loads. To get Blue Skies, use a gopher util- 


Science is made fun with the Blue Skies free- 
ware weather program. 


ity to get to groundhog.sprl.umich. 
edu, or just enter gopher:// 
groundhog.sprl.umich.edu in your 
browser address window. B= 

— WKC 


PSI Wes" PROVIDES SMALL BUSINESSES WITH 


— MOST COMPREHENSIVE, AFFORDABLE WORLD WIDE WEB 
SOLUTION AVAILABLE ANYWHERE. 


You know your organization needs global exposure. But you don’t want to pay hefty fees for 
each person who visits your site. It's too hard to budget for...and too costly. 


As a PS|Wes subscriber, your monthly rate is based solely on the specific content 
of your Web site, so your costs are easy to budget and completely up to you to control. 
And you can change the content as often as you like - FREE. 


We'll even help you promote the site for free, by posting your home page in 
high-traffic Web locations on a rotating basis. 


What's more, PSI Wes’s exclusive WebConnect™ program will enable you to provide dial-up 
Internet access to your important customers and hot prospects. A service 
they're sure to appreciate. Even better, PSINET’s® InterRamp™ software will automatically 
display your home page first, each time they log on, so you'll always be the first 
thing they see. And since your site will be running on our server, you'll never have to 
worry about security. 


Best of all, the PSI Wes service takes full advantage of PSINerT - the largest and best 
public Internet network in the world. So give your organization the global exposure you 
know you need today. Otherwise, the world could pass you by. To find out more, call 


1-800-419-4932 eo. 67 
ae PSINET THE INTERNET STARTS HERE 


_ Internet E-Mail: psinet-info@psi.com + World Wide Web: http://www.inter.net/ - PSINeT faxserver: 1-800-329-7741 
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Shopping on the Internet Jaclyn Easton 


Coriolis Group Books 800 410 0192 
nd Beyond! 
ss Y i $19.99 U.S. ISBN 1-883577-33-0 


It took me a while to get past the garish colors of this book’s cover art. But one afternoon, | 
finally pulled it off the shelf and flipped back the cover. Luckily, the inside pages were in 
non-threatening black and white. Once | started flipping through the pages, | started to 
really like this book. Reading this catalog of catalogs was like entering capitalist consumer 
dreamland, where | could imagine how various products would make my life more complete. 

Shopping on the Internet is a great collection of places that sell things online. The sites 
detail products for sale, but often you have to use the phone and a credit card to order them. 
The book is organized by types of merchandise, such as gifts, animals, and food, although 
some sections are based on services, such as travel agents. Each entry gives a description of 
what’s for sale at the site; Web and e-mail addresses; and price range. Some of the sites list- 
ed even have a discount coupon set up exclusively for readers of the book. 

The author notes that her book is not intended as a definitive list of all the shopping 
sites on the Internet. Instead, she says she’s listed the best ones she’s found. This opens up 
questions of subjectivity and taste, and whether the author’s idea of a great clothing site, for 
example, matches the reader’s. A= 

s WKC 


Fundamentals re} Computer Edward Amaroso 


e PTR Prentice Hall 800 6 6 
Security Technology Nee, 
$52.00 U.S. ISBN 0-13-108929-3 


Although stylistically dry, this book provides a pretty complete overview of computer net- 
work security. It was written to be used as a textbook, so it’s kind of pedantic, but | never 
felt | was being talked down to. | want to emphasize the fact that it is an overview, covering 
the principles of computer security, and not a technical manual. Although, judging from the 
haphazard security implementations on computer networks around the country, this book 
would probably be valuable for administrators to read. It would also be pretty useful for 
hackers and crackers to read, since there are some pretty detailed descriptions of ways to 
break into computer networks. 

The book is structured like a course in computer security, starting off with the funda- 
mentals, such as defining threats and attacks, and covering some methodologies for dia- 
gramming system security. From there, it gets a little more specific about what components 
of a system might be vulnerable to attack, and appropriate protection measures. There are 
even exercises at the end of each chapter to help reinforce what you've just read. 

One serious problem with this book is that it’s not very current. A lot of the issues dis- 
cussed are more relevant to a mainframe environment than a group of networked PCs. B= 

— WKC 


internet Gizmos For Windows Joel Diamond, Howard Sobel, & Valda Hilley 
IDG Books 800 434 3422 


$39.99 U.S. ISBN 1-56884-451-4 


Internet Gizmos is one of those rare books designed to complement a CD-ROM, and not vice 
versa. This means the book is useless unless you plan on using the CD-ROM. The CD has more 
than 40 commercial and shareware software, including helper and connection applications, 
and HTML editors. The more notable goodies are PC Eudora (the freeware version) for manag- 
ing e-mail, Trumpet Winsock to configure a TCP/IP connection, Face to Face (a person-to-per- 
son conferencing program for Mac and Windows), and LView, the premier image file editor for 
Windows (reading JPEG, JFIF, GIF 87a/89a, TIFF, and PCX formats). 

The book is basically a glorified instruction manual for the included software. There’s no 
history of the Internet (thank goodness), rules of netiquette, or annoying list of “cool” things 
to do. True, you could get the same info by perusing the “readme” files of the shareware or 
purchasing the software directly, but there’s a certain convenience factor that comes with a 
bundled package. Although this isn’t much of a bargain, considering you still have to regis- 
ter and pay shareware fees on top of the $39.99 cover price, you do get all your instructions 
packed into one place, and it’s much easier to buy this book than to waste all your online 
connect time searching for shareware. Not a bad investment for Windows Internet users. B= 
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Com uter Crimes: David Icove, Karl Seger, & William VonStorch 


A Crimefighter’s Handbook O’Reilly & Associates 800 889 8969 
$24.95 U.S. ISBN 1-56592-086-4 


Computer Crime has a substantially different focus than lots of other books on computer 
security. It’s not a technical manual on how to set up a secure network. There’s no detailed 
information about how to put in firewalls or virus protection programs, and no discussion on 
server-to-server encrypted communications programs. Instead, it focuses on situations and 
conditions in which you'd want to install a firewall, or other protective measures. 

It's a pretty fun read, although there’s an implicit paranoia in the subject matter. The 
first part of the book discusses types of crimes and the kinds of people who commit them. 
The second section gets into prevention, covering technological solutions and personnel 
problems. Part three, on what to do about computer crime, is hard-core police stuff. The dis- 
cussion ranges from getting a search warrant to educating judges and juries on the complex- 
ities of computer crimes. Part four lists all the computer crime laws, with their original text. 
Maybe it’s my liberal temperament, but | had to step back often from the security profes- 
sional attitude that prevails in the book. From its discussions of spies, hackers, and disgrun- 
tled employees, | came away with a sense that “THEY” are out there trying to mess with my 
computer. Of course, it also made me want to figure out how to be a hard-core hacker. B+ 

— WKC 


Frederic J. Cooper, Chris Goggans, John K. Halvey, 
Larry Hughes, Lisa Morgan, Karanjit Siyan, William 
Stallings, & Peter Stephenson 

New Riders Publishing 800 653 6156 

$35.00 U.S. ISBN 1-56205-471-6 


implementing Internet 
Security 
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The idea probably sounded pretty good at first. Get a bunch of professionals from the com- 
puter world together to write a really definitive work on network security in the age of the 
Internet. Choose current topics. Tastefully design the cover. Unfortunately, the plethora of 
authors results in a book that’s very uneven in style and subject matter. 

The first five chapters are good, covering the basics in some detail. Chapter one, which 
defines computer security, familiarizes the reader with the terms that will be used. Chapter 
two discusses principles of security as laid down by the Department of Defense. From there, 
the book delves into the specifics of securing local networks and their connections to the 
Internet. Chapter five, on firewalls, is particularly good. After that, however, the subject mat- ee 
ter kind of spins out of control. Finally, appendix B of this book is just a reprint of the a 
Internet Task Force’s publication RFC 1244 — “The Site Security Handbook.” While this is an 
essential document to have, dropping it in as an appendix to /mplementing Internet Security 
only helps to give the whole book a rather haphazard feel. © 

ee WKC 


Cultural Treasures of the Net Michael Clark 
Prentice Hall 800 382 3419 


$22.95 U.S. ISBN 0-13-209669-2 


Well, this book definitely has the most tasteful of Internet book covers, as it should. It’s a 
book about humanities resources: art, literature, sociology, film, philosophy, and women’s 
studies. And it’s exceptional, listing libraries with name and e-mail contacts, as well as a vast 
selection of relevant newsgroups, in addition to FTP, Gopher, and Web sites. The book is 
organized by subject, making it fairly easy to hone in on the large number of resources avail- 
able per topic. It’s also nice that Cu/tura/ Treasures on the Internet doesn’t focus exclusively 
on the Web, but makes a special effort to include many FTP, Gopher, and e-mail resources. 
Though the book's attempt at a “how to” component includes a cliché-ridden and childish 
section on netiquette, it also has simple-to-read and super-informative stuff for new fish in 
the cyber sea. The local access section is very helpful for those trying to find alternatives to 
the typical AOL, CompuServe, Prodigy, and MSN scene. But why Mr. Clark chose to focus on 
Mosaic as a Web browser instead of Netscape is beyond me. 

This is a good holiday gift book for an artsy relative or friend you'd like to convince to 
get online. And dang, it’ll look great on the coffee table. B 
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Serving The Web Robert Jon Murdry 


Coriolis Group Book 800 410 0192 
$39.99 U.S. ISBN 1-883577-30-6 


At first glance, this looks like an incredible book. The back cover boasts an amazing CD-ROM 
with tons of HTML editors (seriously, there are more than 10 to choose from), server software 
for a variety of operating systems, a Perl Language engine for running CGI scripts on your 
Web server, helper applications for sound and video, and a super-bonus: sample CGI scripts 
to add all those snazzy gizmos — like guest books, posting boards, and miscellaneous gam- 
ing functions — to Web pages. Did | mention that HotMetal (an HTML editor) and ViewSpace 
(a 3D animator) are included? They alone are worth the $39.99 cover price. The CD-ROM also 
contains clients for FTP, e-mail, Gopher, Web, and Usenet. Egads. 

And, you know what? A deeper look finds that Serving The Web really is incredible. This 
is a classic example of when it’s O.K. to judge a book by its cover. Not only is the CD-ROM 
loaded up with a phenomenal assortment of great software, the book is good, too. It’s writ- 
ten extremely well and covers a huge amount of information seemingly effortlessly. While it’s 
definitely not for the uninitiated (it’s a tech-savvy piece of work), it is great for those who 
are well-accustomed to the technical world of the Internet and want to learn how to build 
bigger and better things. 

The material is well-organized, broken into groups that progressively become more 
advanced at the end, to make certain you're really at pro status before you tackle the tough 
spots. The book also addresses some important questions that many other server books seem 
to forget. For instance, it asks you to consider whether you really want to invest in your own 
server, or if it would be better to lease space. It also offers clues on the best way to gather 
statistics from your Web server, for marketing or demographics purposes. Serving the Web is 
not just a “how to” book, though it does this part with exceptional ease. It’s a “why to” book 
as well, exploring the limits and allowances of Netscape extensions and HTML 3.0, and letting 
you know which operating systems work best for what you're trying to achieve with a 
Web server. 

This is a must-have for anyone seriously researching the possibility of setting up and/or 
running a Web Server. Serving the Web gets two thumbs up and a Gold Star. At 

— BG 


internet San Francisco Hayden Books/Macmillan Press 
Internet New York — 


$12.00 U.S. each 
internet Chi 
te et © cago ISBN 1-56830-040-9, 1-56830-040°-5, 1-56830-040-7 


The Statue of Liberty, the Sears Tower, and the Golden Gate Bridge have plunged into 
cyberspace with the usual hype and glamour that follow all things cosmopolitan and all 
things Internet. This three-book suite (pick a city near you or one you plan on visiting) is 
actually very useful, despite the fact that it is geographically narrow and a little outdated 
(having been published in 1994). 

The books provide local information for connecting to the Internet, which could be 
extremely valuable to business types who do a lot of traveling and rely on the Internet to 
schedule meetings and telecommute. It lists local resources and Internet sites (i.e., places on 
the net to find theater, travel, and local festival information) that are specific to the city. 
And, there are also mini-reviews of these sites, so you don’t have to waste your time search- 
ing areas that may not have what you’re looking for. And, anyone jumping around confer- 
ences and juggling schedules will appreciate the time-saving quotient. 

There’s also a hefty listing of local service providers, with dial-up and contact informa- 
tion, services available (do they have Web access?), and IP addresses (in case you have to 
configure that nasty little Winsock) to make setting up new local accounts easier. (This is 
probably a little more useful for people who are visiting for extended periods of time or relo- 
cating.) And, finally, you'll find a brief (very brief) overview of what the Internet is and how 
it works. So, if you are a newbie or don’t have a connection yet, but some eager net-head 
bought you this book anyway, the money isn’t wasted. And, if you already know the ropes, 
you won't feel cheated by wasted bandwidth (and money). 

Overall, there is a quantifiable value to having a book like this if New York, Chicago, or 
San Francisco are places you live in or travel to often. But, if you live anywhere else in the 
world, | wouldn’t bother. B 
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Surpasses all other 
HTML software 


‘Serious Web publishers will be 


happy with nothing less than 
HoTMetaL PRO.” 


—PC Magazine, October 10, 1995 


A serious product 


“*... for creating high-quality HTML 
pages. With HoTMetaL, it’s almost 
certain you'll get your HTML 
document correct on the first try.” 


—PC Computing, December 1994 


A snap 


‘A variety of preformatted 
templates makes it a snap to get 
standard documents online quick- 
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ly. 


—PC World, March 1995 


October 10, 1995 
HoTMetaL PRO 2.0 


2 and other software outlets. For information, call tol 
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free-associating while con- 0 @ 1 1 @ - s e te V 1 (. = S 
templating the act of cruising = ci 

the online services, the We . | 


imagery seems to have a by Chris Oakes 


recurring theme. Here are a few sample associations: Peanut Butter. Slugs. Sloth ple want when it co ) navigating a sea of elec- 
and mule. Also, cold molasses and... ketchup. | can’t speak for you, but I’m tronic information. _ : 

picking up a slow-ish, sort of glacial theme. This imagery must germinate dur- 

ing moments like the one where | sit waiting for “art” to download to my PC (“1 The Web Factor 

of 2,” say five consecutive dialogs) — all so the service can get on with dis- What’s most distressing about the corroded inter- 
playing a few buttons, which I'll probably view for all of five seconds. face of the online services is that a better one is 


During these moments, | can’t help but daydream (... I’m skittering over 
information waves like a kind of wired Peter Pan — in firm control of events at 
every online turn...). It’s not just speed that fills my dreams, but also feather- 
touch control, a clear view of my path through cyberspace, and all things © 
cyber-nice... Back from Never-never land and into the banal, I’m faced with 
the fact that the key to this fluid online experience does not lie in fairy tales | 
and magic dust. Bandwidth issues aside, it lies mostly within the Wea) an 
evolution of two words: user interface. 

How intuitive, how flexible, how truly navigable the “Big Three” Atte 
services — i.e., CompuServe, America Online, and Prodigy, collectively referred 
to in this article as “the services” — are depends on that overwrought concept 
of the interface and its ease of use. Yet, while the battle over the best computer 
interface rages on, the race for the ideal interface for the commercial online 
service has been relatively sedate. Content has multiplied, membership is soar- 
ing, but the interface — key to the golden city — has made little more than 
incremental improvements. But at last, the threat — and now the reality — of 
the Microsoft Network (MSN) is pushing the services into considering what peo- 


clearly posse Prool ol its existence 


net's under- 
ee online services 


Windows 95 (see 
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Business & Reader 2.1 Here! 
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On the left is The Net's Web site, The Nest, as it looks using Netscape 2.0 (five seconds to 
download). On the right: what it looks like using America Online’s browser (55 seconds). 


another is a system unto itself 
that’s distinctly separate from 
your PC’s existing system. Via 
the Mac’s desktop and Windows’ 
File Manager, for example, users 
have been moving files by drag- 
ging them between folders and 


ties, and making information 
modular and transportable. 
There are several key inter- 
face issues that determine the 
overall quality of an online 
experience — issues like merging 
the worlds of personal informa- 
tion trans- 
parently 
with online 
informa- 
tion; infor- 
mation lay- 
out; a 


Bill Gates. 


on The Microsoft Network 


SECRETED 


revolution thet vill permanently chenge the way we live 
and work, 


ee ee 
—_ oe eee 


owns. Thanks to” 
greater inte ra 


vering n inj 
mation residing right on 
your desktop. That 
means you can overview and 
maneuver through MSN just as 
you would overview and maneu- 


ver through the content of your — 


hard drive. Using Windows 9 


file manager, Explorer, youcan 


peruse the content of MSN or 
search the service with the same 
search utility with which you 
search your own files. A text file 
on MSN acts like a text file on 
your hard disk. It’s opened by 
Windows 95's capable word pro- 
cessor, WordPad, which means a 
document can display graphics 
and formatted text. As with an 


_office’s computer network, the 


L files on the network act like 


disks for years. Meanwhile 
ing a file from a service to your 
computer involves a multi-step 
process called downloading. 


vice’s own, sometimes stunted 
way. You view 
text within the 
bounds of a typ- 
i ly gle 


those on any other disk connect- 
ed to your computer. The lower- 
ing of this barrier not only 
makes the information more 
manageable, it also changes for 
the better the way we think of 
and associate personal and dis- 
tant information. 


Shortcuts 

The icing on the cake is MSN’s 
and Windows 95's “shortcuts.” 
Like aliases on the Mac, a short- 
cut icon can be created to repre- 


sent any item — disk, folder, 


ons that sit on your desktop) 
take you to favorite places on 
ice, and on the World Wide 


ge, newsgroup, and so 
n. When you double-click a 
shortcut for, say, a Web page or 
a forum on MSN, you are de 


bre poughs to remark on ‘the 
service's performance (i.e., 
speed and functioning) at press 


_ time. That is, | found it essential- 
_ly unusable on a 486 with 8MB 


of RAM. My mouse morphed into 
a turtle and my hard disk spun 
almost constantly as virtual 
memory tried to bridge the gap 
between my “under-powered” 
machine and MSN/Windows 95. 
This vital flaw makes MSN full of 
excellent interface goals, but not 
much of a reality — at least for 
those without a fast PC and 16 
megs of RAM. MSN reportedly is 
addressing the frequent access 
problems and slow-downs. 


Manipulative Means 
Wow. I've got this link to a great 
Web page that details all the 
“TV Nation” episodes. Now, 
watch what | can do with it. | 
can drag the actual hot link 
(underlined text, blue-framed 
image, or Windows shortcut) to 
my desktop as an easy sort of 
virtual bookmark. Or, if | want to 
send it to a friend, | can drag it 
right into an e-mail message 


addressed to her. 


With other drag-and-drop- 


he ideals for integrating the net into an online 

service parallel the rest of our interface ideals: seamless- 
ness and maneuverability. The clear winners in this cate- « 
gory are America Online for Windows and MSN. 

Where it’s available, MSN's Internet access gives 
you the best of both worlds. You can maneuver the ser- 
vice at will, and simultaneously run any browser along- 
side it. The only problem is that MSN doesn’t have local 
Internet access numbers in nearly as many locations as 
ess Dut . MSN it does MSN-only numbers. 
meanwhile, was hop Newsgroup access is another star for MSN. In a 
less, at least on my : stroke of integration, the MSN user need not even dis- 


configuration. Except cern between MSN-based BBSs and Usenet news- 
when | was browsing 


fold Fa groups. They are organized on the service in the same 
olders with the 


ou 
Iclick the shortcut li included bal and you'll go right to it 


way, and read with the same punchy interface. As with 


| “Shareware Lbray am vincows eer , all the services discussed here (except AOL), FTP and 
g a never felt in control — 

Have a special news item, Web site, or shareware indeed, | was at the Gopher Sites afe Mevered of NSN by. ears Ort: 
library you want to show your friends? Send them a mercy of a crippled, Web browser — a method | prefer. 
button that will take them tier. slow-motion system. America Online has done a good job of inte- 
drag-and-drops are MSN and The slow-coming online graphics grating Web sites into its service, on both the Mac 
compatible Web browsers, are part of an interface that’s updated and Windows side. As with MSN, associated Web 
including Netscape for Mac on the fly, much like a Web page. But links can be found 

(1.1N) and Windows (version 1.2), here again, the Web standard is far throughout topic 


and the Windows 95 Internet superior. | can turn off the graphics or, Sreas. But the 

Explorer. In the dust of this kind in most cases, peruse text while the 

of information efficiency is not more time-consuming graphics quietly 

where a Big Three online service load. Savvy Netscape users often travel 

should be. in a graphics-less mode for maximum 
speed, then turn the graphics on when 


they get to the site of choice. | can 
leave a page as soon as | like, or open better: It’s fast and adequately featured. The down 


browser that comes 
with AOL for Mac is 
horrendous and, 


tragically, the only one you can use with the service. 
On the other hand, the Windows browser is 500 percent 


You don’t have to move far on 
America Online to lock into a PC- a new one while another loads an sides: You can’t access RealAudio (sound-on-demand), 
freezing holding pattern while image or transfers a file. and the browser won't display Netscape-enhanced pages 
icons and images download, or Information back-tracking is also (that means none of those nifty backgrounds or specially 
some process puts an inter- a sport dominated by the Web. positioned graphics). Neither can you copy text right off a 
minable hourglass icon on the Every browser offers those great lit- page or search for text strings in a browser window. You 
Screen “If they add new art once _ tle left-and-right arrows that act 
more, ’ | overheard one AOL user like a popcorn trail through the 
saying to her PC recently, “I’m woods, so you can move back- 
through.” This is just one exam- ward and forward without dis- 
oe : : : but adequate. 
__ ple of the crucial issue of inter- orientation. Am-erica Online, in : . 

_ face control. Too many times on —_contrast, will litter your screen Prodigy was the first to get itself a Web browser. 

the services, | find myself losing with every window you open, And it’s not a bad one, although it suffers from the same limi- 


can, however, save a whole page as an HTML document. - 
AOL’s gopher, FTP, and newsgroup readers are not as ele- 
gantly integrated as the Web access. The readers are clunky 


uable asset, which users which can quickly multiply tations as the Windows AOL browser, and it’s not as fast. 
d be blessed with in heaps. into the tens and twenties. Neither does it let you open multiple windows for simultaneous 
ia] = site browsing. The service’s newsgroup reader is on a par with 

Could You Patent the Sun? Part One J ’ 
hk cou baie Sins uraiuabalacel tecot AOL’s — not exactly sleek, but passable. MSN has the only 
foreign.htm! http://www .nwf.org/nwf/pol/foreign.html a 
nwf2 http://www .nwf.org/soripts /imagemap /nwf2?362 ,238 stylin news reader. 
or tere Pat nitp faraneartaoracend menchie CompuServe is the pits when it comes to Internet integra- 
NWF Front Screen http: //www.nwf.org/nwf/home html 
EooNet's Environmental Organizations ... http://www.econet.ape.org/econet/en.orgs.html tion, mainly because it doesn’t yet integrate the Web into the ser- 
EcoNet Home Page http://www .ige.ape.org/econet/ 
ee ee ee ET Oe, Se vice. However, it provides convenient, albeit separate PPP access 


The Activist's Oasis five _ 
fe oS to the net via its established set of dial-up numbers (see The Net 03, 
op. 77). What CompuServe does integrate into the service — news- 
————— ———— groups, Gopher, and FTP access — is cordoned off into an Internet 
u know where you're going, and - 
_  ii8iii. area and the interface is chunky and clunky, at best. — CO 
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The online experience. It’s out there. An undefined space 


with thousands of people. Chatting, connecting, exchanging ideas. See what you've 
been missing. Plug into Prodigy. There’s never been a better time. We'll give you 


on the New Prodigy. Interested? Then we need to know who you are. You know the drill. 


We’ll send you software for Windows™ 3.1 
_J CD-ROM format or 13.5 disk format. 


*This offer includes first month’s membership fee and 10 free hours of 
usage in the first month. Usage beyond the trial offer will result in extra 
fees. Some features charged for separately. Valid credit card required. 
Phone charges may apply. Limited time offer subject to change and 
orders are subject to acceptance. Please allow approximately two weeks 
for shipment of your Prodigy® software. This offer is available to new mem- 
bers only and is limited to one person per household. 


the new 


prodig 


whatever you're into 


) 


=») 


Planets. Rebel Space. The Zodiac. Zoos. Great Apes. 
Rain Forests. Forecasts. There’s a whole universe to be explored. 
Pack a snack; you've got 10 free hours to start 
your trip. Who knows what you’ll get into? 
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shop. Invest. Play games. Get help with homework. 
ourf the Net. Create your own home page. Prodigy makes it easy. 
That’s not the half of it. Not even a thousandth. Heck, we even 
won the Spring 95 Internet World Shootout. 


There’s something going on virtually every minute 
of every day. And the New Prodigy is easier to use 
and better than ever. So go nuts. Have fun. 
Call 1 800-PRODIGY, ext. 782, and get into it now. 


the new 


prodigy. 


whatever you're into 


Explore it for 
10 hours free. 


To get your free software and 10 free hours 
call 1 800-PRODIGY, ext. 782. 
Email us at freetrial@prodigy.com 
Or download the software directly from 
our World Wide Web location: 


http://www.astranet.com 
(But check your screen for our icon first, 
you may already have Prodigy installed.’ 
After your 10 free hours, Prodigy is 
only $9.95 for 5 hours with no 


extra charge for Internet access. 
Don’t miss another minute. 


The only 
option is to 
auto-close 
them all at 
once. Prodigy 
has some- 
thing of a 
return-path 
system, but 
its naviga- 
tional system 
is still not 
worthy of 
much praise. 
CompuServe 
tidies up when you leave its 
forums, but it you won't help 
you back-track. 


Information Layout 
People don’t like reading raw 
data computer print-outs. They 
do like reading magazines. 
Why? Because magazines have, 
in addition to straight picture 
and text information, a graphic 
design that makes information 
visually digestible and aestheti- 
cally appealing. The standard 
fare for info layout on the online 
services has been like so: Click 
on the document, and see the 
text in a simple window. There's 

o “layout” per se and no inte- 
gration with graphics, which are 
often viewed separately. 

Hello, World Wide Web. 
Among its many wonders, the 
Web via Netscape incorporates 
text and graphic into the same 
window with unmatched agility. 
Body text is still limited to a sin- 
gle font, but it can be put into 
bold, bulleted, and alas, inter- 
spersed with graphics. And with 
Netscape’s server/browser tech- 
nology, Web page layout has 
already taken significant steps 
forward, with positionable 


The Path te Change 


graphics, tables, page back- 
grounds, and other layout 
effects. 

The online services? Their 
navigational screens are riddled 
with buttons, icons, and pretty 
graphics. But when it comes 
down to the heart of the basic 
unit of online information (which 
is still standardized on text), the 
info is often homely. Without the 
natural page metaphor of the 
Web, you have to take your info 
from disjointed windows and 
scrolling lists. MSN adds its own 
spin here, with a news area fea- 
ture newspaper-like columned 
text wrapped around photos and 
pull-quotes. This is very nice, 
but it’s currently yoked by two 
major problems: it’s deathly 
slow, and the news is a day old. 
The Web still wins the battle 
when it comes to information 
layout. Runners-up are America 
Online and Prodigy’s improving 
interface. 

A final, and the most impor- 
tant, element of information lay- 
out: the links. Links are enlight- 


enment, and their value cannot 


be overstated. The link is the 
essence of human thought — 
think and associate, associate 
and think. And links are the 
essence of the information 
infrastructure of the net. The 
benefits of information connec- 
tions have already been seen in 
the discussion of desktop service 
integration. But the core infor- 
mational value of linking comes 
with the ability to enhance one 
piece of information with anoth- 
er. This is, of course, the archi- 
tecture around which the World 
Wide Web was built. But it’s per- 
haps best-illustrated by the link- 
ing taking place on a page in 
MSN's news. A 
recent story on 
the FBI's child 
porn arrests was 


think of it 
WEIRD SCIENCE 


| Could You Patent The Sun? 


In Part One of a FEED Feature, Phil Bereano examines 
two stories of DNA “prospecting” gone awry 


In December of 1994, Seattle businessman John Moore traveled to Europe, He 
went to Brussets to visit the European Pariiament; he visited Munich and 

took in the European patent office; and in Geneva, by the shores of the 

lake, he spertt several hours at the 

Organization These are not usual stops for a traveler's itinerary, and 


Is SanRent it's 
fairly sprite, and it 
contains some of 
the most serious 
databases out 
there. But un-for- 
tunately, that’s not 
saying much. 
Judging by the 
interface factor 
alone, the ranking 
goes like so: MSN, AOL, Pro- 
digy, and CompuServe. But | 
have a radical notion for any of 
the online services: Quit the 
scramble to improve your ser- 
vice, turn all your access lines 
into PPP links, and dump all 
your content onto the Web. 
(Hey, secure transactions are 
almost upon us.) Otherwise, why 
will users continue to bother 
with stunted interfaces when 
they can do better elsewhere? 
It’s hard to see the value of 
pumping up interfaces that are 
being outstripped by a leaner, 
meaner, more comprehensive 
upstart. In any case, if the pur- 
ported five to seven percent of 
U.S. households with an online 
subscription is to grow, the situ- 
ation needs improving, and fast. 
No matter how much better 


indeed, John Moore was not on vacation. He was in Europe because of what 
“TO PaLENt — happened to him in 1976 when UCLA doctors removed rare “hairy cell 
human Se eee en 


The Web ties graphics and text together, for a much 
more pleasing presentation. The commercial services 
are catching up, but all too slowly. 


vices private e-mail; another to 
a HotWired Web site looking at 
the hype and misinformation 
Surrounding the cyberporn 
scare; another to a different Web 
site hosting a debate on the 
issue; and finally, a link to NBC 
News’ coverage of the same 
topic. As Minda Sandler noted in 
her editorial in The Net’s October 
issue (05), having a multitude of 
sources is invaluable to gaining 
a rich understanding of a news 
item. 

MSN is obviously working 
to provide links, and America 
Online does a good job of gath- 
ering associated information, 
including Web links and archives 
of Reuters stories, for big news 
stories together in one folder. 
Prodigy is anemic in the linking 
department. 


Overall 

MSN's current perfor- 
mance debacle and 
sparsity of content 
mean it Il be a while 
before it passes the 
other services on all 
counts. It has some 
slick interface ele- 
ments, if not in prac- 
tice, then in theory. 
Overall, the best job 
is accomplished by America 


| Republicans ready health reforms 
i 4 feces Kenen “THIS ISN'T A PLAN, IT’S Those two mammoth 
health programs contribute 
to the care of one in four 
American 


H week, despite 
j Soctin thet te pe more time this year on 
never saw the whole plans. hgh par thr 
“This isn’t it’ repens one 
isn’t a plan, it’s a 


Something newspapers can’t do: MSN provides 
links to additional and background info relating to 
the news. 


things have gotten, it’s only us 


_|Given the many problems in all of our communities, residents 

_| desperately want things to change for the better. In studying what has 
| | worked with communities, schools, businesses, neighborhoods and 
_jindividuals, a consensus is emerging about what must happen for real 
| | change to occur. The following “Path to Change” has been developed 
_|and improved upon by participants in all three local funds as well as 

_ |members of national staff. It is a product of studying examples of 

_| things that are working, careful analysis of natural principles, and the 
_ | Practical life experiences of local residents in three communities. 


net-heads who are impressed. 
Until there's an online experi- 
ence that’s as instant, easy and 
gratifying as magaz 


Online for Windows — its inter- 
face is good, its Web access and 
integration are wonderful, and 
its performance is decent (minus 
the art downloads problem). 
Prodigy is learning fast, but still 
not up to par with AOL. 
What about Compu- Serve’ 


accompanied by 
several links: one 
of them to an 
explanatory letter 
from AOL’s Steve 
Case, who had 
given agents 
access to his ser- 


It is a work in progress which is constantly evaluated and adjusted. It 


The Big 3 services continues to separate text and graph- 
ics when presenting information, unlike the Web. 
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‘7 hen | was about nine, my brother 
John and | became interested in 

Y religion. Our father was a most 
devout atheist and our mother an agnostic, 
so we explored cautiously — almost fearfully 
— as we knew that our inquiries went against 
our parents’ beliefs. We tried praying, kneel- 
ing down beside our twin beds after the door 
had been closed and the lights put out, with 
our eyes thrown heavenward and our hands 
pressed together in comical imitation of the 
famous Durer sculpture. Our influences were 

eames yumm, environmental: 
|) early 70s TV, 
Catholic neighborhood where we grew up, 
our family’s deep history of Jewish secular- 
ism. Had | known Yiddish, I’m sure I’d have 
used it to say the Nicene creed in the tongue 
of the rabbis, there beside my orange- 
blanketed twin bed. 

Though John was three years older, 
some fluke of judgment labeled me the more 
scholarly, and | was charged with the task of 
researching in the service of our nascent 
spirituality. After some strategizing, | decid- 
ed that my father would be able to appreci- 
ate my religious curiosity on an intellectual 
level, and could therefore direct me to the 
appropriate resources — as long as doing so 
didn't threaten his own deeply held beliefs. | 
caught him at the top of the second-floor 
stairs the next day, and he gave me some 
pretty good (albeit noncommittal) advice: 
Study sacred texts, read quality books on 
comparative religion, and try the 
local library. 

But our education was missing some- 
thing. After years of learning (and failing to 
learn, maybe the best teacher of all), I’m 
now convinced that the ultimate way to 
transfer knowledge — especially spiritually 
charged knowledge — is through directed 
activity, person to person, in a community 
that values learning. The books helped us to 
dissect (and partially satisfy) our curiosity, 
but they were, in the end, too detached from 
the community that gave their ideas life. 

It's now nearly 20 years later, and I’m 
pleased to say that I’ve found the fellowship 
| need to bring my beliefs to life. | hope the 


“iz in the sround: 


process continues for another 80 years. My 
education has progressed more rapidly at 
times, mostly because of the influence of 
groups and individuals able to guide me in 
my faith. It’s made me wonder: Might these 
communities of faith have sped my quest all 
along? Have they not already paved high- 
ways to enlightenment? 


God’s Road Crew 

In 1977, at the age of nine, | couldn’t have - 
gone into St. Francis’ Church to seek spiritual 
communion. The prospect was too intimidat- 
ing: | feared | might insult out of ignorance, 
or be drawn into a milieu that overwhelmed 
me, or be discovered as an impostor because 
of my essential secular Jewishness. In 1995, at 
the age of 27, I'm still afraid to go into St. 
Francis: — but | now have other options for 
spiritual questioning. | can search for truth 
in a milieu that is forgiving of accidental 
insults, that welcomes the ignorant, and that 
can be switched off if it gets too overwhelm- 
ing: the Internet. The path is not always clear 
— in the words of the British publication The 
Observer, “God is everywhere, but his URL is 
proving hard to trace.” 

When one seeks Internet community, 
the most obvious place to which to turn is 
the system of Usenet newsgroups. There, 
like-minded people gather to discuss diver- 
gent topics: from satellites to SPAM®, from 
Pascal to parties. Somewhere among those 
15,000-plus newsgroups are at least 150 ded- 
icated to spiritual belief systems that would 
commonly be seen as religious. (Greater 
minds than mine have broken on what con- 
stitutes a “religion,” and while the level of 
spirituality in the many “Star Trek”-related 
groups often outstrips that in Christ-related 
groups, we'll leave such subtleties for anoth- 
er article. For another viewpoint, see the 
sidebar on “Religions, Non-Religions, and 
Pseudo-Religions,” page 53.) 

Certainly, the center for Christian belief 
is in the alt.christnet hierarchy, which 
includes active newsgroups on prayer, sex, 
and the Bible. (My personal favorite, 
alt.christnet.sex.fetish.fat.furry.asian. 
watersports, hardly gets any postings at 
all. | wonder why?) Since American 
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Christianity is nothing if not political, the 
christnet groups are often quite ran- 
corous, with homosexuality and abortion 
being perennial topics. The discussions 
tend to be emotionally charged, and agree- 
ment is extremely rare — as should be 
expected when a group of people as diverse 
as Christians come together. The scripture 
might as well read, “When two or more are 
gathered in the name, there will be a whop- 
ping big fight” — or, as the Jewish version 
goes, “Two Jews, three opinions.” But this is 
in keeping with Christian (and Jewish) 
traditions: from Jesus’ dissent to Martin 
Luther's to Joseph Smith’s, Christianity 
has grown and adapted itself to wildly 
divergent environments by speaking to local 
plights and local concerns. In the world 
forum, the evolution continues. 
The mood changes once one moves 
away from the larger newsgroups, however. 
Just as homogenous Sweden has far less con- 
flict than the multicultural United States, so 
does one find a less combative 
climate in the newsgroups cater- 
ing to smaller sects. In that 
regard, alt.pagan is the 
champion of the warm fuzzy 
competition. (The playful atti- 
tude is also evident on Pagan- 
related World Wide Web pages, 
such as Bob Bruhin’s at http:// 
www.netaxs.com/people/ 
bruhinb/pagan.html. He writes: “This 
page... is not sorted, is under construction, 
and [is] filled with holes. A bit like reality, 
when you think of it.”) While modern-day 
Pagans hold a wide variety of views on mat- 
ters from prayer to politics, the overrid- 
ing feeling in the group is one of harmo- 
ny, peace, and celebration. Similarly, 
groups addressing the concerns of 
Quakers (soc.religion.quaker), Baha’i 
(soc.religion.bahai), and Zoroastrianism 
(alt.religion.zoroastrianism) tend to be 
more focused and peaceful than those that 
are more general (and active), such as 
soc.culture.jewish. : 


Participate in the virtual Christian community! - 


America's largest religion, Christianity, meets 
America's largest online service: AOL. The key- __ 
words “Christ” or ” Christianity” take yen there. 


i The Back Porch Z 
£5 Religious Art & Graphics Exhibits [= 


G2 Christianity 

© Debate 

© Ethics 

& Hinduism 

Keyword: Religion Host: Jerry White (“Sermoneri”} 
if Christianity isn’t your cup of tea, America 
Online's “Religion & Ethics Forum” offers discus- _ 
sion areas for dozens of faiths. 


Welcome to the official home page for: 
The Cathedral of Saint John the Divine 
New York City, New York 


St. John’s Episcopalian Church in New York has an_ _ 
ornate site (http://www.interport.net/~logomanc/ 
cathedra.htm!) that matches its real- life interior. S 


Unearthing Sacred Texts 
I’m glad that my father had the foresight to 
suggest the library as a place to research 
religion, for although spiritual communities 
are wonderful places for keeping faith 
alive and exciting, it’s easy for misin- 
formed opinions that lack a firm founda- 
tion in the religion’s basic texts to be 
passed along. The nature of a community 
encourages this, as members are bound 
together by their common beliefs, and 
threats to those commonalities are all too 


A Toledo Seventh Day Adventist 
_(http://www-cba.bgsu. edu/amis/facstaff/ 

dalbrec/tihome.html) designed as a far-reaching 
informational service.  . 


The Lubavitcher Jews have embraced technology o 
___ foster their community (http:www. best. com/~fer 
| nesuenan —<——- chabad. oe — 
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often seen as threats to the community itself. 


How many Christians, for example, believe 


that Christ spoke against homosexuality? 


Fortunately, the source material is close 
at hand. A selection of hyperlinked Christian 
Bibles (including those in Finnish, Italian, 
and German) and Bible resources is available 
via the World Wide Web at http://saturn. 
colorado.edu:8080/Christian/Bible/ 
bible.html, and a superb bible search sys- 
tem called “The Bible Gateway’ is at 
http://www.gospelcom.net/bible. For 
those of you without Web access, the King 
James version is still easy to find: Project 
Gutenberg (http://jg.cso.uiuc.edu/PG/ 
welcome.html) makes it available via FTP 
at ftp://mrcnext.cso.uiuc.edu/ 
gutenberg/etext92/bible10.txt, and it’s 
stored in the software libraries of most major 
online services, such as America Online and 
CompuServe. Members of the University at 
Buffalo's Muslim Student Association have 
masterfully collected references to Islamic 


Closely allied with Pagans sea cthee “natural” oma the 
Covenant of the Goddess (hitp://www.cog.org/cog/) uses elec- 
tronic means to arrange community celebrations. 


source texts at gopher://wings.buffalo. 
edu/hh/student-life/sa/muslim/isl/ 
texts.html. jews will find Torah sources at 
gopher://riceinfo.rice.edu/11/ 
CampusLife/Orgs/Hillel/Torah; the site 
includes the Tanach and many Talmudic 
interpretations. 

This list could go on and on. There are 
dozens of major religions, and for each that 
has a central set of texts, you can bet that 
there’s a Web or Gopher site containing those 
texts. To find sites for religions |’ve not listed 
here, a good place to check is gopher: 
/lgopher.epas.utoronto.ca/11/cch/ 
disciplines/religious_studies/texts. It 
includes seminal Buddhist and Confucian 
works within its libraries. Most of these texts 
are also available on the major commercial 
services. For example, those using Apple's 
eWorld will discover many common religions 
in the “Religions & Spiritualities” area, found 
at Shortcut: Religions. (See the subfolder, 
“The Traditions. ”) 

Just how did these texts come to be 
online? Some, such as the Bible, are so pop- 
ular that they were put in electronic form as 
soon as this was technically feasible. But 
many of the smaller, more sectarian texts 


The Observer Life Magazine Cults Internet Site 


From the Michigan Militia to Elvis fan clubs to Transcendental 
Meditation, people want to believe and belong. Is this spiritual 
yearning just millennial angst, a rejection of materialism or 
merely an obsession with flying? 
You say “potato,” | say “potato cult”: England's 
periodical, The Observer, offers a few thoughts on 
what makes a group of believers a cult 
(http://www.observer.co.uk/). 


come to us through those communities that 
care the most about keeping their 
ideas alive. 


The Rebbe Speaks 

Many religious communities are famous for 
their dedication to preserving “The Word,” 
and perhaps none are better known for their 
scholarship than Jews, biblically called the 
“People of The Book.” A visit to Jewishnet’s 
page (http:// 
jewishnet.net) led 
me to a surprising 
discovery: 
Lubavitcher Jews have 
a significant presence 
in the Jewish online 
sphere. 

The Chabad- 
Lubavitchers are 
Hasidic, part of that 
branch of Judaism 
that in many ways 
mimics the life lived at the time of the sect’s 
founder, the Ba’al Shem Tov. 

They are instantly recognizable in the 
streets of Brooklyn's Crown Heights and 
Manhattan's Diamond District: in their heavy 
black caftans, fur-trimmed hats, and long 
curls by each ear, one might guess that they 
live conservative, anti-technological, Luddite 
lives. But appearances are often deceiving. 
When it comes to using technology to make 
sacred texts accessible, the Lubavitchers 
have embraced the Internet as a b’rukha 
(“blessing”). 

One of the men primarily responsible 
for realizing the promise of this blessing is Eli 
Winsbacher, director of systems for the 
“nerve center” of the Lubavitchers in 
Brooklyn, NY. Winsbacher spoke to me about 
how the Lubavitch community first 
approached the Internet, and about the net’s 
role in reaching the community. 

“It started quite a few years ago,” he 
recalled. “Rabbi Kazen was communicating 


with people via BBSes [Bulletin Board 


Originating in the teachings of Mark 
ago, the Coptic Church heads into the future (http:// by the Rebbe about 20 


cs-www.bu.edu/faculty/best/pub/cn/Home.html). 


Systems] about questions of Judaism and so 
on, and a lady asked him to send her materi- 
al in e-mail because she had an allergy to 
ink. He thought: ‘If there’s one person like 
this, maybe there are many others.’ So, 
Rabbi Kazen and | decided to start up a net 
site, and we asked for permission — actually, 
for a blessing — from the [supreme] Rebbe. 
The Rebbe was very positive about it: he told 
us it was great to do so. [In the end,] it was 
actually done at the orders of Rebbe 
Schneerson. Its success was much greater 
than we could have wildly imagined: [via a 
combination of Gopher and listserver sys- 
tems], we started getting several thousand 
requests a day.” 

But what, | wondered, about the sect’s 
traditions? Silicon offers a place for archives, 
but aren't the ways of one’s ancestors anoth- 
er sort of memory requiring a different kind 
of repository? If the Ba’al Shem Tov were 
alive today, would he have his own domain 
name? Surely, | thought, Hasidim would be 
resistant to change in ways similar to the 
“Plain Folk,” the 
Amish and Men-non- 
ites. Winsbacher dis- 
abused me of this 
notion. 

“We've always 
been in the forefront 
of technology,” he 
contended. “There 
was a public speech 


years ago which 
encouraged the use of 
technology to propagate and spread religion 
and Judaism. The Rebbe said that the tech- 
nological means that we see in this century 
are actually in preparation for the ultimate 
redemption.” The speech Winsbacher 
referred to can be found at the Lubavitchers’ 
main Gopher site, gopher:// 
lubavitch.chabad.org:70/1. (Choose 4, 
then 6, then | for this particular document.) 
At the time, Rebbe Schneerson couldn’t have 
foreseen the Internet as it exists today, but 
uncannily, he cited scripture that describes 
it: Electronic media, he said “[pre-echo] the 
universal diffusion of knowledge in future 
time: ‘For the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of God, as the waters cover the 
ocean bed.’ ” 


The Family That Nets Together, 
Gets Together 

As it turned out, | was wrong not only about 
the Lubavitchers, but about the Amish and 
Mennonites as well. They, too, have informa- 


oe good cen ~ 


seudo-Religions 


In its primary task of defining reality, lan- 
guage has the power to create and 
destroy. What one country calls an 
“annexation” or “reclaiming” of land, oth- 
ers call an “invasion.” Whereas outside 
journalists termed the reaction to the 
Rodney King verdict a “riot,” it was 
known as a “rebellion” in the poor, black 
neighborhoods where it occurred. 

And, as someone famous once said, 
“Winners write the history books,” and 
their phrase is what's recorded for 
posterity. 

Similarly, one person’s religion is 
another person’s cult, and subtle divisions 
within religions can make a big differ- 
ence. Remember. David Koresh’s Branch 
Davidians evolved out of the mainstream 
Seventh Day Adventist faith. Perhaps 
because it’s often hard to agree on what 
a cult is, there are surprisingly few 
resources about the subject on the 
internet. 

One place to start is The Observer's 
Web site at http://www.observer. 
co.uk/, it includes links to other 
resources (such as a guide to recognizing 
cult-like behavior at http:/ijwww.xs4all. 
nl/~fonss/cultcrit.txt), journalistic arti- 
cles, and an “A-Z of cults” that gives his- 
tories on many of those prevalent in 
Great Britain today. 

The subtle subjectivity involved in 
separating cults from religions is evident 
in this list. It includes the Jesus Fellowship 
(which is also listed in the mainstream 
Christian Web list at http://saturn.col- 
orado. edu:8080/Christian/ 
Churches/larger.html) and 
Transcendental Meditation (practiced by 
millions of non-religious middle class 
women in the early 70s — including 
my mother). 

If you spend much time in the reli- 
gion-centered newsgroups, you'll see 
accusations of cultism cropping up from 
time to time. (One popular quasi-reli- 
gious group has been especially aggres- 
sive in countering such attacks, even slap- 


ping an anti-defamation lawsuit against 


one writer on the basis of his comments _ 
in a newsgroup.) . 
~~ If you're interested in the goings-on ~ 


ofa particular cult, you may find its own 
_ Newsgroup (if it exists) to be a meeting 
place for disgruntled ex-members. For 


general cult-related information, though, 
| place to go for is the 


tion available on 
Welcome the net. The 
to | Amish Web 
CYBERSPACE page is (irregu- 
Church of Christ larly) at http:// 


Amish/amish. 
html, and extensive information about the 
Mennonites is at http://www. 
prairienet.org/community/religion/ 
mennonite/menno.html. 
Both of these references come from the 
central repository for Christian links on the 
net, the Christian Resource List, at 
http://saturn.colorado.edu:8080/ 
Christian/list.html. One church | 
ee ff found on this list is the Toledo First Seventh 
Pest your ophions on edays news trends ad ops. Day Adventist Church. Its site (http:// 
[gyn wwwcba.bgsu.edu/amis/facstaff/ 
The Open Door . dalbrec/tihome.html) is maintained by 
is Dave Albrecht. For him, the pages are more 
EN ANAT HT TET than a place to “put pictures of [the] church 
and say, ‘Hey, we have a wonderful church.’ 
” They're a means for building a worldwide 
community through information and com- 
mon worship. 


The Sharing Scrolls 


motivations for 


Pn 2: 2 ae fs potbon Ae 
liaise —— my making [the PL MIR 


Understanding Islam |) fe site] was... to tell 
and the Muslims . about Seventh Day 

Adven-tist faith to 

the world communi- 


ty,” he told me. 


from the start to be 

creating and scanning materials in that peo- 
ple who know little about the SDA church 
ste ore 3 could find of value. One of the things 

EN Ahmadiy : Christians are supposed to do is to be 

Vane ‘ evangelistic. You shouldn't, as a kid’s 
song puts it, ‘hide your relationship with 
God under a bushel basket.’ I’m really into 
trying to create material and resources for 
people to look at, so that [those resources] 
can actually contribute to their Christian 
walk.” 

Albrecht doesn't ask the denominations 

of those who visit his site and sign the guest 

book, but he stated with some confidence 

that not all are Seventh Day Adventists. (SDA 

members mostly meet in a for-pay forum on 

CompuServe, Go: SDA.) For Albrecht, writing 
HTML code is another way to reach out to 
others and praise God. 

As he said: “| spend a lot of time on it, 
and | feel that if there's anything that | 
_can do to be of service to God, | don't mind 
spending the time. It’s a labor of love.” 


: The Pagan/Wiccan Forum (http://www yw.netaxs.com/~msmith/ 
www.epix.net/ —_ pwf.html) represents a community that's survived religious 
homepage/ persecution and government disdain. 


What is the Sound 
of One Modem 
Communicating? 
Judaism is not evangelis- 
tic, so it makes sense that Winsbacher’s 
Lubavitcher resources reference materials 
mainly of interest to those already in the 
faith. Christianity, as Albrecht points out, is 
evangelistic, and his Web pages reflect that 
in their user-friendly, “open door” format. 
Buddhism travels a different path: it’s acces- 
sible, yet hidden; disciplined, yet relaxed; 
strong, yet not ambitious. Whereas Judaism 
and Christianity are somewhat linked by 
common scriptures and methods of worship, 
Buddhism has grown in a world apart. 
Appropriately, Buddhist net resources also 
developed apart from the madding crowd. 
For many American Buddhists, online 
religious communi- 


“One of the Shin Buddhism Art Gal lery cation has meant 


as using Tiger Team, a 
Ee 47 bss GSE private BBS in 

“es Berkeley, CA 
(510 268 o102). 
Started about three 
years ago as 
“America’s 


“So, itwasim- The Shin Buddhist site (http://www2.gol.com/users/ | Buddhist Online 
claude/art.html) contains sacred writings, as well as a 
portant for me right sishlime works of 4.-tctac 4 Service, it has 


grown to more than 
1,000 members, some of whom call from as 
far away as Sweden and Japan. According to 
Tiger Team's information manager, Gary Ray, 
the service carries “every Buddhist text that 
you could find on and off the Internet, and 
we work to develop more with Buddhist book 
publishers.” In addition, the team is devel- 
oping a searchable database of Buddhist 
practice centers around the country and a 
centralized “Buddhist Bazaar’ that sells 
books, subscriptions to Buddhist periodicals, 
and meditation supplies. 

As the Internet continues to eclipse pri- 
vate BBSs, Tiger Team is reaching out to it. 
The service is partially connected to the 
Internet, offering members e-mail and 
Usenet newsgroups, but Ray sees its Web site 
(http://www.newciv.org/TigerTeam) as 
the center of its future. “We'll have a leased 
line going full-time to the Internet, and peo- 
ple will be able to Telnet in [to our BBS] or 
even click on an icon on our Web page and 
log on directly,” he stated. “There are some 


newciv.org/Tigerteam/gui.htm. 


companies that are designing interfaces 
which will translate the RIP [internal lan- 
guage that the BBS now uses] into HTML [the 
language used on the Web]. If they don’t 
come up with that, we'll probably ditch the 
RIP and go right to HTML, and make every- 
thing ‘Webable’.” 

Again, | was nagged by the same ques- 
tion that bothered me when | spoke with 
Lubavitcher Eli Winsbacher: How does going 
online benefit a community that lives so 
deeply in tradition? It’s clear that Buddhists 
in general are already well-represented on 
the net (one repository for relevant links is at 
http://sunsite.unc.edu/zen/). But what 
does Buddhism say about such develop- 
ments? Like the Lubavitchers, the Buddhists 
believe that the Internet is not just a means 
to an end, but also a resource for under- 
standing the ether, said Ray. 

“There's a big trend in Buddhism — a 
lot of it started by the Dalai Lama — that 
basically says that science and Buddhism are 
very close,’ Ray told me. “They both seem to 
have the same cosmic view on how the world 
works. So, when Buddhism moves onto com- 
puters, a lot of teachers consider it a very 
natural process that it would take that medi- 
um. A lot of Tibetans in particular find it a 
wonderful bridge into a different realm. 
There are some people — mainly older 
Americans — who are horrified, but only a 
few of them. Most consider it a very 
natural process.” 


Knowledge, Celebration, 

and Worship 

| talked with my father a few days ago. He 
told me that he and my mother were off to 
an elderhostel for the week, that he’s been 
studying sign language at Gallaudet, and 
that he’s finally going to buy a computer. | 
wonder if he'll seek out like-minded commu- 
nity once he gets it, and whether that com- 
munity will include alt.atheism. My grand- 
mother turned to the Jewish community as 
she got older. Perhaps this is a natural func- 
tion of age which will affect my father. 


Started asa private BBS In 1992, Tiger Team Is moving 
toward a Web-based service. The site is at http://www. 


Perhaps it will affect me. | remain 
convinced that the best way to learn 
a new way of thinking — 
whether it’s how to play 
chess better or what steps 
to take to follow 
Buddhism’s eight- 
fold path — is 
through the sort of 
: apprenticeship 
yy\y)_ Mentioned before. 
But one is often 
cut off from 
the communi- 
ty where such 
ii = a process can 
D & @ a 4 28.8) take place, 
tance, cultural barriers, or fear. As Karen 
Wickre elegantly explained in The Net o4 


~ (pages 42-49), the online world can circum- 


vent those barriers: it’s not the same as the 
physical, “real life” one, but it has opened 

doors to personal interaction where no pas- 
sage existed before. 

For religious knowledge, one needs only 
books. For religious encouragement, one 
requires a like-minded community. 
Fortunately for us, both are available 
through the Internet, and together they make 
up the amalgam that is spiritual celebration. 

| think Dave Albrecht put it best, when 
he told me: “I enjoy surfing to other local 
church pages: | almost view it as going to 
church. | will sometimes cruise the other 
churches as a Sabbath activity — | really 
enjoy it. | just had [a note] this last weekend 
[from someone who had visited my pagel. It 
said: “Thank you for letting me come and 
worship with you.” W 


Religion-Related Newsgroups 


What follows is a list of more than 170 newsgroups dealing, directly or indi- 
“rectly, with systems of spiritual belief. Some are serious, some are silly, 
but it’s often hard to tell which is which: for example, alt.buddha.short. 
fat.guy is a surprisingly vigorous forum with its own FAQ and a distinc- 
tive and iconoclastic —- but fundamentally respectful —- approach to 


interpreting one of the world’s largest religions. Many of these newsgroups have fascinating 
histories. Quite a few were born out of ideological schisms within a pre-existing group. 
Expect the talk to be unusually lively: on the Internet, as in the world of shapes and shad- 


ows, heart-held beliefs are debated with heart-rending passion. 


—TG 


alt.astrology alt.paranet. psi 
alt.atheism alt.paranet.science 
alt. bible. prophecy alt.paranet.skeptic 
alt.buddha alt.paranet.ufo 
alt. buddha.short. fat.guy alt.paranormal 
alt.christnet.atheism alt.paranormal.channeling 
alt.christnet. bible alt.paranormal.forteana 
alt.christnet. bible-thumpers. alt. paranormal.spells, hexes. magic 
convert.convert.convert alt.personals.jewish 
alt.christnet. christianlife alt.recovery.catholicism 
alt.christnet.christnews alt.recovery.religion 
alt.christnet.comp.dcom.telecom alt. religion 
alt.christnet.crybaby.mine, alt.religion.adm3a 
mine.mine alt. religion.aishdas 
alt.christnet. dinosaur alt.religion.all-worlds 
alt.christnet. dinosaur.barney alt.religion.amiga 
alt.christnet.ethics alt. religion.asatru 
alt.christnet.eucharist. eat-me. alt.religion.bonnism 
eat-me.eat-me alt.religion.broadcast 
alt.christnet.evangelical alt.religion.buddhism.nichiren 
alt.christnet. games alt.religion. buddhism. nichiren. 
alt:christnet.games.ibm-pc shoshu.news 
alt.christnet.hypocrisy alt.religion. buddhism. tibetan 
alt.christnet.manga alt.religion. christian 
alt,christnet.nudism alt.religion. christian, boston-church 
alt.christnet:philosophy alt. religion. christian. calvary-chape! 
alt. christnet. prayer alt.religion.computers 


alt.christnet. public 

alt.christnet.religion 

alt.christnet.second-coming. 
real-soon-now 


alt.religion.course-miracle 
alt.religion.darren.aitcheson 
alt.religion.eckankar 
alt:religion.emacs 


alt. christnet.sex alt.religion. fish 
alt.christnet.sex.fetish. fat. furry. alt.religion.gnostic 
asian.watersports alt.religion.islam 
alt.christnet.theology alt.religion.kibology 
alt.education.home-school.christian.._alt.religion.kibology. orthodox 
alt.fan.$cientoloty alt.religion.meijer 
alt.fuck. the. skull.ofjesus alt:religion. monica 
alt.islam.sufism alt.religion. mormon 
alt:music. christian alt religion.pcboard 
all, music.jewish alt.religion.rabbet 
alt. pagan alt. religion.roy-masters 
alt.paranet.abduct alt. religion.sabaean 
alt.paranet. metaphysics alt.religion.santaism 
alt.paranet.paranormal alt.religion.scientology 


alt.religion.secular.atavism 
alt.religion.sexuality 
alt.religion.shamanism 
alt.religion.skeenoism 
alt.religion.subgenius 

alt. religion. vaisnava 
alt.religion. vince 
alt.religion.wicca 
alt.satanism 

alt.satannet 

alt.satannet. barney 
alt.stupid. religious. discussion 
alt.subgenius 

alt.sufi 

alt.support.ex-cult 
alt.wanted.moslem.gay 
alt.wanted.moslem.men 
alt. wanted.moslem.women 
alt.wanted.muslem. bestiality 
alt:wanted.musiem.gay 
aus. religion 7 

bit buddha-|.ulkyvm 

bit. listserv. christia 
christnet.general 
christnet. religion 
cl,glauben.allgemein 
cl.glauben.atheismus 
cl.glauben. buddhismus 
cl.glauben. christen 
cl.glauben.diskussion 
cl.glauben. humanismus 
cl.glauben.islam 
cl.glauben.juden 
cl.glauben.osho 
cl.glauben.sekten 
cl.glauben.sonstige 
cl,religionen. christen 


~ Clari.News.jews © 


Clari.news. religion 

de.alt religion. rbabelogy — 
fj.life.religion — 

git. talk.religion 
hsv.religion 
israel.gayiews. © 


israel. jewishhikers 


misc. culture. jewish 
misc.education.home- 
school. christian 
no.religion 
pl.soc.religia 
rec.music.christian 
relcom. religion 
soc, culture. islam 
soc. culture, jewish 
soc. genealogy.jewish 
soc.religion 
soc. religion. babai 
soc.religion.bahai 
soc. religion. christian 
soc.religion. christian. 
bible-study 
soc.religion.christian. 
youth-work 
soc.religion.easter 
soc.religion.eastern 
soc.religion.islam 
soc. religion.kibology 
soc. religion, quaker 
soc.religion.shamanism 
soc.religion.sikhism 
soc.religion. unitarian-univ 
talk. bizarre.alt. religion. 
computers 
talk.religion 
talk.religion. buddhism 
talk. religion. misc 
talk.religion.newage 
tamu. religion. christian 
tnn.religion.catholic 
ucb.org.chinese-buddhist-soc 
uk.religion.buddhist 
uk. religion.christian 
uk. religion. hindu 
uk. religion, interfaith 
uk. religion, islam 
uk.religion.jewish. . 


__uk.feligion.misc 


uk.réligion. other-faiths 
utah religion 


_-Zet.Z-neiz.forum. religion 
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ver watch cats or dogs play with a ball? They're making up a 
story, seeing themselves as mighty ballplayers. People are not so 
different from cats and dogs in this respect. We use imagination 
to see ourselves in a better light. The dog is an instinctive 

-ballplayer — fast, sure-footed, quick around the bases. But in the 
locker room, the dog, even though’a powerful ballplayer, cannot 
tell the story. The power to tell stories is what separates mankind 
from dogs. We are a species built on our stories. That is why we 
sit in soft chairs by warm fires at night, and tell great baseball 
Stories, while dogs sit at our feet and chew on balls. 

| - Spoonman 

(http://www.well.com/wwwi/tcircus/cobralounge) 
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On Ce, all stories were told 


in person. Exchange by word 
of mouth was all that was 
possible. As some 
storytellers grew more 
adept, they attracted 
crowds, and so took 

on a public role. As 

time passed, the 
invention of 

printing 

technology made 

it possible for 

Stories to be mass- 
reproduced for an 

even wider 

audience. Today, 

most public 

storytelling is 

conveyed via radio, 

film, and television: But 
as industries have 
developed around the print. 


medium, CD-ROM allows the inclusion of dense 
media (video, sound, or animation). This means 
storytellers who can afford to publish on CD-ROM 
can adorn their stories with the kinds of elements 
previously accessible only to those in the 
broadcasting media. 

The World Wide Web has limitations that make it 
difficult to include such things as video, 
animations, and stereo sound (though the limits of 
those limitations are being tested today). But the 
cost of publishing on the Web is so low that many 
more storytellers have (or eventually will have) 
access to this new medium. 

Many of the best storytelling sites support 
strong stories through the excellent use of images, 
graphics, and hyperlinks. On the technical side, 
products like Netscape Navigator Gold will 
significantly expand the range of display options. 
Support for simple frame animation will likely 
prove very popular. The overall impact of such 
advances, though, will probably be negligible 
unless we remember that the existence of a good 

/ story is essential for any Web 
storytelling site to succeed. For 
this reason, this article 
focuses on the basics of 
how to tell a good story. 
When you're ready to 
create a beautiful 
Web-based graphic 
presentation to 

complement your 

beautiful story, 
check out the 
“How To” 
section of The 
Net for specifics 
on building 
your Web site. 


Isay, Yousay, 
Weallsay ... 
Isay (the 
illustration to your 
left) is here to play 
the role of storyteller. 
Look at his body parts 


and broadcast media, so too "Isay" represents the major components of and you will see the major 


has the distance between 
storyteller and viewer grown. And 
the economics of print and broadcast 

media have meant that few storytellers have access 
to the means of distribution. We’ve ended up with 
a world containing only a handful of publishers 
(or networks), and a slightly larger group of 
storytellers. 

Recently, though, the rise of media such as CD- 
ROM and the World Wide Web has begun to drive 
the storytelling process in new and exciting 
directions. Though expensive as a publishing 


the storytelling process: tone, mood, 
attention, action, sustainability, 
identification, and closure. 


components of storytelling. 

The illustration represents a 
character form that contains ideas, 

which are now masked behind a singular dramatic 
persona. In this way, abstract elements are made 
easier to swallow. Character has the ability to 
direct our attention to the playful and more 
forgiving world of story. When you need 
something in real life, you must sometimes go to a 
great deal of trouble to get it. When a character 
needs something in a story, the storyteller in you 
can simply conjure it for the character. 


Storytelling gives you the freedom to guide 
the action and destiny of your characters as if they 
were puppets, like little dolls in your hands. We 
suffer, so they must suffer, too. We are triumphant, 
so they are triumphant. 


Your Digital is My Imaginary 

Aside from the stories that people tell or hear in 
their personal life, most public storytelling today is 
conveyed through electronic or digital media. This 
complicates the process somewhat by turning the 
storyteller into as much of a symbol as anything he 
or she might invent. Even more complicating is 
that use of electronic media, and specifically the 
World Wide Web, for presenting stories requires 
storytellers to discover how video, audio, graphics, 
and animations can best be used to support what 
they have to say. 

Are cyberspace and the imaginary so 
different from one another? Not if you consider 
that cyberspace is a construction of human design. 
It evolved to better reflect the ways we think, 
work, and dream. At the moment, cyberspace is 
still a crude and intrusive means to convey 
imaginary constructs. But over time, it will define 
its own limits and become seamlessly integrated 
into the symbol-making and storytelling process. 
Ultimately, we will grow more accustomed to the 
media-rich air of digital storytelling. 


The Symbolic Parade 

It might help to think of the act of telling a story as 
similar to that of dreaming a dream. In both 
actions, things — objects, people, events — are 
both literally themselves and, at the same time, 
symbolic of something else. Both storytellers and 
dreamers convert experiences into symbols, which 
are then arranged into a pattern that offers a new 
experience to the listeners and sleepers giving it 
their attention. 

Stories range from simple and factual 
“photocopies” of reality to the complex epics of 
literature. Almost no other activity in which people 
engage is quite so universal as the back and forth 
reiteration and symbolic transformation of life 
by storytelling. 

Someone asked me recently if | was the 
funniest person in school when | was growing up, 
and | thought to myself, “No! There was...,” and | 
ran through some names of very funny people | 
knew. Then | realized they were all dead now. All 
except Butch. He’s still around. At least, | hope so. 
Last | heard, he was down in Florida somewhere. 
Anyway, | was reminded of a story that he told me 
once, something that happened to him some years 
back, when he was living in New Mexico. 

In the pages that follow, | would like to use 
Butch’s story as an example of how the storytelling 
process works. 


proceeding in steps (or mouse 
_ Clicks, if you will) through a 


sequence of events. In 
Butch’s story 
the 


eature stor 


Attention is the glue that binds us to the story. It 


is, to some degree, reflective of a commitment on 


our part to attend to what happens. 


What pushes and pulls against our attention, in 
hopefully an engaging and rhythmic way, is the 


unfolding action of the story that is to follow. 


THE FINE PRINT 


STORY: 

The universality of stories 
derives from the fact that we 
are all eminently conversant 
with them, both in terms of 
how to identify them and how 
to interpret them. Stories are 
the means by which we learn 
how to speak and how fo model 
our behavior. They are intrinsic 
to who we are as personalities, 
and the course that our 
various lives take is in great 
part determined by which 
stories we respond to and 
which we avoid. 
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RESPONSIBILITY: 
Response, the ability to 
respond, is also a fundamental 
precondition to what we 
commonly call interactivity. 
How storytellers construct 
stories is not terribly different 
from the way that interaction 
designers construct software 
experiences. Stories inside of 
stories is another way to 
describe the recursive way 
that software is programmed. 


COMMUNICATION: 

We should be concerned that in 
our current rush to get that 20 
nanosecond jump on the 


engaged. 


future, we don’t throw 


communication into the 
suitcase with the helper apps. 
Communication is not a helper 
app. it is, rather, the freaking 
point of the whole ball game. 


PERSONALIZATION: 
As a writer and producer of 
both live and digital-based 
projects, | have often found 
myself instigating and helping 
to support large, collaborative 
ventures. 

Looked at in that light, the 
Web is conceivably the largest 
collaborative venture that the 
human race has ever 


Maybe you have been picking up clues along 
the way, here. You're not sure how, but 
perhaps something in the tone, the mood, or 
in the attention-grabbing elements has you 


this uplifting 
note, but if it 
did, | 
wouldn't be 
telling it. In 
fact, the story 
is simply 
shifting ir 
higher gear. 
We are now 


You think to yourself: “The storyteller 
must be going somewhere. He can’t be telling 
us this for nothing, right?” 

So, hopefully, by now, you have made 
the choice as to whether or not to lean in and 
make an identification with our man Butch. 


embarked upon. As such, there 
is a whole lot there fo learn. 
Certainly, there are tricks and 
shortcuts, design suggestions, 
and preferred looks, but more 
than that, there is a subtle way 
that the net, and the Web in 
particular, forces us fo 
basically re-imagine how we 
see ourselves. 


NEW STYLES AND FORMS: 
New styles and forms of 
storytelling are the direct 
result of significant changes in 
the way we re-imagine this 
process of seeing ourselves. 

— MP 


i. 
a 


Circus Vision “=p 
Every medium tells its own kind 

of stories. Those expressed in books 
and print media are delightfully 
diversified, those in radio less so, 

and those in television, much less 

so. The stories that drive a medium 

will shape its future. 

The appearance of a low-cost, 
networked design and publishing 
medium like the World Wide Web 
offers us an unprecedented 
opportunity to grab the wheel of 
this burly new technological 
juggernaut. 

It is time to put storytelling 
circus vision in the driver's seat of 
the new Internet-worked 
technological juggernaut. 

We must plant ourselves 
solidly behind the silicon wheel of 
far-reaching possibilities, and give 
it the gas. When we do that, 
torytelling will no longer be 
mistaken for child’s play. 

As far as your personal 
relationship with the larger body 
politic goes, the ability to speak 
your piece clearly and effectively is 
also a coveted right of citizenship. 

As such, storytelling is possibly 
the single most effective weapon we 
have to make our concerns 
understood to a larger audience. 

The introduction of the 
transformative power of storytelling 
into our daily networked activities 
will likely have a profound impact 
on how net life evolves in the 
time ahead. 


imagination between way stations of 
reality,” this is a very extensive and 


at the University of Illinois at Urbana- 
Champaign, the site is both a visual and 


beautifully designed story site literary treat. 
with originals, as well as some 
great classics. Check out Lynn 
Ward’s magical graphic novels httpilwwwincsa. http://www.phlab.missouri.edu/~C617145/ 
from the 1940s. unic.edul People! comix.html#index 
pmishraldarpan Browse around through an extensive 
a # clit list that includes a lot non-commercial 
e Sanskri 


http://www.swarthmore. and personal story-based comix. 


word for mirror, 


edu/~sjohnson/stories 
Avery comprehensive list of  Darpan isa Web 
storytelling-related resources magazine that 
on the Web. reflects the http:/www.best. 
You'll find online stories and Indian/American com/~slippery/sww. 
resources on the Web that the site’s eee html 
http://rrnet.com/~nakamura/index.html creator, Sherri Johnson, dug up and inside a cohesive An erotic 

Described as “a whistle-stop of divided into sections. community context. Published by students magazine with some fun stories in it. 
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_ errno ' a( i The scale of Butch’s dilemma is suddenly 
a 2 : clear to us. The insignificance of his 
resolutions to change are seen now in 
relation to the larger arc of his own un- 
controllable urges. We pan back to catch 
the sunset, leaving Butch with his car, a 
man in the face of a truth that he did his 
best to deny. 

Could you have predicted the ending 
to this story? If you had, chances are you 
would have ceased to sustain itinthesame = 
way. You would have given up caring what 5 - 
happenedito the character. Your attention: | 
ould:have been broken, and your 
o attach relevancies terminated. 
So it is with good stories. They draw. us 
in. They are of human scale. They present us 
with a sequence of actions that we either — 
find intere ting or not. as we do, 

: dg ‘open — 

a to 2 
the possibility 
that the story 
willsprovide us a 
mirror to reflect 


pair the — 
gold as our 
protagonist decides 
_ to head into town. He 
_ gets in the car and 
turns the key in the 
ignition. A horrible 
grinding sound erupts. 


desires that impel 
us forward; to the 
i the 


Art and Experimental 
NWHQ/tim/tim_25.html), 


Sto ry STF “Women of Vision” 
(http://www.knosso.com/NWHQ/tim/WOV/ 
tim_25w.html), and 

"St image” 
(http://www. 
knosso.com/ 
NWHQ/jy/jytitle. 
html). 


© The Book of Endings 
http://found.cs.nyu.edul 
CAT /projects/theBook/theBook. html 

A multi-threaded story with several 
connecting links for each piece of 


© The Place 


http://gertrude.art.uiuc.edu/ludgate/the/ : the tale. 
3 er : place/place2.html © Mythopoeia 
© NWHQ A deeply personal recollection with http://www.myth.com/ © Basilisk 
http://www. knosso.com/NWHQ rich graphics. All the big story stuff — Lushly romantic photos introduce http://swerve.basilisk.-om 
A distinctive collection of interactive anger, fear, forgiveness. Especially, you'll users to a pantheon of gods and spirits, This interesting, well-edited, “quarterly 
stories that elegantly integrates graphics —__ want to check out “Life With Father” found in the regions of Myothopeia, journal of film, architecture, philosophy, 
and text. Well-written material, too. in (http://gertrude.art.uiuc.edu/ludgate/the/ “realm of the wretched and righteous, literature, music, and perception” is 


particular, check out “25 Ways to Closea _ place/stories/life_with_father/Life_With_ the mythic and monolithic.” Visitors can mostly theory-heavy, with some good 
Photograph” (http://www.knosso.com/ Father.htmi). contribute their own stories. story writing ds well. 


feature stor 


One Final Story Before You Go 
Once upon a time, before humans walked the earth, there lived a 
storyteller, or more specifically, the haunting premonition of a 
storyteller. It was stuck in a monkey’s brain. It was a very frustrating 
situation for the monkey. Try as hard as it might, it just could not 
bring that storyteller to life. Something had to give. Clearly, 
evolution had to find a better vehicle for the storyteller, who had this 
indomitable urge to express itself, to spin fables, provide 
perspectives, inspire minds, and seduce hearts. Thus it was that 
before long, homo sapiens came to be. The storyteller suddenly came 
unstuck and found itself free to come and go in human form, and in 
a matter of a few millennia — poof! — the pageant of history. 

And so it is, to this very day. Inside each of you, there lives a 
storyteller who is always ready to fill you up with tales of magic and 


© Justin's Links from the 


an online journal 


wonder. And, if sometimes you think you're not up to the 

challenge, consider for a moment the fate of that monkey. Is 

that what you want to be, an evolutionary stop-over on the way to 
someplace really cool? | don’t think so. So, speak gentle words to the 
storyteller inside of you. Ask it to fill you up with some of that magic 
and wonder. It’s up to people like you to step forward and begin to 
relate those stories that matter most to you — stories that reflect your 
own personal 
networked 
agenda. 

These are 
the stories the 
world needs to 
hear. W 


© Carolyn’s Diary 
http://Carolyn.org/~clburke/index.html 


Underground © The Semi- 
http://www. links.net/ © Coffee Shakes Existence of Bryon 
wwwivita.html http://www.dfw.net/~soulmate/coffee.html http://www.unt. 
edu/~bryon/index. 
html 
© The Spot 
© Magical Moments http://www.thespot.com/ 
http://http.cs.berkeley.edu/~rywang 
Imagic_small.html ©Mike’s Private Diary 
http://www. innotts. 
© New York Diary co.uk/~mikeb/diary.htm 


http://www.echonyc.com/cgi-bin/xixax/nydiary.pl?List 


Create your own Web pages 
with InContext Spider™ 


All product names referenced herein are trademarks of their respective companies 


InContext Spider's exclusive browser integration technology helps you begin 
where ordinary HTML editors leave off. A single command is all it takes to 
create hypertext links to Web pages all over the world. 


For WINDOWS™ 


By combining an HTML editor 
with a Mosaic™ browser, InContext 
Spider becomes a powerful Web 
processor. You can cruise the Web 
interactively, creating links as you 
go. You can download pages and 
create new ones based on them. 
Creating Web pages has never 
been this easy! 


Only 


S shipping 


To order call: 


1(800) 263-0127 


World Wide Web: 
http://www. incontext.com 


Demo version available 


p hough riot nearly as sophisticated as a spreads! 
HTML tables are a great way to organize dat a. 
just a aS or a square made up of “cells” i f 


4 caole 
ave that nice, 


(http://www. thenet-usa.com/news 
html), which is formatted into a table so it will, . 
columned newspaper look: 


- Contests and Net t Hunts " ou News 


Wina geet T-shirt! Computer Network Site Reaching 100,000 Strong 


September 1, 1995. cijnet online, only 10 weeks old, is about to reach 
the 100 ,000-member mark - and that lucky registered user will win an 
“exclusive” cinet tshirt. Among the many current cinet online offerings, 
you'll find articles on educational research, overviews of the latest digital 
cameras, news about Microsoft Network, download bles, and a buncha 
other stuff, including info about upcoming cinet shows. 


4TML 3.0 ompatible browser), it” 


Students - Wake UP! Finding Children 

VYivarin's "No Place Like Home Pages" CompuServe Donates Technology to 
Contest Help Find Kids 

August 28, pee | August 17,1995. The 

1995. hint National Center for Missing & 
heey) VIVARIN [RGmeerore ee, Ye 
we all know extensive missing children 


and love, is hosting the No Place Like Home database on the web. Created by CompuServe 
Pages contest on its Web site from September1 (where the Center has had a presence since 
through October 31, 1995. Prizes include a 1993}, the site provides contact information, 
$10,000 scholarship and nifty electronic toys, photos, support group info, law enforcement 
such as a Panasonic Palmeonler. Soif you'r a contacts, and more. This is an amazing and 
university student who has 4 wacky or impressive effort. 

wonderful web site, point on over t0 Yivarin 

and give them a wake up call. 


‘The first and most Tiny rtant'H } ised is < 
Putting this tag into an H7 it know that what fol- 


F CREATING Cd 


e 5 walk: 
the She of it, t! 1 


will be as wide as its widest/row. If you 
one row ano d only five in another, thes ntire table is 
till gol 1g to be 10 cells \ vide. 


4 i 


0 classes o on Su indays ) So, T h 


Next, | want to put some actual information into this sched- 
ule. The first class is intermediate Latin; it starts at 7:30 a.m. 
(ugh!), and runs from Monday through Thursday. I'll put the fol- 
lowing code for the second row right after the code forthe header 
row, but before the table closer tag: 


Adding this code makes my table look like this: 


The <TD> tag is very similar to the <TH> tag. The only differ- 
ence is that it doesn’t bold the font or center the text in the cell. 
<TD> tags must be around the data in each cell in order for the 
cell to be defined. In the first cell for this entry, I’ve got the first 
class of the day, “Lang. 205: Latin.” The next cells show when the 
class takes place, and since Latin runs in four contiguous days, - 
I've used the <COLSPAN> attribute. <COLSPAN> stretches one cell 
across the space of however many cells are indicated in the value. 
The default is <COLSPAN=I>, because a cell usually occupies the 
space of one cell. There is also an attribute called <ROWSPAN>, 
which expands cells vertically, as opposed to horizontally. 

I'm going to add one more class (it’s going to be an easy 
semester), which is scheduled for Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays. This one will be a class on Milton’s Paradise Lost, because 
at my university, we like the classics. The third column’s code 
looks like this: 


Adding this code after the code for the second column 


which isn’t specifically a table tag, in the 
cells to format the text. Yes, regular HTML 
_ tags can be used within a table. 


_~mcom.com/assist/ 
net_sites/tables.html. W 


The code for this row is pretty straightforward. Each cell 
has the <TD> tags around it, but there are a couple of things 
to notice here. First, the empty cells still take up space on the 
table, although there is no impression in the border of the 
table. In other words, having <TD></TD> in the Tuesday col- es 
umn makes sure the data for the Monday and e 
Wednesday columns is in the right place. 
Also, I've used the line break tag <BR>, 


This covers the basics of making 
beautifully useful tables in your Web 


pages, using table tags for HTML. For a 


complete listing of table tags, point 
your browser at http://home. 


back RealAudio (.RA) files on your com- 


ET REAL: 
TRE REAL STORY OF 


y the time I'd finished configuring _to the Internet with either a direct connec- Downloading Files on a Macintosh — 


by Tina Blaine 


my Boca Research modem to work __ tion or a SLIP/PPP account with a 14.4 kbps eninraronteremateio - 


with a Mac Il and a PowerMac, | (or better) modem. Getting Stuffit Expander via FTP_ | 
was exhausted. Just the attempt to To get RealAudio, start by browsing feces eee 
get connected to the World Wide ——_with Netscape 2.0 (available from Netscape —_| found information on how to get Stuffit _ 
Web had left my hands bloody Communications at http://www. _ Expander via FTP at http://www.realaudio. .com/ 
and my ears ringing with a chorus of TCP, netscape. com). Do a net search for — eth. notes/atuffi 
PPP, and modem init strings. “RealAudio,” or link directly to Progressive 
But, after some healing time, | was Networks’ RealAudio Player site at : 


ready to search for what could be the next _—ihttp://www.realaudio.com. But be pre- 


trilogy of holy grails — the RealAudio pared to jump through a few hoops to get. 

Player, Encoder, and Server. | was espe- the helper applications an nsi ; » 

cially curious to know why so many people _you'll need to get start 4 10 ion | as look- 
have been downloading eight-bit mono ter, a ‘Il eee a sec 5a 0 

audio files. Why would anyone want to Managts, 3. 0, etc.) 

relive the nostalgia of distorted AM radio, this address, Find” radio butto 

now that CD-quality 16-bit sound is the - a 
music industry's standard? But once | got (versio | eolead 


into it — the RealAudio Player lets you play 


@ Sub-string (dehqu) C Case sensitive 
© Pattern (dehqu*.hqu) 


© Regular Expr (dehqu.*\.hqx) Matches: 


puter — | found that being able to convert 
and play sound files is truly amazing. It 
was as easy as pie to zap info abe) 


Digital World Conference. And, | | 
crunchy music, you'll be in hea 


4 | highlighted and double- 
pplication, and prayed for 


FINDING sun | A. OM Oe ANL YT OT OS ul transfer. (Hint: ifthe file you 


| a / downloaded has “.sea” as an extension, 

you're using, in orde er to work with GETTING EXTENSIONS/HELPER APPS © double- click on it to extract the file. 7 

RealAudio, you'll need sound capabilities @\ started by opening up my fagorites FIPiy 

in your egmputer and sha to play — ‘program, Anarchie 1.2.0, to download & the nee step was to get bund 
Sound Manager, StuffIt Expander, and « Menager 3-0 Or 3.1. The 3.0 version 


Tl J K \ F F9 fh Fr : : R U E ? / = - Download the RealAudio Encoder 


ose nn coer ee tT 


Those who can’t afford the RealAudio server but sfill compression idnaicaiaiaeailg ee 
want to add RealAudio files to their Web pages can method.) Make the 5 
actually create a hyperlink from a Web page to dn -RA archive a self- ——— : 

file served by a standard Web (HTTP) server. For more extracting (.EXE) =. 


in oc acenc saree wt tg poet pene FP) 


s info, visit http://www.RealAudio.com/tech_notes/ file, which will make 


mimetype.html. it easier to down- 

if you’re a PC person, you can put RealAudio on toad. This lefts lis- 
your Web site without using the RealAudio Server. To teners extract the 
do so, store the file into a PKZip or ARJ archive without _ file and play it directly from their hard drive without 
compressing it. (There should be a command line having to reconfigure Netscape to avoid getting gib- 
option in both programs that will allow you to choose a__ berish on their screen. 16 


66 the net 


with System 7.5 software, or you can get a 
free upgrade to SM 3.0 by following steps 
one to three. Otherwise, FTP with Fetch at 
ftp://ftp.info.apple.com/Apple. 
Support.Area/, or go to http://www. 
info.apple.com/ftp.circa.ufl.edu/pub/ 
software/ufmug/mirrors/Apple. 
Sound Manager 3.1 can be downloaded 
from www.support.apple.com/ 
pub/apple. 


To configure Netscape to work with 
Stuffit, | went to the “Options” menu and 
chose “Preferences.” 

In the pop-up window at the top, | 
picked “Helper Applications.” A screen 
opened up with file extensions, and the 
programs used to run them. | looked for 
“application/mac-binhex4o” in the helper 
applications. (Hint: if the latter is unavail- 
able, click “new” and enter “mac-bin- 
hex40° under Mime type and “application” 
in Mime sub-type). Under preferences, | 
typed in “hqx” and browsed until | found 
Stufflt Expander on my hard drive. Then, | 
selected the “Launch Application” radio 
button, and clicked “OK” to save. — 


Cnew..) 


rive type: [epiantan ——]sttype: [nes] 
extensions: figs] 


roe we: [+] 


The RealAudio site (http://www.realaudio.com/dloadintro. html) 
has an extensive downloading guide. 


Mime type and “x-pn-real 

_ audio” in Mime sub-type.) | 
~~ clicked “Browse” to scan my 
hard drive for the 


The RealAudio Player was supposed to 
automatically configure itself with my Web 
browser once | launched the RealAudio 
Installer (this is supposed to happen if you 
have MacWeb or Mosaic). | ended up con- 
sulting the RealAudio homepage FAQ to 
learn how to configure the helper applica- 
tions in Netscape. 


CONFIGURING NETSCAPE TO WORK WITH 


The Frequently Asked Questions page for 
RealAudio is at http://www.realaudio.com/tech_ 
notes/raplayer.faq. adie 


THE REALAUDIO PLAYER 


| went to Netscape (yes, | was running 
around in circles), and highlighted the 
selection “audio/x-pn- 
real audio.” (if this isn’t an 
option for you, click on 


“new” "and enter “audio” 


Launcher applica- 
tion to select 

Stuffit Expander. 
(Hint: If you select. 
“unknown prompt user” 


on gure a player or 


save to disk.) | entered “.RA, .RAM” under 
extension files, then clicked “OK.” Whew! | 


Mime type: [audid ] Subtype: [e-perreataudio _] 
Extensions: [ragam 


re 


Application: RealAudio Player 


Action : oO Save 
@ Launch Application 


oO Use Netonape 2s Viewed 
oO Unknown : Prompt User 


To configure Netscape to 
work with the RA Player, 
go back to the 
“Preferences” 
window. 


iC What ‘s Hew in SSS7 
6 Book Information 
mC Events, Shows, and Seminars 
| MIDitools Information 
é DB All About AIFF Sound Files 
iC Print Media “Browser” 


CRUISIN FOR 
REALAUUIO 


Places fo find RealAudio 
in action: 


http://www.yothuyindi.com/ 


http://www.voyagerco.com/ 
interface/galiery.cgi 


http://www.realaudio.com/rafiles 
lrabest/osyspotatoh.ram 


http://www.realaudio.com/ 
contentp/rabest/dworld/ 
mdworld.html 


http://www.kpig.com/ 


http://realtime.cbcstereo.com/ 
Real Time/soundz/realaudio/ 
ra menu.html 


http://www.hotspots.hawaii.com/ 
IRH-Home.html 


http://www.dsg.ki.se/ 
~v95-mel/Music/music.htmi 


http://www.realitycom.com/ 
webstars/index.html 


http://www.sonicnet.com 


http://www.cinenet.net/msbooks/ 
dissent.html 
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had now configured Netscape to work with 
Stuffit and the RealAudio Player. 

One of the coolest features of the 
RealAudio Player is that it offers almost 
instant gratification. Clicking ona 
RealAudio icon, | was able to play back 
the file in seconds, especially since | was 
running at 28.8 (you should add a “few” 
more seconds for 14.4 modems). Another 
big plus is that | didn’t have to be online 
to play back a sound file. All | had to do 
was download audio files to my desktop, 
then play .RA files with the RealAudio 
Player through Netscape without being 
connected to the Internet. To do this, | 
selected “Open Local File” from the file 
menu and entered the name and path of 
the .RA file. Netscape then opened the 
appropriate player file just as if | was con- 
nected to the net. 

An alternative download method is to 
capture the .RA files directly to tape. To 
do this, | took an audio out from my 
sound card’s line-out jack and put it 
into my tape deck’s line-in to record the 
audio files. 


POSTING YOUR OWN SOUND FILES 
Now that | was groovin’ to everyone else's 
audio files on the net, | thought about 
posting a few of my own. Luckily, the 
RealAudio Studio allowed me to create my 
own RealAudio files by compressing digital 
audio files and converting them to 
RealAudio format with an encoder. 
RealAudio Studio is currently available for 
beta testing on Windows (16-bit and 32- 
bit) and Macintosh platforms. To get it, | 
logged in at http://www.realaudio. 
com, and signed up for a password. A 24- 
hour ticket good for a free encoder was 
mine for the asking 

Using the encoder, | was able to con- 
vert my custom sound files from . AIFF 
(Mac/Sun standard), .AU (Sun/UNIX/NexT 


platforms), .WAV (IBM-compatible), or 


Sound Designer li (Mac) formats to .RA or 


_.RAM. Then, | could deliver them through 
the net via the RealAudio Server. 


Be warned, though. The sound quality 
of music files, once they re encoded, is not 


great. Some people offer anti-aliasing and 
_ filtering suggestions, such as that you kill 


WORLD RADIO 


n-ee-t-ew-o-r-k 


all frequencies above 4 KHz before encod- 
ing. But others have given up on music 
entirely and recommend RealAudio as a 
speech-only medium. | tried my hand at 
encoding various SD2 instrumental files 
and was excited that the process worked. 
The results? Well, let’s just say that they’ve 
sounded better. 

If you're still with me, Mac heads, 
you ll need to be running Apple System 
7.0 or later, and of course, a PowerMac is 
recommended. If you're working ona 
680x0 series, you'll need a 680xo micro- 
processor with a floating point co-proces- 
sor (FPU). The rest is easy. Just launch the 
encoder and click on the input box. 
Browse your desktop for all those mono 
AIFF, AU, or SD2 files waiting to be con- 
verted to the RA format. You'll be prompt- 
ed to put in a title for the audio clip, the 
author, and copyright info. Click on the 
process button and presto chango — 
you re ready. For PCs, Windows 3.1x, 
Windows NT, or Windows 95 will yield the 
winning ticket running on a 486DX or 
Pentium microprocessor or a floating- 
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point co-processor. You're out of luck if 
you have a 386 or 486SX processor without 
an FPU, although by the time you read 
this, the Encoder could be out of beta. 


SETTING UP THE SERVER 


So, now that I'd become a pro at making 
my own sound files, | figured: “How hard 
can it be to set up my own RealAudio 
Server?” Piece of cake. The main hitch was 
that the server, at press time, ran only on 
Windows NT and Unix platforms. Another, 
more important, problem is that this part 
of the program doesn’t come cheap. 
Serving up a server costs a pretty penny 
and will weed out the serious surfers. Find 
out more at http://www.realaudio. 
com/products/server.html. You could 


spend anywhere from $2,500 to $13,500 just 


for the Audio Server software that lets you 
become an online sound publisher and 
have the freedom to deliver uncensored 
sound clips to the masses. The 

RealAudio Server supports and dis- 
tributes “narrowband multimedia” 
streams, as well as pure audio, and is 


capable of logging server usage on stan- 
dard Web server formats. Though the 
prohibitive cost of the server is hamper- 
ing its use, the RAPlay Usenet group 
sports inquiries from people 2 
seeking to share space and 
fees on other RAP a, 
servers. Maybe the Oreo 
funkiest reason to get 
hip to RealAudio is the 
opportunity to take 
part in the interactive 
alternative music 
scene, and vote for 
your faves. W — 
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devoted in the recreational most readable 
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Journal —The New York Times —USA Today 


Computer books lor the Ln of it 
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Net Guide introduces you 
to the exciting new world of Cyberspace. Net Games 

directs you to the incredible games people play there. Ne? Cha? reveals the secret __ 
places where millions of people talk, debate, hang out, and meet. Neé Money leads youtothe thou- __ 
sands of sites in Cyberspace that are revolutionizing the way we manage our personal finances. Net 
Trek helps you plot your journey to the furthest reaches of the sci-fi galaxy. Net Sports brings you 
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peek Visit our Web guide at http://www. ypn.com 


© matter what any- 
one’s told you, the 
real reason com- 
puters were invent- 
ed was for game 
playing. If you're 
still using your personal com- 
puter solely for information 
retrieval, you've completely 
missed the point of the large 
unit sitting on your desktop. 
Unless you repent now, you’re 
going to end up making 
databases of your friend’s 
parking tickets for entertain- 
ment. But fear not: What fol- 
lows should get you started on 
some of the basics of online 
gaming, either on game-only 
services or wandering on the 
World Wide Web. 


IMAGINE THE QUEST 


One of the best places to start 
looking for online fun is 
AT&T's ImaginNation Network, 
a system designed for nothing 
but multi-player gaming. The 
company has sent out so many 
startup kits that many areas of 
the country are still buried 
under mounds of literature 
proudly stating “io Free 


Hours!” — so getting yourself 
hooked up for the first time 
may be as easy as going 
through your junk mail. If 
you've managed to avoid 
being listed as a potential cus- 
tomer by giving a false name 
every time you purchase a 
piece of software, all you need 


PLAY 
AND 0 


to do is call 
1 800 
IMAGIN 1. 
Tell the 
friendly 
sales rep 
that you 
want to sign 
up. As we 
went to 
press, the 
company 
was Offering 
lo free hours 
for potential 
users to try the network out 
and decide if it’s really worth 
paying money to play games. 
Once you ve got all of the 
software in front of you and 
loaded up on your PC (sorry, 
Mac owners, you can't join in 
our reindeer games just yet), 
you ll be confronted with an 
easy-to-use interface that 
helps you create an online per- 
sona. You get to pick basic 


ImagiNation Network's new 
Front Page Sports Football will 
enable players to compete in 
gridiron action. 


If you think the landscape of Medievala 
wait until you see the dungeons within. 


From the main map for ImagiNation, you can 
select the types of games you want to play. 


PLAY SERVICES 
NLINE GAMING AREAS 


giMation v2.4 


Red Baron is one of 
the most addictive 
multi-player games on 
ImagiNation Network. 


physical attributes (e.g., hair 
color and length, eye color, 
face shape), plus choose from 
a list of hobbies and interests 
that other people will see when 
they look at you on the net- 
work. The building of your 
main character is done before 
you ever hook up to the net- 
work, so don’t worry about 
how long it takes you. Oh, and 
don't feel guilty about taking 
some liberties with your on 
screen image... everybody 
does it. 

After you've logged onto 
the network, you'll see a land- 
scape map of the cyberland of 
ImagiNation. Several different 
sublands are shown (Casino- 
land, Club- 
house, Post 
Office, and 


Clicking on 
any one of 
these areas 
will take you 
into a new 
place, each 
with its own 
flavor, rules 


Pag! sai 


nd looks grim, 


Medievaland). 


by Trent Ward 


of conduct, and games. 
(You knew we were going 
to get around to games 
sometime, didn’t you?) 
The Clubhouse is the 
best place to get started, 
since it has some very 
friendly people, called 


hosts, who 


are glad to 

answer any fe aS 

questions Online golf requires a 

you may good eye and a steady 
finger. 

have about 


how to enter certain areas, 
where to find technical sup- 
port, and why everyone is 
picking on your choice of 
character portraits. Games in 
the Clubhouse area include a 
variety of parlor games, like 
Chess, Checkers, Hearts, and 
Go. Interested in huge multi- 
player role-playing games? 
Medievaland is the place to go. 
Casinoland has gambling 
games like Poker, Roulette, 
and Blackjack, and The Arena 
offers a myriad of action and 
strategy games, like Red 
Baron, Front Page Sports 
Football, and Miniature Golf. 
The network has enough 
users now that it’s pretty easy 
to find someone willing to play 
whatever you want, anytime 
you wish. Remember to be 
polite, because all it takes is a 
few complaints from your fel- 
low users before you'll be 
removed from the service. 
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everything from biplanes to the 
most modern of aircraft. 


out this article, fees are 
at about $50 for 30 hours 


of play. 


PlayNet, a service = fein id, will help curb those 
late-night Doom cravings. 


“But | just paid a lot of 
money for my computer and | 
don’t want to pay to join an 
online service, too,” you 
whine. (Stop that, it’s really 
annoying). Well, there’s plenty 
of places to traipse around on 
the net for free, where you can 
play really cool games. Role 
playing game (RPG) fans 
should definitely give MUD 
gaming a try. A MUD (it stands 
for Multi-User Dungeon, natch) 
looks a lot like a homemade 
version of one of Infocom’s 

early text adventures, but 
things are constantly changing 
as other players move in and 
out of the world you're in. g 

Like you do in a single- 

player RPG, in a MUD 


iere 
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Although you aren rt going to 
find as many different games 
for your money, there are some 
other online services with some 
really choice play options. 
GEnie, which has just released 
a new version for Windows 
users, has two really good 
action game options. SVGA Air 
Warriors is a good-looking 
flight sim that offers pilots 
everything from biplanes to 
modern aircraft in multi-play- 
er dogfights. Sci-fi fans will 
want to jump behind the con- 
trols of a multi-ton robot in 
Cyberstrike, the company’s 
newest online addition. If you 
can’t get a hold of some start 
up software, give the folks at 
GEnie a call at 1 800 638 9636. 
Fans of id’s line of soft- 
ware greats will want to check © 
out PlayNet, a service that fea- 
tures online versions of Doom, 
Doom Il, and Heretic. Although 
they're kind of expensive 
(0.K., really expensive) for 
such limited play options, this 
is the best way to find live | 
opponents for action gaming - 
if you are far removed froma 
network. PlayNet can be con 
tacted through 1 800 PLAY NET, 


but keep in mind that as | type 


| (this will vary debetid - 
ing on which | MUD : 


ners, | recommend super- 
girl.cs.hut.fi 
(130.233.40.52); 
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Genie’: S SVGA Air Warrlors offers 
high-tech flying competition, with 


marvin.macc.wisc.edu (144.92.30.207); or 
typo.umsl.edu (134.124.42.197). Although all of these 
worked as this article went to p » ? penere that these sites 


te 


what’s mentioned here, but from these sites, 


humans who it 
technocracy’s ins 
make us stare at 


screens 24 hours a day. The 
world of online gaming is jt 


ie 


pretty | 


now getting rolling 
good, and as the new 
year unfolds, you 
can expect to see 
many more ser- 

vices and sites pop 
up all over the net. 


Happy gaming....W é 


ATaT’s imagiaNation 
Network 
800 IMAGIN 1 


MuDs F Reaves List: 
ttp: llwww.cm.cf.ac.uk/User/ oo 
Andrew.Wilson/MUDIist/dorans.hem|_ 


Good MUDs as Beginners: = 
supergirl.cs.hut.fi fi : 
: 130.233.40.52 © S 


marvin.macc.wisc.edu a 2 
144.92.30.207 
134.124.42.197 — 


Hfe YOU Sertous about PC gaming? 


N\\a 


ea! 


Act now to get 
your 
of PC Gamer 
including the 
CD-ROM disc! 


“ a 
: ev >. 
ane. , 


} 
/ 


f | To order, fill out the form below, or, for faster service, call (800) 706-9500. 


Yes. Send me the next issue of PC Gamer including the CD-ROM disc with no risk! If 
a I'm pleased, I'll send just $47.95 for eleven more issues and discs (12 in all). If I'm not 
completely satisfied, I'll return the invoice marked cancel and owe nothing. 


a 

‘ Name 

u Address 

. City, State, ZIP 
Scoops A 
Rated e | | Payment Enclosed |_| Bill Me Later 
Reviews 5 Payment Method [_|checkenclosed []visa [Jmc  [_]Amex 
Eyewitness g Account Number___——SEssSsSsCs‘CSstsCsSsSSCEp Date 
Columns a Signature 
Strategy 
Central 3 Send your completed form to: PC Gamer, PO Box 51199,Boulder, CO 80322-1199 


5REEO 


a *12 issues Canada $US 61.95 *Other foreign $US 71.95 Please send Canadian and foreign orders prepaid in U.S. funds. Offer expires 3/30/96 


eleased in August 1995, 
SmartMarks is the official 


expanded bookmark utility of 


Netscape for Windows. Along 
with Netscape Navigator, it’s 
free for downloading from Netscape’s 
home on the Web (http://www. 
netscape.com/). 

Although SmartMarks is a sepa- 
rate application from Netscape 
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‘ekenes ween! 
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Navigator, | could hardly tell | was 
using it because of its seamless inte- 
gration with Navigator. Launching 
Navigator automatically causes 
SmartMarks to launch, and when they 
are running simultaneously, 
Navigator's original bookmark menu 
items are replaced with SmartMark’s 
menu items, which are “Add 
SmartMark” (control-A), “File 
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This side of the win- 

dow shows the directo- 
ry structure for the 
SmartMarks database of 
locations. The utility comes 
pre-loaded with lots of 
locations, but you can add 
and delete your own 
folders. 


The right side of the 
low shows the vari- 


& This button pulls up 

the “Comments” win- 
dow, where you can write 
notes to yourself about a 
site. 


The button with the 

envelope will make 
your friends love or hate 
you, because it sets up 


e-mail so you can send the 


addresses of neat sites to 
anyone you like (or 
dislike). 


The “Smart Finder” is 
pretty cool. It’s a spe- 
cial bookmark list of the 


_ popular search engines on 


he Internet. It automati- 
ally loads whatever key- 
ord you enter inthe 


rh The e aectien mark, the : 
universal “Help” i icon, | : 


L 2) Affe Romeo Home Page 
Ey ata Romeo Spider Home Page 
2) Bentley 


E) Citroén 1D DS Homepage, De Snoek 


BE) The Thrombosis Interest Group 
B “OTGLOGY ONLINE WELCOMES YOU!" 
B Reactive Hypoglycemia Home Page 


Netscape for Windows’ built-in bookmark function doesn’t look 
anywhere near as flashy as SmartMarks. It doesn’t even look as 
yood as Netscape Om nec ’s bookmarks, but it’s easier to 


window. Ev , 


‘A “Add” comman 


wow, but ut they 


's you may have fig- 
ured out by now, 
there are tons of 
wonderful things to 
download off the 
Internet — images of classic 
paintings, shareware applica- 
tions, pictures of various peo- 
ple’s pets, weather maps, and 
sounds, to mention a few. Most 
of the good stuff out there is 
compressed in order to reduce 
download time. 

The way things usually 
work, the person with the stuff 
~~ worth downloading compress- 
s the stuff and stores it ona 
: server. 
You 
come 
along 
and 


It's as easy as 1-2-3. 
One: Download your 
compressed file. 


download the 
compressed stuff. 
But once you've got the stuff 
on your computer, what has to 
happen next? 

The first thing you need to 
do is decompress the stuff. 
There are commercial programs 
available that'll let you both 
compress and decompress files. 
Some examples are Stuffit 
Deluxe from Aladdin Systems 
(http://www.aladdinsys. 
com/) and The Free Software 
Foundation. But there are also 
shareware and freeware pro- 
grams that'll do just about all 
the compressing and decom- 
pressing you ll ever need. Some 
examples are DropStuff with 
Expander Enhancer, or Stuffit 
Expander for Mac or Windows 
from Aladdin systems, which 
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are shareware (and cost a rea- 
sonable $30 each). 

GZIP, a freeware compres- 
sion/decompression tool for 
Mac and Windows, created by 
the Free Software Foundation’s 
Project Gnu, is freely down- 
loadable from http://crusty. 


er.usgs.gov/gzip.html. GZIP 


is cool, but the Aladdin prod- 
ucts are great because they can 
handle a wide variety of com- 
pression types — Stuffit (.sit), 
Compact Pro (.cpt), AppleLink 
(.pkg), ZIP (.zip), ARC (.arc), 
gzip (.gz), and Unix Compress 
(.Z). If you wish, you can go 
into your browser’s preferences 
and ensure that every time you 
download a compressed file, it 
is automatically decompressed 
ay the appropriate program. 
But for 

most folks, 
all you need 
to know to 


decompress 
a file is how 
to drag and 
drop. Using 
DropStuff 
with 
Expander Enhancer, or Stuffit 
Expander, simply drag the files 
that need decompressing on 
top of the expander icon, and 
select the name and location 
for the expanded files. The files 
will be decompressed and 
placed in the location of your 
choosing with the name(s) you 
selected. 

This sounds kinda too 
simple to be true, and you’re 
right. More often than not, files 
are encoded as well as com- 
pressed. That’s the bad news. 


expanded file. 


Three: Poof! There you have you 


by Mark Frost 


the 
Beginner's 
Ae the 


yours: Geta 
knowledge- 
able friend to 
get you the 
decompres- 
sion/decod- 
on of your choice, 
and then have this same per- 
son configure your browser to 


t it can decompress Compact Pre 
ct Pro cannot decompress Stu 


you ae decode as a separate 
step (say you’re too cheap to 
get the Aladdin stuff and you 
managed to find a freeware 
decompression application), 


places where you can 

find a variety of | 
decompression, decod- 
ing, and file conversion | 
utilities: 


’ 
Here are some other | 
' 
| 


http://www.inforamp. 
net/iramp/inforamp/ 
essentials.html 


a Mac ce a need to decode 

BinHex files. 
Again, troll the sharew http://winftp.cica. 

indiana.edu/win95/ 


miscutil/ 


http://www.jumbo.com/ 
util/mac/compression/ 
http://www.jumbo.com/ 
util/win/archiver/ 
http://www.jumbo.com/ 
util/win/encode/ 


| found a news- 

group that | 
© want to access 
(alt.tv.ab-fab) by 
Prodigy, but when | 
try to, | get this mes- 
sage saying that 
“PROXIES DENIES 
REQUEST”! Could you 
please help me out? 


| tried to subscribe via 


A Prodigy to the news- 
@ group you mentioned, 
and it worked just fine. Once 
you log on to Prodigy, go to 
the Internet forum and click 
“Newsgroups.” Then click 
“Explore News-groups’ and 
“Find a News-group.” Click 
“Search News-groups’ for text 
pattern below, and enter 
“alt.tv.ab-fab,” and click “Find 
Now.” Then click “Go to 


Newsgroup’ and read the mes- 


sages. When you're done, 
you'll be asked whether you - 
want to subscribe to the news- 
group, so click “Yes.” Most 
likely, on the day you tried to 
read this newsgroup, you were 
behind a firewall, (you were 
probably at work, right?). Use 
of a firewall is one of several 
ways to protect one network 
from another. Many companies 
build firewalls both to protect 
their employees from the 
equivalent of net graffiti artists 
sneaking into their network, 
and to guard their internal 
confidential data from getting 
loose on the net. A firewall is a 
network configuration that 
places a boundary between 
computers inside the firewall 
and those outside it, usually by 
having only one computer at 


Soges: 


the top of the firewall interact- 
ing directly with the Internet. 

One way firewalls get set 
up is by using proxies, also 
called proxy servers. (The other 
way is by using special pro- 
grams called SOCKS, which are 
NOT the President’s cat.) A 
proxy server (also called an 
application gateway or for- 
warder) is an application that 
mediates traffic between a 
protected network and the 
Internet. The proxy server waits 
for a request from within the 
firewall, forwards that request 
to the remote server outside, 
reads the response, and then 
sends the response back to the 
user. 

Basically, proxies prevent 
traffic from passing directly 
between networks. A proxy 
server can be configured to 
reject requests for newsgroups 
and access to other net areas 
where the company may think 
employees might be wasting 
their time. In your case, the 
proxy server was set up to 
reject requests for newsgroups 
in the entertainment category 
you were looking in. 

Try getting on Prodigy 
from home, and you should be 
able to read your newsgroup. 


Help! 

) I'm trying to 

® use Trumpet 
Winsock with Win- 
dows 95, but my dial- 
up connection won't 
work! It worked fine 
under Windows 3.1. 

I’ve also heard 
that people are hav- 
ing trouble using 
CompuServe with 
Windows 95. 


N E ] A () by Kay Yarborough Nelson 


search your hard disk for any 
WINSOCKs. Any that you find 
named “WINSOCK.DLL” should 
be renamed as “WINSOCK.1,” 
“WINSOCK.2,” and so forth. 
Leave WINSOCK.OLD alone for 
the next step. 

Second, the “Find” utility 
should have also found a file 

~ named “WINSOCK.OLD.” 

Windows 95 renamed your old 
“WINSOCK.DLL,” and that's the 
Winsock you want to use. 
Rename it “WINSOCK. DLL.” 

Next, use the Notepad to 
look at the PATH statement in 
your AUTOEXEC.BAT file and 
make sure that the path points 
to that WINSOCK. DLL. 

Finally, contact the appli- 
cation’s vendor and ask if it 
can send you an updated ver- 
sion for Windows 95.8 


Trumpet Winsock is a 
A TCP/IP stack, or spe- 

@ cial program, that lets 
you dial up the Internet. You 
may not even know it's there, 
because your application uses 
it behind the scenes, like 
CompuServe. : 

The problem arises 
because Windows 95 comes 
with its own Winsock, and it 
may be trying to use that one 
instead of the WINSOCK.DLL 
your application needs. 

First, you need to check to 
see if you have more than one 
WINSOCK file. Some applica- 
tions that use Winsock copy 
their own WINSOCK.DLL file into 
their directory, and having _ 
more than one WINSOCK.DLL on 
your computer invites trouble. 
Use the “Find” utility (F3) and 
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CO Best Buy 
FUJITSU Hard Drives 
Spindle Speed Warranty 
1080MB 5400rPm 3YR $219 
1080MB 5400rPm 3YR $279 
2176MB 7200rPm 5yYR $669 
4350MB 7200rPM 5YR $959 


oO 230MB_ 
FUJITSU 


Best selling optical drive made. 230MB, 30ms, 
256K buffer. Reads & writes 128 & 230MB disks. 


Optical Drive. 


“Removable 
Q SyQuest Cartridge Drive 4 
Best buy in removable media! Features 13.5ms, 128K 
buffer, hard disk technology, & metal construction. 


Each includes 1 free disk 135MB 270MB 
Internal IDE $189 $349 
External SCSI $239 $429 
External for parallel port $Call $489 


Removable ~ 
Drive Bracket 


Converts any 3 1/2” hard drive into a removable 
drive. Great for transportability, data interchange, 
or security needs. Extremely high quality construction. 
Metal cartridge and frame, cooling fan, SCSI unit has 
ID select on the cartridge. Qty discounts available. 


External for printer port (1 free disk) $439 
External for PC (includes controller, 1 disk) $479 
External for MAC (1 free disk) $479 
540mB 9.5ms 5400rPm Fujitsu $169 
850msB 14ms 4500rpm Quantum $219 
853mB 10ms 4500rpm Western Digital $203 
854mB- ims 5400rpm Seagate $202 
1050me 12ms 5400rPpm Quantum $229 
1080msB 9.5ms 5400rPm Fujitsu $219 
1083mB 12ms 4500rpm Seagate $229 
1280mB 10ms 4500rpm Western Digital $289 
1620mB ims 4500rPpm NEC $349 
1624mB 10ms 5200rPm Western Digital $389 
(Save $10 with drive) 
ISA 16Bit GSI-18 $50 
ISA 16Bit GSI-21 $65 
PCI 32Bit Tekram DC290S $59 
VESA 32Bit Tekram DC280E $64 
VESA 32Bit Promise EIDE2300+ $69 


TAPE DRIVES 


Prices include 1 free tape! Save $10 with hard drive! 
800MB Conner $195 


420MB 


Conner 


$145 


800MB Colorado $225 


1.7Gig 


1-2Gig 
2Gig 
2Gig 
2-4Gig 
4-8Gig 
4-8Gig 
4-16Glg 
4-16Gig 


1.3Gig Exabyte $159 


$369 
$749 
$799 
$515 
$869 
$869 
$969 
$1049 


Conner $255 3.2Gig Conner $309 
:S (bare, no tape) 
Tandberg QIC TDC3520 
HP DAT C1534A 
Conner DAT (C4320RT 
Conner Qic TSM4000 
Conner DAT (C4324RP 
HP DAT C1536A 
Conner DAT C4326NP 
HP DAT C1533A 


IDE $79 SCSI$85 WIDE SCSI $129 
540mB 9.5ms 5400rPm Fujitsu $180 
850mB 14ms 4500rPpm Quantum $242 
1050ms 12ms 5400rPpm Quantum $299 
1080mB 9.5ms 5400rPm Fujitsu $279 
1083mB ims 4090rPm NEC $255 
1620mB ims 4500rpm NEC $379 
2050mB 8.5ms 7200rPm Micropolis $779 
2147mB 9ms 5400rPm Seagate $759 
2147mB 8ms 7200rPm Seagate $869 
2176mB =9.5ms 7200RPm Fujitsu $669 
2216mB 8.5ms 5400rPm Quantum $692 
4294mB 9ms 5400rPm Seagate $989 
4294mB 8.9ms 7200rPm Micropolis $1045 
4294mB_ 8ms 7200rPm Seagate $1289 
4300mse 8.6ms 7200rPm Quantum $979 
4350mse 9.5ms 7200rPm Fujitsu $959 
9080ms ims 5400rPm Seagate $2179 
9091mB 12ms 5400rPm Micropolis $1999 

: | > (Save $10 with drive) 
ISA 16Bit Future Domain 1610 $89 
ISA 16Bit Adaptec 1522 $119 
ISA 16Bit Tekram DC300B $159 
ISA 16Bit Adaptec 1542 $249 
VESA 32Bit Adaptec 2842 $240 
PCI 32Bit Adaptec 2940 $249 


hitp://www.phoenix.net/~megahaus 
¢ Daily specials ¢ Current prices 
¢ Closeout items ¢ Specifications 
¢ More services on the way. 


CD ROM 
Recorder 


The most trusted name in CD recorders. Each kit 
includes everything you need including 2 free 
disks. PC kits includes controller. 
Complete PC Internal 

Complete External for PC or MAC 
We sell media at great prices. 


$1199 
$1399 


oe 7 Disk 
y BNakamichi S@ekereees 


CD ROM changers allow you to have up to 7 disks 
online at 1 time. No more disk swapping. Great for 
BBS, schools, networks, etc. Compatible with MAC 
or PC. 


MBR7 2X 380ms $259 
MBR4X 4x 340ms $429 
Toshiba 4X 190ms XM5302B $159 
Teac 6X 110ms CD56E $295 
Sanyo 4X 190ms SH254S $179 
NEC 4X 220ms CDR4X $259 
Pioneer 4.4X 110ms DRU124X $249 
Toshiba 4.4X 155ms XM3601 $309 
NEC 6X 150ms CDR6X $399 
Plextor 6X 145ms PX63CS $469 
Nakamichi 2x 7 Disk 380ms $259 
Nakamichi 4X 7 Disk 340ms $429 
Pioneer 4X 6 Disk 190ms $599 
Pioneer 4x 18 Disk 300ms $1899 
att 
eal = [as 
H@ARD DRIVES 


e Specializing in drives since 1987. 
e Same day shipping on most orders. 
e 30 Day return policy. 


(MasterCard 
| 7. 


2201 Pine Drive 
Dickinson, Texas 77539 
(713)534-3919 FAX (713)534-6580 


Prices & specifications subject to change without notice. 
Returns subject to restocking fee. 


re 


1. As a computer user, how would you describe 


yourself? As an Internet user? 
a. Novice a. Novice 

b. Intermediate b. Intermediate 

c. Advanced c. Advanced 


d. Total Power User d. Total Power User 
2.What type of computer are you using at: 


HOME OFFICE PLAN TO BUY 


Pentium PC L) 
486 PC LJ 
386 PC - 


Power Macintosh 
Other Macintosh WU 
Other J 


OOUOUUU 
OOeCvoU 


3. Which operating system are you using at: 


HOME OFFICE PLAN TO BUY 


Windows 95 Cj | L) 
Windows (Other) WU i. Lj 
OS/2 LJ} J) J 
DOS J = = 
Mac OS L) J J 
Unix LJ) J LJ 
Other L} L) LJ 


4. Do you use the Internet? 
__Athome __At work __ Both 


5. How long have you been using the Internet? 


___Less than 6 months __3-4 Years 
___Less than 12 months __5-9 Years 
___1-2 Years ___ 10+ Years 


6. Which browser are you using: 


HOME OFFICE PLAN TO BUY 


Netscape - = LJ 
Mosaic L) L) L} 
America Online L} CL) L) 
Prodigy = = = 
CompuServe/Spry U Lj L) 
Microsoft LJ L} L} 
Quarterdeck J LJ (J 
Pipeline QJ L) C) 
Other L} LJ LJ 


7. Check any of the following ways in which you 
affect how your company uses the Internet. 

___ Help construct and operate Web site 
___Contribute to content design on Web site 
___Make recommendations on purchases 
___Specify/select products for purchase 

___ Authorize purchases 

___No influence at all 


8. What speed is your connection: 


HOME OFFICE PLAN TO BUY 


2,400 baud Q a 
9,600 baud LJ CJ 
14.4k CJ J 
28.8k Q QO 
ISDN J 2 

LJ 

C) 


Direct Connection J 
Cellular Ld 


= OUUOCOUOO 


9. Which online service(s), i 
subscribe to? 


any, do you 


HOME © ae PLANTO 
_ America Online a 
Prodigy a 
CompuServe a 
eWorld J 
Microsoft Network a 
- a 
eo 
ee 
ag 


= GEnie 


survey 


Welcome to the issue 07 of the net. We sure have done a lot of growing and changing since our June pre- 
miere issue, and we know you have, too. So, we’d very much appreciate your filling out the following sur- 
vey (the quickest way to do so is to fill it out online at http://www.thenet-usa.com/survey.html). Your 
answers will be kept confidential, and you won’t be solicited or added to any mailing list. 


1-5 Hours 
6-10 Hours 
11-15 Hours 
16-20 Hours 
21-30 Hours 
More than 31 Hours WJ 


OOcou 
WOUOeU 


11. Approximately how much time have you 
spent downloading software from the Internet 
or an online service in the past month? 

___ None __LessThan1iHour _ 1-5Hrs 
__5410Hrs _ 15-20 Hrs ___ 20-30 Hrs 
___ More Then 30 Hrs 


12. Through what channel do you normally 

buy computer products? (You may check more 
than one.) 

___ Computer retailer (such as Comp USA, 
Software, Etc., Electronics Boutique, etc.) 
___Mass market retailer (such as K-Mart, 
WalMart, etc.) 

___ Direct from manufacturer 

___ Mail order 

___ Other 


13. Which of the following products are you 
considering for purchase within the next 12 
months? 

___ Multimedia computer system 
___Laptop/portable 

___ Monitor 

___CD-ROM drive 

___Modem 

___Memory upgrade 

___ Sound board 

___ External speakers 

___Hard drive/mass storage 

___Laser printer 

___Inkjet printer 

___Digital camera 

___ Video camera 

___VCR 

___Pager 

___ Cellular phone 

___ Video game system 


___ Automobile (<$22,000) ___ (>$22,000) 


HAVING FUN..... 


14. Do you play games on your computer? 
__Yes ___No 


15. If yes, what types of games are you most 


likely to buy? 
__Action/arcade __ Role playing 
__Strategy _ Simulation _ Other 


16. Do you have any of the following game 
systems in yourhome? _ 

OWN PLAN TO BUY 
3D0 Q 


Atari Jaguar 
NES 

Sega Genesis 
Sega Saturn 
Nintendo 

Super Nintendo 
sony PlayStation 


ooocoooe 


17. What type of music do you listen to? 


__Rock _ Alternative __Pop 
__ Classical __ Heavy me i 


You could win 


for completing 
this survey... 


1350 Old Bayshore Hwy. 
Suite 210 
Burlingame, CA 94010 


Phone: 415.696.1688 
Fax: 415.696.1678 


URL: http://www.thenet- 
usa.com/survey.html 


name: 


address: 


telephone: 
Rae a ESE gS a ie ees 


21. Which of the following liquors do you ever 
drink? Which do you drink more than 4 servings 
of a week? 


m™m 
< 
m™ 
es) 


4X/WEEK 


U 


Domestic beer 
Imported beer 
Gin 

Vodka 
Whiskey/bourbon 


cocococg 
OUOUOUU 


ABOUT YOU...... 


22. What is your age? 
Under 18 
18-24 


WW 
ao 
SW 
AS 


op 
on 
Oo 
BB 


23. What is your gender? 
ale 


Female 


24. Are there children under the age of 
18 living in your household? 


25. What do you do for a living? 


___General manager/CEO 


___Department manager 
___ Technician 


Professional staff 


___Sales/marketing 


___Administrative/support staff 


__ Self-employed 
= teac 7 instructor 


Avoid Hazards, 4 
Dead-end Roads, and ~- 
onstruction Sites. = 


_ The Totally Practical Internet Magazine 
ipa Sexes = é 


hare soles 


a 


Subscribe today 
and save over 50% off the cover price. 


fhe nef is your road-map 
through the information super- 
highway. We show you how to 
get on the right path, and how 
to travel smoothly. 


YES! | want to subscribe to tAe er 


UO) Send me 12 issues and 12 CD-ROM 
the discs for just $39.95 5UX91 
UO) Send me 12 issues without discs 


for just $24.95 5NIGO Subscribe to the disc edition of 


fhe nefand get 12 issues and 12 ~ 
CD-ROM discs for just $39.95. — 
These discs are packed with great 
software to help you get the most: 
mileage out of your time online. « 


address 


city state 


Or, subscribe today to receive 
only the magazine — 12 issues 
for just $24.95. 


For faster service, call us at 
800-706-9500. Outside the 4 
U.S. call 415-696-1661. Or, 


county phone 


[-] check enclosed [] Visa [L] MC [] AmEx [] bill me 


payment method 


account number expiration date 


signature 


Canada: $US 38.95/53.95 (disc version) includes GST. Foreign: $US 48.95/63.95 (disc version). Prepaid in US funds. 


Offer expires 12/31/95. Single copy price for 12 issues with discs is $83.40. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


Send to: fhe neZ, P.O. Box 56141, Boulder, CO 80322-6141 


e-mail your subscription to 
subscribe@thenet-usa.com. 


on, a, eyborsoldiey, 


AMERICAN ATHEIST 
Mab: 
-. pstmaste@atesony 

__ Type: = 


ARCANA 
Mail to: listserv@listserv, net | 
Type: Subscribe ae 

_ syour name> — 


AND INTELLECTUAL LIFE 
Malto. 
—___listserv@ucsbvm. ucsb. edu 
| Wpe subARILL 
your name> 


~ BAHAI-FAITH — 
_ @oneworld.wa. com 
Type: Subscribe © 


BUDDHIST ACADEMICS 
Malte 


Type: sub BUDDHA-L 
: <your name> 


"BIBLE sTupy List 
Mail to: ewe 
virginiaedu 
‘Type: subscribe bible 


CATHOLIC WOMEN 
Mail to: listserv@listserv.ne net 
Type: Subscribe SISTER- L 
<your name> — 


- : CHRISTIAN 

-. Mail to: Rac emee 
@grian.cps.altadena.ca. us 
ype Subscribe 


_ CHRISTIAN VISIONS 
_ Mail to: listserv@listserv.net 
ees <your name> 


COLLOQUIUM ON VIOLENCE 

AND RELIGION 

Mail to: ye alia cis. 
-ecu.edu 

_ Type: sub COVR <your name> 


_ EPISCOPAL LIST 
_ Mail to: : 
. LISTSERV@american. a 
| lye: ies ae 
| <your name> 
. _ FEMINISM & RELIGION 
-_ Mail to: listserv@listserv.net 
Type: Subscribe FEMREL-L 
_<your name> | 
_ Mail to: bahai-faith- quest =. : 
___EX- JEHOVA’S WITNESSES © 
___ Mail to: caesar@world. std.c com 
_ __ Type: Subscribe : 


- HINDUDIGEST = et” 
Mail to: listserv@vm1. nodak. a . 


‘MAIL LISTS 


ASSOCIATION FOR euoH : 


listserv@ulkyvm. touts edu . 


Type: sub HINDU- D 


_ your name> 


INDIAN AND BUDDHISM ; 
___ Mail to: listservojpntuvm 
___ Q.bitnet@listserv.net. 
Type: sub BUDDHIST 
 <your name> 


ISLAM HISTORY — 
Mail to: See rit net 
Type: Subscribe ISLAM-L. 

9) syourname> 


. ISLAMIC INFO & NEWS 
Mail to: listserv@listserv.net 

Type: Subscribe MUSLIMS : 
 <your name> 


ng 9 fo ings in which to believe or not believe. This month, there 


— eligio 
_ canner Yes, snippy. In the media arena, it is difficult to have ae without afending. 
: people, and i in be Felipioa 4 arena, iS even harder. So, imagine my wary typing for 


whether or not you will like sometiig All these sites are @ good for some reason or another. 

0 different people for different reasons. Tolerance is key. So, keep that in mind. And fis 
month, secret agent Wayne has added i in his two cents of high culture with Surrealism 
_ suf, just i in case eens: is more ss mista So, dey your crusade of choice and march 


JEWISH CAMPUS 
NETWORK IN MICHIGAN 
Mail to: listserv@listserv.net 


_ Type: Subscribe EMUNIM 


<your name> 


JEWISH COMMUNITY OF 


GEORGIA TECH 


— Mail to: listserv@listserv.net 


Type: Subscribe JEWISHGT — 
<your name> — 


JEWISH GENEALOGY 
_ Mailto: listserv 


@mail.eworld.com 


Type: sub JEWISHGEN 
_ <your name> 


_ JEWISH LAW. 


Mail to: listserv@israel. 
nysernet.org 
Type: Subscribe mail-jewish 


your name> 


JUDAISM AND DATABASES - 


Mail to: listserv@listserv.net. 
Type: Subscribe JU-DA 


- <your name> 


KLINGON BIBLE 
Mail to: schase 
(@minerva.cis.yale.edu 


Type: Help 
LESBIGAY CATHOLIC LIST _ 


Mail to: listserv@listserv.net 


_ Type: Subscribe DIGNITY 


<your name> — 


‘ORTHODOX 


Mail to: listserv 


-@iubvm.ucs.indiana.edu 
~ Type: SUB ORTHODOX 
-syour name> 


Wee Subscribe ORTHODOX 
_ syour name> 


. PAGAN LIST 

_ Mail to: mailserv - 

- @drycas. club.cc.cmu. edu 
Type: Subscribe _ 


PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIFE 

_ Mail to: listserv@listserv. eC 
Type: sub CHRISTIA 
- <your name> 


: RELIGION-ALL 


Mail to: mailbase : 
-@mailbase.ac.uk 


STUDY OF RELIGION 
Mail to: listserv@listserv. net 


your name> | _ 


- SOLITARY PAGAN 


_ Mail to: listserv@listserv.net 
Type: Subscribe coe -D 


_ Type: Subscribe TUDOR 


TORAH 
Mail to: or 


____ Type: sub I0R- So 
: _-syour name> _ 


_ WOMEN’S SPIRITUALITY 
Mail to: listserv@listserv. net 


_ Type: Subscribe WMSPRT-L 
 syour name> 


USENET a 


: Soe ee 


_ Yes, there is Jewish-specific 


~ ALT.RELIGION.ALL- soos 
_ Worlds from Heinlein’ S book. 


" ALTRELIGION.COMPUTERS . and rel 


_ Thave no oe See fer yourself. = ’ 


, Haein CHRISTIANITY. 


Mail to: listserv@listserv. net 


Type: JOIN Retin AL 
<your ee - 


Type: Subscribe SSREL-L a : | 
<your name> | 


SHAMANS IMPACT OF THE 
- ~ Bue Grrl 


INTERNET ON ——— 
Mailto: listserv 
@uafsysb. uark, edu 
Type: sub SHAMANS — 


PRACTITIONER DIGEST 


our name> . 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY DEPT, 


_ OF RELIGION DISCUSSION 


Mail to: listserv@listserv.net 


<your name> . ce 


iConcewvative Judai ; 


music. And yes, it's online. 


ALT. PERSONALS.JEWISH 
Looking for a mate who shares 
your spiritual beliefs? 


Grokking the Church of All. 


People who believe Cones Ss is - 
“real life. 2 Yikes... ; 


ALT. RELIGION.ECKANKAR 


MERLIN 


http://www.nets.com/merlin/ 


coy o consider (Latin: com 
siderii) means to be 
with the stars; in other 
words, to examine some- 
thing carefully with a 
frame of reference 
greater than that offered 
by terrestrial conscious- 
ness." This notion drives 
Merlin to explore the stars, and it's 
the inspiration for his phenomenal Web site. 
he site starts with a captivating front screen 

that's tasteful and inviting, then moves through the 
sources of Merlin's inspiration and passions. Merlin is 
a dreamer, liver, and lover of life whose hands are in 
philosophy, science, art, 
and music (there are 
links to further 
resources). The site 
rounds all these interests 
into a personal spirituali- 
ty that seems to be 
missing from many of 
the "organized" religion 
pages I've found this 
month. It's-a no-pressure 
look at what he believes 
in, and at who helps him believe these things. 
(There's a great page. at the end thanking people he 
cares about and those who have helped him.) 

Definitely read the Commentary section, where 
Merlin writes thoughts about the millennium. "As the 
turn of the century approaches, with its promise of 
regeneration and re-emergence," he says, "| am 
ever-hopeful that the malaise gripping our planet will 
loosen its hold." He's thought-provoking and genuine 
in his concerns. 

When asked why he created the 
Web site, Merlin replied: “| [wanted] 
to share about who | am and how | - 
got there — in other words, my 
journey along the transformational 
_path toward integration and whole- 
ness — so that others might gain 
inspiration and encouragement for 
their own journey." Mission accom- 
plished. 

While these views 5 may not be 
aligned with my own, or yours, he 
presents his ideas in 
an accessible way 
that makes this site 
positively enjoyable. 
It's a must for astrolo- 
gists of the world, and 


rest of us, too. 


82 the nel 


not a bad jaunt for the , 


Eastern Beliefs 


FREEDOM FROM 
RELIGION FOUNDATION 
Well, they don’t hate religion, 
they just think it should not 
interfere with our rights to 
liberty and choice. 
http://freethought.tamu.edu/ _ 
org/ffrt/ : 


_ ACCESS TO INSIGHT 


Looking fer a little online 
Buddhism to cultivate good and 


_ purify your mind? Go here. 


http://world.std.com/~metta/ 
index.html 


CYBERZEN 

ZEN SOURCEPAGE 

Various pointers to one path, the 
path of Zen. Many links here to 
many things good and cool. 


http://www.indy.net/~bdmoore/ 


cyberzen.html 


_ HARE KRISHNA 


Despite common misconceptions, 


_ Hare Krishnas are NOT some 


obscure, child-snatching cult. 
Visit the site to learn more. 
http://webcom.com/~ara/ 


_ HINDUISM TODAY 


__ An online companion to a 


monthly journal about Hinduism. 
Skads of info and resources. 
http://zeta.cs. aa oz.au/Spint/ 
Veda/HT/ 


HOKKE KAI INTERNATIONAL 
The Lotus Sutra and the religion 
of the world. 0.K., enough, I can 
handle religious choices, but 
religious domination? No way. 
http://www.envisionet.net/ 
bmaltz/nichiren.html 


ISLAM AND THE 


MIDDLE EAST 
Lots here, but the latest greatest 


Africa Internet Resource Guide. 
http://www.pol.umu.se/html/ 
ac/islam.htm 


JOURNAL OF 
BUDDHIST ETHICS 

Get your own copy (or almost) of 
spirit and magazine rolled into 
one nifty-q cyber package. 
http://www.psu.edu/jbe/jbe.html 


NEW YORK — 


DHARMA GROUP 

Beyond a doubt, the most taste- 
ful of all religion sites. A must- 
see — great content and design. 
http://www.fusebox.com/ 
NYDG/nydg.html 


NYINGMA CENTERS 


_ Info about the Nyingma centers 


for teaching Buddhism. 
http://www-leland.stanford.edu/ 


addition is the Middle East-North | 


~wgs/nyngctr. html 


PROCESS OF CREATION 
BIRTH OF THE VEDAS 

This page is about Brahma, 
“engineer of the universe.” It’s 
another Hare Krishna site. 
http://www. best.com/~rayk/ 
html/creation. htm! 


QUAN YIN METHOD 

A great site because it translates 
its content into English, Chinese, 
and Vietnamese. 
http: //futures. phys.cmu.edu/ 


SIKHISM RELIGION 


Super-informative, very big, well- 
designed, interesting site. 
http://www.io. org/~sandeep/ 


sikhism. htm 


TAOISM INFO PAGE 

Kind of sounds like the Yellow 
Pages, doesn’t it? It is kind of 
like the Yellow Pages, without 
auto repair or pizza numbers. 


_http://www.cnu.edu/~patrick/ 


taoism.html 


THE HINDU 
The online edition of India’s 
national newspaper, with current 


and archived information. 


http://www.webpage. cu 
hinduf 


THE ZENNIST 
MYSTICAL ZEN BUDDHISM | 
A traditionalist perspective on 


_ Zen. Great organization. 


http://www.teleport.com/ 
~zennist/zennist.html 


_ TIBET: A CELEBRATION 


OF SPRING 


This is an amazing Web site, with 


information about a live CU-See- _ eee 
the sight. Whatever! That's lame. 


Me broadcast of Gyuto monks 


participating in a ceremony in 


Southern Australia. 
http://www.va.com.au/monks/ 
intro. html 


TIBETAN BUDDHIST 
ENLIGHTENMENT 
Buddhists and wannabes, go here 


NOW. Definitely a gold star for 


organization and content on all 


__ things relating to Buddhism. 


http://www.voicenet.com/ 
voicenet/homepages/kunga/ 


index.html 


VIPASSANA MEDITATION 
Courses in the art of living and 
other meditations. Kinda small. 
http://rampages. onramp. 
~vip/ 


VISHVAS 
Blinding background and hard- 


to-read text; it’s a challenge. 


http://www. public.iastate.edu/ 


~sandych/vishvas.html 


Western Beliefs : 


_ ASHBURN BAPTIST 


They must have some good 
HTML people in their congrega- 
tion, cuz this is a slick site. 


__ http://www.mcs.net/ 


~christpg/ashburn.html 


CATHOLIC ONLINE 

This is an information page for 
the online service, “Catholic 
Online.” Lots of pretty pictures. 


__ http://www.catholic.org/ 


catholic/index.html 


CELTIC ORTHODOXY 

It's interesting, especially the 
logo. I feel out of the loop and 
don't know if it’s real or satire. 
http://www.awod.com/gallery/ 
rwav/robertg/relig. html 


CHABAD LUBAVITCH 

IN CYBERSPACE 

This is a neat site, with a chil- 
dren's corner and resources. 
http://www.chabad.org/ 


CHRIST CHURCH UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 


_Anice site, with nice back- 


grounds, nice information, and 
an all-around nice feel. 
http://www.inch.com/~dipper/ 


-methodist.html — 


_ CHRISTIAN 


REFORMED CHURCH 


I got to be one of the first 100 


visitors to this site. (Its new.) 
Not a bad jaunt. — 
http://www.grfn. org/tetigion/ 
cre/crc.html | 


CHRISTIANITY 

You have to agree to'tell some-. 
one you know.that Jesus loves 
him/her before you can enter 


http://www.spd.louisville.edu/ — 
~mO0zaud01/holy/chnst.html 


CHRISTIANS IN RECOVERY | 
Working on a 12-step program - 
and looking for other Christian 
support? This is your Web site. 
http: //www.shadow. net/~obie/ 
cir.html 


~ COLUMBIA JEWISH INFO 


Jewish at Columbia University? 
Someone's looking out for you, 
kid. Check it out. 

http: //www.columbia. ne 


a 


COMPUTERS FOR CHRIST 
AMAZING database of online 
churches. There are almost 1,000 - 
churches hyperlinked, organized - 
by location and denomination. 


_ Definite value here. 


http://www.cforc.com/, 


DIVINE MERCY | 
Catholic revelations a la Web. 


| ~hagedorn/ 


et 
JEWISH & ISRAEL 


- < ocqupeion naar 7 


_ Kooky Kontemporary Kristian 


_ Kulture. Snake Oil is full of gos- 


sip and goodies about Christian - 


. evangelists. (See The Net 02. 
___ http://fender.onramp.net/ — 
_ Seat tole obra html 


SPIRITUAL ART 


_ Amazing. The link dstabese here | 
___ far outweighs Yahoo! as faras 


_ Christian resources go. 


ion, http://www.mindspring. com/ 


~tentmakt/spirart html 


ST JAMES © 


aes 
i: LUTHERAN CHURCH | 


_ One of many church sites. 


Though it’s small, it’s got some 7 
iomieeation 
__and save the lo: 


__ hice things, like schedules. — 
http://www. eure 


_ RELATED RESOURCES ~ 


: style, about Faccove, FUN! _ 
___ http://www.ucalgary.ca/ 


Piao eliaees ta dee hem) 


— upe.hbtml 


| WELCOME TC TO FISH 
TV NETWORKS INC 
Thad no idea that Christa 
music had such a subcult 


fishtv/ 


WELCOME TO THE 

_ JESUS ARMY PAGES 

Tacky name and tacky des 
__ but if you wanna hook up 


fev), check it out, 


: - rwolreach/ 


Monster mega list of all tihng o | -_ 
Jewish. It's huge, but. sa a . Eve 


to. o Read and seule 


n't eh to know about the htt p:/ 


- Baptist church is here. 


/ - fon ee 


http://www.utm. saltties : 


ara aad online resources. 


: http://www.amherst. see 


Pretty graphics, | 


| o about, and all-a 


. CHURCH OF EGYPT - 
oA big name for a big. site. Lots oo 


Le oe nmi 


art, architecture, language, and Ju -in case you ne 


- historical discourse. Tres cool, 
—_ http://cs-www.bu. aU 
_ pacman tia html 


Yet another beautiful Orthodox 
__ Site, This one focuses on the arts 
 . literature, fine art, and m music. 
_ iss sheers we . 


. UNCLE ELI'S HAGGADAH 


_ / : A agen poem, Doctor Seuss 


positive reinforcen 
_ stars, peruse this li 


i ://www.primen 


A well-thought- 
pte and Ml 


Breed likes to pe dive (and he 
__ tikes bright text, ouch) and 
got lots of info and pictu 
http: eee owt. Ecomnls 1S / 

_ uedee - _ 


rota links, news, and _ 
discussion. 


INTERLEAF INC 
Get into Webtop publishing and 
Interleaf. It's the usual — prod- 
__ucts, news, and tech support. 
http://www.ileaf.com/ 


LORD AECK & 

SARGENT ARCHITECTURE 

An architecture firm in Atlanta — 
with some impressive work and 
an interesting Web site. 

http: peer ideanet. com/ 
~las/ 


MATRIX DIMENSIONAL 3 
DIMENSIONAL ANIMATION | 
3D companies almost always 
have great Web sites; this one 
certainly does. Tres cool. 
http://www.csn.net/matrix/ 


MOONDOG’S HOME PAGE 
They. have “Killer Game Buys,” 
contests to win stuff, and news 
items about CD-ROM titles. 
http://www.moondog- 
‘multimedia.com/ 

NAVISOFT 

Bringing multimedia tools to the 
Web. Developers and HTML page 
_ creators should take a peek. 
http://www.navisoft.com/ 
index.htm 


POWER COMPUTING 
CORPORATION 

These are the super kats who 
make Apple clones. They and 
their products are cool. _ 
http://www.powercc.com/ 


RIGHT ANGLE DESIGN 


These kats design Web pages for - 


architecture and design firms. 
They do a great job, too. Visit. 
http://www.rightangle.com/ 
SOFTIMAGE | 
If you wanna see some spectac- 
ular 3D rendering products... 
http://www.oz.is/Softimage/ 
SONIC ARCHITECTURE 
GREAT Web site. Sonic architec- 
ture helps develop installments 


for science centers and children’s. 


museums. Way hip. © , 
http://www.users.interport.net/ 
~sonarc/maintext.html 


THE PEACHWEB 
PLANTATION 
They develop chat stuff for the 
Internet. Great design and info 
for Internet business types. 

as //plant.peachweb.com/ 


VIRTUAL MEDIA'S 
VIRTUAL HOME 

It's small, but they have their 
hands in the RAVE pie. 
http://www.iaw.on.ca/ 
~virtualm/vm.html - 


WELCOME TO DIGITAL KIDS 
This is a great site for the kid- 


toys. (It sells software for kids). 


http://www.digikids.com/ 


WELCOME TO FILM.COM 


Got a movie you want more info — 


on? Wanna know what's coming 
out soon? This site’s got it all. 
http://www.film.com/ 


WELCOME TO FOURGEN 
Corporate database 
solutions...kind of boring, unless 


you are a corporation looking for 


database solutions. Heh heh! 


_http://www.fourgen.com/ 


- WELCOME TO ISN 


Yikes, that’s a LONG URL and ~ 
who wants to type that to go 
shopping?!! But if you are 
inspired, give it a whirl. 
http://www6. internet. net/cgi- 
bin/getNode?node=1&source=DY 


HO&session=1194097 


Homepages 


VERSION 1.6. 


This is kind of fun and I really 
don’t know why. Take a peek. 
http://www.xtc.net/~nil/ 


index.htm 


BARNEY'S HOMEPAGE 


No, no dumb purple dinosaurs 


here. Just a dog and what it 


thinks about life. 
http://www.espan. com/barney/ 
_barney.html 


BEARD RESEARCH 

Egads, this poor guy shaved half 
his face fer some sort of skiing — 
experiment. We think he should 
have shaved half his body! That 
would be fun, huh? 
http://mudhead.uottawa.ca/ 
~pete/beard. html 


CHILIDOG'S | 

CONDIMENT CASTLE ; 
Eat a chili dog with mustard, 
accompanied by Hurricane Felix. 
http://www.geopages.com/ 
SiliconValley/1200/#orderdog 


CLICKABLE ANTHONY 

This is fun. Click on Anthony and 
see what fortunes come your 
way. You must click NOW. 
http://www-groups.dcs.st- 
and.ac.uk/~meo/Anthony/ 
anthony. html 


DAVE'S ROCKIN JAVAHUT 
A homepage addicted to caf- 
feine, with neat-o coffee bean 
backgrounds. Wooo wooo. 
http://cc.usu.edu/~sl7m7/ 
javamain/javahut.html 


DIRT CENTRAL 
A super-cool mountain bike page 
with a diary sort of feel, cool 


dies. Let ‘em check out potential — 


bikers that is super-different 


_ Firearms and Liberty site. They 


_ dumbest things end up being fying and appreci- 
the best part of my day. ated that the Web 
http://www. panix.com/~ewl/ can provide a 
siete dae forum for learning 
HOMEPAGE OF URANUS and exchanging 


_ pictures and stuff. it — and | think it ae 
http://www.seanet.com/Users/ should definitely get F \y 

oe some attention. So go ~isest 
INTERNATIONAL JUNK MAIL _ see for yourself. fe /, cae 
CLEARINGHOUSE ; 


Kwanzaa 
-http://www.melanet.com/ 
melanet/kwanzaa/kwanzaa.html 


; n all the fuss over Christmas and Hanukkah, it's 
very easy in the U.S. to lose site of other cultures 
and traditions during the winter season. 
Melanet.com (The UnCut Black Experience) is taking 


pictures, and cool links. RAD. 
http://www.knowsys-sw.com/ 
Dave/mtb/ 


DIRT RAG 
Way COOL. I mean WAY 
COOOOOL. A zine for motintain. 


from the norm. A must. 


http://cyclery.com/dirt_ rag/ 
index.html 


- leaps to create awareness outside our safe, all-too- 
DR WERNER WILHELM white Internet. It wants you to know about Kwanzaa ~ 
WEBOWITZ WEB (an African American holiday). Kwanzaa, often mis- 
QUACK PSYCHIATWIST taken as a reli- 


Need a little therapy? A definite 
MUST-see..... Get your problems 
out and about with Dr. Wilhelm. . 


gious event, is 
actually "a 


http://www. parnasse.com/ Spiritual, fes- 
ree sront tive, and joyous 

celebration of 
DRUDGE REPORT 


the oneness 
and goodness . 
of life, which 

Claims no ties 


The Drudge Report is way cool, 
updated constantly; it should be 
on your hotlist. : 
http://www. lainet.com/ 
~drudge/ 


FATASS.COM 

Nifty-q, I think. I don’t really 
understand it, but it made me 
laugh, so, give it a try. 
http://www-fatass.com/ 


_ with any religion," 
according to the. 
Kwanzaa Web site. 

- Unlike 

Christmas, which 
has a long, long 

_ history, Kwanzaa is a newer holiday. It was created 
and formulated in the mid-1960s by Dr. Maulana 
Ron Karenga, and grew out of a theory called 
Kawaida ("seeking social change in Black America"). 
Since that time, Kwanzaa has become a beautiful 

. and influential holiday. The Web site is ready to tell 
you all about it, by offering songs, symbols, mis- 

 — sions, principals, recipes for festival meals, and a list 

of the holiday's goals. 

While it isn't a particularly huge site an won't 
dazzle you with high-rez images and "multimedia" 
foo. foo, its purpose is to educate and be a source of 
information, and it does this ae ney. It's satis- 


FIELD HOCKEY 

Kathy likes field hockey and we 
like Kathy. So learn about field 
hockey and make her happy. 
http://www.ug.cs.su.oz.au/ 
~9322228/hockey/hoc.html 


FIREARMS AND LIBERTY 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
In The Net 05, we reviewed the 


have moved. The new URL is... 
http://www.shadeslanding.com/ 
firearms. htm 


HOME PAGE 
PREGNANCY TEST 


Yeah. Sometimes the simplest, 


ideas and culture. 
(| learned a lot 
from it.) This is a great 
site, not only for those 
who celebrate Kwanzaa, 
but also for those who 
don't know much about 


It's not what you think it is, or 
is it? Pervert! I guess you'll just 
have to take a peek yourself. 
http://www.nullware.com/nw/ 
uranus.Atm = ts — ts Sté«SS, MOT ONY TOF thOSe = s|— eg 
IABOARDER ee 

The InterActive boarder site, by 
and for borders. Lots of neat-o _ 


Got some time to kill and want 
to read what other people write 
about things that probably don’t 


YOUR KWANZAA INFORMATION CENTER 


fhe nef 85. 


Fish TV 


relate to you? This is yer site. 


http://www.databank.com/ a 
~fishtv/top10.html ae = | 
= INTERNET IN A BABY 


Click on the baby and see what 
happens. I like interactive stuff. 


| 'm a little baffled. Sitting in my 
http://www.wideweb.com/baby/ 


atheistic world of no religion 
(these are my OPOnS | 


was com- , MARK PESCE 
pletely : OUTSIDE THE LIGHT-CONE 
" If you're feeling like you need a 

seca 4 = jolt of intellectual stimulation 
a thriving and cool pictures, look here. 
Christian Philosophical cyber stuff! 
music scene. | me 3 7 http://www. hyperreal. com/ 

me oo = ~mpesce/ 
mean, | had no ARs 


idea. Fish TV is a great 
Web site, with skads of 


Tired of “cool” sites of the day 
and “worst” sites of the day? Try 


photographs ane Ong: a mediocre site of the day. 
nal content. It's new and _ http://pantheon.cis.yale.edu/ 
it's headed toward big. ~jharris/mediocre.html 


It starts with a mini intro- 
duction to what Fish TV is (mostly 
alternative Christian videos), and — 
who hosts it (Julie Naro). Then 
there's the monthly Top Ten, with pictures and an 
opportunity to vote for your favorite. There's also a 
section for Fish Radio, a new Christian talk radio pro- 
gram that hit the air in September. It "centers on the — 
issues that face today's youth," according to Troy 
Covey, part owner of the network. | would, however, 
like to see more band information. In fact, currently, 
there is no band information, so it's definitely a site 
for those in the know. Oh yeah. Make sure to check 
out the Video Clip of the month, too. Not bad, kidz! 

Finally, they've got industry news and informa- 
tion about what's coming next on the Web site and at 
Fish TV and Radio. While | find myself a skeptic, | also 
think that, judging from the merits of Christian Punk 
Rock, you never know until you try it. So, maybe I'll 

go.out and get a copy of the 
latest Johnny Q Public record, 
and give it a whirl. In the. 
meantime, anyone interested 
in Christian music should take 
a peek. | think this site is 


ish grow fast. RUDE THINGS 

OF) GRE UPAR ion enema cm oaaaerns IN MY FRIDGE 

3 Boe Chan eelnes Auge. Obl Om It's true. Once I wanted to make 
a movie about scary refrigerator 

__ things. Yes, the whole movie. | 

This is a good place to start. 

http://www.wbm.ca/users/ 


kgreggai/html/fridge. html 


MOUNTAIN BIKING 
@STANFORD 

If you are in Northern/Central 
California and like to ride super- 
fine trails, make sure you visit. — 
http://xenon.stanford.edu/~rst/ 
_ mtn-bike.html : 


MY NEWCD — 

This is a fabulous homepage. It’s 
easy. It’s fun. And there are cool 
comic book images at the bot- 
tom (including the Tick!) _ 
http://www.aloha. ea 
new_cd.html 


PIRATE SQUID CLUB 

What? Huh? Yes, another silly 

(this is not a slam) mean-noth- 

ing, do-nothing page that’s fun 

to go to. : 

http://emf.net:80/~quam/ 
psghome.html 


REALLY BIG FOOD 
Wondered about what a giant 
plate of pancakes looks like in 
_front of the Kremlin? Me neither, 
but it’s cool nonetheless. 


http://www.efn.org/~kpw/rbf/ 


SINGULAR THEIR IN JANE 
AUSTEN AND ELSEWHERE — 
_ ANTI-PEDANTRY PAGE 


because she has a Jane Austin — 
grammar error page. 
http://uts.cc.utexas.edu/ 
~churchh/austheir. html 


the: ] : 
Seer ¥, Be Svea tors tect | 


jan RE beck” 


SNORT SNORT 
This page does absolutely noth- 
ing, but you owe it to yourself 


- MEDIOCRE SITE OF THE DAY 


Some wierdo thinks she’s funny 


to visit. I mean it. GO! 
http://www.redstar. com/~chris/ 


— snort.html 


_ SOME 0 MY STUFF 


A hodge-podge of dumb, yet sus- 
piciously adorable, junk, like Pez 


Dispensers, someone has collect- 


ed. COOOOL! 


_ http://users.aol. com/kwantem/ 
stuff.htm 


THANKS AOL 

Funniest site of the month award 
goes to... VISIT NOW OR YOU 
ARE A TOTAL LOSER! © 
http://www.qtime. eee 
aol. html 


THE DE ARMAS 


VONDERHEID 


INTERNET BANKING 
AND FINANCIAL INDEX 


It’s kind of corporate and inde- 


pendent, but either way, it’s 
useful for online banking info. 
http://pages.prodigy.com/MI/ 
ddsi/ddsi.html 


THE FENDER 

AND RATCHET SHOW 

I’m not really. sure what this is... 
but it’s big, with lots to do and 
some weird stuff, too. 
http://tdome.montana. com/ 


tdome/ 


THE GOAT SHRINE 

Yes, this is a shrine to all things 
baaah baaah relating to, of, for, 
by, about, or because of goats. 
http://www.umich uy 


goats. html 


If you wanna see a homepage 
filled with GOOD content, arti- 
cles about technology, pop cul-: 
ture, and the ilk, go here. 


http://www.nets.com/ic3w.html 


THE SITE THAT CHANGES 


ITS NAME EVERY DAY 
Get ready fer some sarcasm, a la 


WIT! Tres funny. Nice photos. 


http://www.callamer. ae 


or 


THE TOILET PAGE 
This is serious research from a 
guy who has far too much toilet 


_ experience. Hee hee. 


http://minyos.xx.rmit.edu.au/ 
~59507658/toilet/ 


TONY W ROBINSON'S EVER- 
CHANGING VIRTUAL WORLD 


If yer gonna have JUST links, — 
this is the way to do it. 
http://www.interaccess.com/ 


-users/tonywr/nowhere.htm 


USELESS 24156 
It's useless and it's ugly, but it's 


__kind of funny if you can read it, 


and heck, it’s a homepage, it can 
be whatever it wants to be. 
http://www.geopages.com/ - 
Hollywood/1693/ 
VIRTUAL KISSING BOOTH 
Feeling a bit lonely? Try a virtual 


_ kiss. It’s fun! You can even be in 


the kissing booth. Smooch!! 


_ http://cvp.onramp.net/smooch/ 


Net Staff Picks | 
SCOTT’S PORTFOLIO 
Super-phat, 3D type and innu- 
merable layers of postmodern 
fun from one of those Cal Arts/ - 


Cranbrook emigre hipsters. Very 
very cool indeed. - 


_ http://www.grin.org/~makela/ 


Neville Brody, designer and 
founder of Fuse, an experimental 
multimedia typographic journal, 
believes that typographic lan- 
guage “should be freer in its 
form. It should move with soci- 
ety. It should reflect society's 
problems." Simply wonderful. 
http://www.worldserver. pipex. 


—_com/fuse94/ 


FONT ARCHIVE 
I love type more than my pets. 


_ And if you do, too, there's more 


than you can possibly scan in 
one sitting. And it’s all fer free. 
http://jasper.ora.com/ 
comp.fonts/Internet-Font 
Archive/index.html 


| Mark, Ed-In-Chief 


KPIG RADIO 

This is Mark’s favorite online _ 
radio station. It hails from Santa 
Cruz, CA. Test it out! 
-http://www.kpig.com/ 


_THE WWW SPEED TRAP 


REGISTRY 
Wanna know where all the speed ~ 
traps in the country are before 
you plan your road trip? Or just 
want to know where on your | 
drive home to be more careful: ? 
http://www.nashville.net/ 
speedtrap/ 


THE ART CRIMES GALLERY 


Visit the Mecca of all things 
amazing and grafitti. See The 
Net 03, pages 88-91, for an 
interview with the site’s founder. 
http://www.gatech.edu/ 
desoto/graf/ 
Index.Art_Crimes. html 


TV THEMES HOMEPAGE 
Just in case you have a craving 
to listen to the “Mr. Ed” theme 


http: / www. tvtrecords.com/ 
tvbytes/ 


REMEMBERING NAGASAKI — 
A beautiful tribute to the vic- _ 
tims and survivors. It’s moving. 
http://www.exploratorium.edu/ 
nagasaki/ 


THE MOXIE © 

COLLECTORS PAGE | 

History and legends of this 
memorable ‘nerve food." Super- 
great graphical images. 
http://www.xensei. ee 
iraseski/O 


THE TATTOO FAQ FIP SITE 
Everything — I mean everything 
— you ever wanted to know 
about tattoos. Part 2 is a must- 
read for new victims. Ouch. 
ftp://rtfm.mit.edu/pub/usenet/ 
news.answers/bodyart/ 
tattoo-faq/ 


LYNDA'S 

HOMEGURRRL PAGE 
Everything you've ever wanted 
to know about Web design, and 
then some. Cool links, too. :) 
http://www.earthlink.net/ 
~lyndaw/ 


Wayne, Associate Ed. 


_ http://www.thenet-usa.com 


_ TABLES OF CONTENTS 
FORISSUESOF yw 
POSTMODERN CULTURE 


Anything of the postmodern sig- © 


nifier is here. Oooh la la. 
http://jefferson. village. vicina. 
edu/pmc/ 


_ AVISIONARY CREATION 

OF THE IMAGINATION 

_ Stunning graphics and skads of 
pages to peruse. Fantastic. __ 
http://wwwis.cs.utwente.nl: _ 
8080/speelman/ : 


THE CHURCH . 

OF THE SUBGENIUS © 

Cult classic religious, non-reli- . 
gion. Check it out. 
http://mt.www.media.mit. edu/ 
people/mt/subg/subg.html 


MELROSE PLACE UPDATE 
Will Kimberly strike again? Will 
Dan Fielding go to jail? wit 
Alison see again? Oh me, 

oh my! 

http://www.best.com: ef 
~phrank/ 


THE RANMA 1/2 
EXPANDED HOME PAGE 
Japanese comic book, a la 
anime. Very berry cool. 
http://www.coe.uncc.edu/ 
~tecardwe/ranma.htmL 


WASTING TIME 
 ONTHE WWW 
_ It's just what it says it is. 


Crystal, Reviews Ed. 


amazing content and super lay- 
- out. I think it’s my fave! 


tures. Servers a bit slow, tho. 


Dada typographics, situationism, 


___ An article in the Journal of 


__ An “unofficial” Burroughs site. 


_ http://www.peg.apc.org/ 
‘~firehorse/wsb/wsb.html : 


HOMEPAGE OF THE BRAVE- 


-has used him in her work, and 


 Asite about the Beats, with a 


MORCHELLA THING-DING 


POINT - COUNTER POINT 
BLUE GRRRL VS. WAYNE 
FRIENDS. FRIENDS. FRIENDS. 


ee 


http://screech.alfred.edu/ | 


ee POINT 

http://www. dumbtv. com/ 
| | alterna-pop 

VOYAGER COMPANY 


t the risk of receiving hate mail, | am about to embark 
on the unspeakable path of “Friends” bashing. Rated 
as one of the most popular shows on TV, “Friends” is a 
_ despicable waste of bandwidth on NBC and the 
Internet, | believe. Yahoo! alone has over TEN entries 
from people who watch way too much TV and are way 
too invested in “Friends.” | found the “Friends” top 10 
“what if” lists, the “Friends” drinking game, bios of all 
‘their pathetic acting careers, and | am just sick sick . 
sick of the Central Perk, the cheesy sexist innuendoes, 
_and the layered hair cuts. BUT, if after this not-so-senseless 
rant, you still feel the need to roam about the Internet 
searching for Trivia on your favorite “Friends” Pop Icon 
(when’s the cereal comin’ out), check out the following sites 
(which are all very very good, despite the fact that | hate 
“Friends”): 


These kidz have it right on, with 


http://www.voyegerco.com 
FOXY 

Girl zine a la sassy! Poot cloth- 
ing, cool columns, and fun pic- - 


http://www. tumyeto. com/tydu/ 
Foxy/Foxy. html 


SPUD & NOTHINGNESS.ORG 
This guy has everything I love: 


poetry, and cool graphics. YUM. 
http://www. nothingness. org/ 


spud/ - 


THE LIST ; 
Live online is the Bay area list 
of all cool shows for weeks to 
come. Punk rock lives! 
http://hulk.sfsu.edu/ 

%o7 Ejtmack/theList.txt 


THE NEST 
I'd be crazy if i didn’t pick our 
site as one of the best online! 


Wayne’s Surreais : 
William Burroughs _ 


BRINGTHE 
NOISE! BURROUGHS 


Postmodern Culture examines 
Burroughs’ forays into pop 
music. 
http://jefferson. village. virginia. 
edu/pmc/issue.195/ : 
review-1.195.html 


Lots of writings and guns... 


COUNTERPOINT 
http://www. friends-not-so- 
stuipid.com/kinda/funny 


’m sorry, Blue, but | have to disagree. The criticisms you’ve leveled at “Friends” can 
be applied to the whole range of sitcoms, the whole world of broadcast TV. 

Why single out one show? 

| admit we’re not dealing with Shakespeare, but among sitcoms, “Friends” is pretty 
good. Sure, it took me a while to be able to tell Joey and Chandler (not to mention 

Rachel and Monica) apart, but | got it after three or four episodes. 

The humor is fast-paced and fairly incisive, and the writers seem like they’re will- 
ing to make fun of their own show (i.e., when 
Phoebe’s psychiatrist boyfriend defined the 
“Friends” as a dysfunctional group). If people 

_ are putting up Internet sites about the show, 

doesn’t that mean the show is not promoting 

passivity, but is encouraging 
activity and creativity? — 


LAURIE ANDERSON — 
There's a small section here on 
Burroughs, because Anderson 


it's on a government server! 
http://www.c3.lanl.gov:8080/ 
cgi/jimmyd/quoter?home — 


LITERARY KICKS 


section on Burroughs. The 
Beats were cool, but I don’t 
think Burroughs was really one. 
http: //www.charm.net/ 
~brooklyn/LitKicks.html 


There is just a little William 
Burroughs here, and plenty of 


the net- 87 


Heca: PReeee-s weet 


| pica of Sonics Guess 
____ the connection! © 
oc rece ftp. mee 


_ This site is a bibliography 
_ encing books on censorship, 
including a few on the hearings 
~ about Burroughs’ Naked Lunch. 
ftp: //wwu.lib.si Siu. oe oc 
_ we a _ 


A small selactiol of B rough 


text. Reading him is more impo 


__ tant than reading about 


as DOOM PATR ) 


aA A “theoretical fiction, 


chapter on Burroug 
a professor at the noe 


Wisconsin. Heavy. 


-http://dhalgren. eS 
_ washington. rae 


| . doom. html 


THE ELECTRONIC 


_ Bis 1970 sticle by Burrou 
7 offers some apts into cyber 


burroughs. 70. bt 


: - THE WILLIAM S s 
BURROUGHS FILES 
The jumbo collection of © 
__ Burroughs" original and sec- _ 


ondary information is here 


- cyberspace version 


_ you were curious. 
-http://www.st-louis.mo. 


on - 


a sont tml 


WILLIAM S BURROUGHS 


Cool background, online works — 


| by Burroughs, and comprehen- 
~ Sive bibliography. — 


http: ://www, . -wisc. edu/~ ams Don't 


wsb. html - 


_ Eainke has dabbled in 


from time to time. Here's a ___ ~clbro\ 
__ plete listing of some of the mo a : 


jects he’s done. 
——http://Amww.cm.cfac.uk/M/ 
- person-exact?+Burroughs, 


Sane 


"WILLIAM $ BURROUGHS _ 


Discover hard-to-find videos of 
interviews, and buy his works at 

____ this site. There’s nothing like — 
_ hearing the man read his work, / 


_ http: Uncse stots ee 


f genet nih. nati ai cs 
—art.html _ 


¢ ks art wists and, as 
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FREUD ON SEUSS 
o _ Old fish. New fish. Anothe of 
___ the Seuss-inspired original writ- 
ings on the Internet. This one 
applies Freudian interpretation 


oa ons ti forl eae, ” to The Cat in the Hat. Oh gads. 
: sing a Dali Hee for cover at. __ http://coos. dartmouth. ae 
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_ _. which is, I must say, cool. —_— ton. No pictures, though. 
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Call us at 
1-800-706-9500 or 
NGSUBS@aol.com. 
Have your credit card 
information available. 
Only $29.00 for 12 
issues delivered right to 
your door each month. 


Subscribe 
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and save 


over 50% 
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Where we walk you through a beautiful, 
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atterns entrance me. I see 

them throughout the day. 
Generally, | try to fit the things | 
see into an association, a pattern. 
Patterns make it easier for me to 
learn about or quickly assess a 
new situation. | enjoy experiences 
that don’t fit into one of my 
preexisting categories; it means 
I’ve found a new pattern. 

Sometimes | get tired of 
thinking so hard. | just want to 
turn my brain off by overloading. - 
my senses with input so that | 
can’t see the patterns. The 
patterns still exist, of course, but 
the data is flowing too quickly to 
process into individual intelligible 
packets. This is why | like 
techno/trance/house music and 
the bright shiny slide shows that 
usually accompany it. Sensory 
overload makes my brain shut 


pintures i in the 
/ Galleries section of © 


HEE’ 


Ce 


down and lets my mind wander i Shas ‘about 
where it will. : ‘SIX or seven. 
| followed a link one day from a /images that 
the local rave site (http://www. |! Tink to 
hyperreal.com) and found larger 
MkzdK. | can usually figure out |. ||. JPEGs. Each 
what a site willbe aboutandwhy ‘ _ of the large 
it exists with a few glances (all JPEGs links 
those patterns of previous sites). to’ the next 
MkzdK (http://www.mkzdk.org) image in 
made me stop, squint, and 1 the gallery, 
wonder what the symbols meant. | |, © \for'easy 


Overload: | decided to turn my / Mavigation. 


brain off and clicked on one of the 
symbols. [http://www.mkzdk. 
org links you to either NYC 
(http://www.ingress.com/ 
~mkzdk) or the Australian mirror 
(http://www.om.com.au/ 
mkzdk)]. 

— Kathy Tafel 


| that’s what a ‘wanted to hace so i asked 
q Stephan Miller, the consciousness behind the site. Ne 
devotes about 40 to 60 hours per week to maintaining it. 
This includes catching up on reading, answering e-mail, 
writing pieces for the Lounge, making art for the Gallery, 
and writing the code to publish on the Web. 
Explaining what his site’s name meant, he told me: 
“ts from Meichizadek, a figure of renown in pre-writing 
days, a faint echo [of whom is] still in the Old Testament. 
Nothing is ‘known’ about him (her).” 
: y! * a ae cr rea s a 4 What was his impetus for starting MkzdK? “The 
iol Snippets OUms \a Ge  §=opportunity to publish my own work immediately to a 
ei i : | "~\ tl fae See awen worldwide potential audience, in the fastest-growing 
re Ey: Le | POA Bee medium ever, with complete creative control over every 
aspect of content, design, presentation, even navigation; 
Sane and this on a fairly low budget! How could i resist? i 
nt ose could bypass the systems of agents, publishers, 
 Broug ‘i, distributors, who might not be as confident as i was that 
a, there would be an audience for this type of thing 
| worldwide. 
“i also realized that this was the beginning of the 
= manifestation of an old dream of mine: to be able to live 
in the wild nature, and fo be involved in the discourse of 
our time over the computer. i could imagine, say, living 
in a Boab tree in the wilderness, and logging into the net 
via satellite at twilight. 

“i found myself putting up the things that i felt were 
most important to present in this new mindstream — the 
articles related to Gaia, for example — and i found 
myself thinking a lot about what kind of mindstream this 
Web is, how it works, how people work it, and how it 
lends itself to the rapid sharing of ideas and vision.” 
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Be part of the grand experiment. 
E-bar starts in January. 
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Funny Stuff From Funny Folks on the Internet 


} veryone’s a comedian. just how wacky some of these Be advised. This is a humor page, 
| Everyone except us, of folks are, and the kinds of funny —so chances are good there’s nothing prac- | 
&, course. Actually, one of stuff they create, we re creating tical here. In fact, it’s a pretty safe bet that most 
the best things about being this new feature — Off the Wire —_—_— of what you'll find here has no basis in fact. 
online is that you get exposed to —which will contain whatwe _ If you've got any humorous offerings, send them to 
the seemingly endless supply of think is some of the funniest talktous@thenet-usa.com with the subject “humor.” 
incredibly funny folks out there. stuff floating out there on the We'll check it out. Also, go to our Web site and visit the 
In order to give you a flavor of Internet. humor archive we’re putting up there. Enjoy. W 


About 1966 or so, a NASA team doing work for the Apollo moon 
mission took the astronauts near Tuba City, where the terrain of the Navajo 
Reservation looks very much like the Lunar surface. With all the trucks and large 
vehicles were two large figures dressed in full Lunar spacesuits. 
Nearby, a Navajo sheep herder and his son were watching the strange 
: ae og creatures walk about, occasionally being tended by personnel. The two Navajo 
stay hla ag n'a TEERDROG CHER, people were noticed and approached by the NASA personnel. Since the man did 
Avoid computer trade shows [aaa not know English, his son asked on his behalf what the strange creatures were. The 
% Sr, NASA people told them that they are just men who are getting ready to go to the 


ike the pl t if m 
ttl Bev ai ci Hit si moon. The man became very excited and asked if he could send a message to the moon with 


The NASA personnel thought this was a great idea, so they rustled up a tape recorder. 
After the man gave them his message, they asked his son to translate. His son would not. 
Later, they tried asking a few more people on the reservation to translate and every person they 
asked chuckled and then refused to translate. Finally, 
ait will a-ehwad.cit with cash in hand, someone translated 
All you assassins? the message: “Watch out for these guys, 


Six words: “Practice, % a a Sn a ak emist’s Recipe 


practice, practice; erent 


marksmanship, marksmanship.” | bins : Hadi a for Chocolate Chip 


Introduce yourself to your next-door neighbors, get 
a safety-deposit box, hide at least one secret thing Nase he ‘ookies 
somewhere in your apartment where no one will find it Multimission Ground 
within a few hours of looking, and keep receipts for all 
pizza deliveries. 

Always ask “FBI Agents” for proper ID, and call the 
number on the badge first before they give you a ride 
anywhere. 

Three words: “Buy a Mac.” 

lf you’re a young, attractive female who 
spends long hours alone in front of a com- 
puter monitor, e-mail me for a date. NOW! 

Always check strange prescription 
labels carefully — before, not after, con- 
suming the entire bottle in one sitting. pW 

Don’t screw your shrink, and avoid talking Vs =e 
to “hackers on vacation” in Third World countries. “~ 

Never FedEx beta software without removing the 
visible backdoor to your company’s ultra-secret net- 
work. 

Never write your password on the back of your 
own business card. 

If you find a gun with a silencer in your date’s coat 
pocket, remove the clip (and the one in the chamber) 
while they’re not looking. If it happens to be a blind 
first date on a CrissCraft in Mexico, just remove the 
chambered slug /nto your date, preferably between the 
eyes. 


catwalks. inp the astronauts. 
If diagnosed HIV-positive, Sey, Po ij 

get independent confirma- 

tion of same before impul- 

sively blowing your brains 


Systems Office 
(Mission Control), The following recipe for chocolate chip cookies recently appeared in 
at Propulsion Chemical & Engineering News (Jun 19, 1995, p. 100). 
Laboratory, It was attributed to Jeannene Ackerman of Witco Corp. 
NASA Ingredients: 
1. 532.35 cm gluten 
PF. 2. 4.9 cm? NaHCO? 
: 3. 4.9 cm? refined halite a 
4. 236.6 cm? partially hydrogenated tallow triglyceride 
5. 177.45 cm? crystalline C12H22011 
6. 177.45 cm® unrefined C12H22011 
7.4.9 cm? methyl ether of protocatechuic aldehyde 
8. Two calcium carbonate-encapsulated avian albumen- coated protein 
9. 473.2 cm® theobroma cacao 
10. 236.6 cm? de-encapsulated legume meats (sieve size #10) 


To a 2-L jacketed round reactor vessel (reactor #1) with an overall heat-transfer coeffi- 
cient of about 100 Btu/F-ft2-hr, add ingredients one, two, and three with constant agi- 
tation. In a second 2-L reactor vessel with a radial flow impeller operating at 100 
rpm, add ingredients four, five, six, and seven until the mixture is homogeneous. To 
reactor #2, add ingredient eight, followed by three equal portions of the homoge- 
neous mixture in reactor #1. Additionally, add ingredients nine and 10 slowly, with 
constant agitation. Care must be taken at this point in the reaction to control any 
temperature rise that may be the result of anexothermic reaction. Using a 
screw extrude attached to a #4 nodulizer, place the mixture piece-meal on 
a 3168S sheet (300 x 600 mm). Heat in a 460K oven for a period of time 
that is in agreement with Frank & Johnston’s first order rate expres- 
sion (see JACOS, 21, 55), or until golden brown. Once the reaction 
is complete, place the sheet on a 25 deg. C heat-transfer table, 
allowing the product to come to equilibrium. 
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“to his Web site. 
His “Visual Filter” is a pair of 
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Massachusetts Institute of 


if f you spend any time on the. 


Technology campus or sur- 
rounding environs, you might. __ 
come across ayather strange . 


individual ven what looks 
like a 19508 sci-fi space helmet 
and a bulky backpack and belt 


with a spaghetti-tangle of wires 
_ interconnecting everything. This 
would be Steve Mann, a graduate 


student at MIT’s Media Lab. 
Steve’s vision is to manipulate 
the way we look at the world by 
putting a technological buffer 
between the world and our eyes. 
He’s transmitting a continually 
updated version of what he sees 


video cameras that transmit 
images to two small video 
screens, one in front of each eye. 
This allows the wearer to view the 
world through the video lenses. 
Anybody who's not a total gad- 
get freak 
should be 
saying, _How 
completely 
stupid! You've 
got a set of 
eyes already.” 
While a pretty 
good case can 
be made that 
Steve is a 
wacko, there 
are some 
practical 
applications 
to the Visual 
Filter. It can 
be used as a 


Cip: / www Wy ‘ite. 


_ down, made into photo- nega- 


tool for ekoerinnnts in psychol " 
gy, because the input canbe 
manipulated, tumed upside _ 


tives and different color Pere 


cast the same i he’s: 
on to his Web site using a 
portable transmitter. 
Far from being an 
afterthought, the Web site is 
integral to the ideas behind the 
Visual Filter because, as Steve 
says, “another person can ‘view 
the world exactly as | do.” 
Buffering the visual realm with 
cameras has made it possible for 
people to share Steve’s visual 
perspective. What this translates 
to on the Web site is one huge 
page with eight black-and-white 
still images taken from the most 
recent video transmitted from 
the Webcam back to the Web 
server. This page could be subti- 
tled, “What Steve is doing right 
now.” Unfortunately, the size of 
the page makes for an extremely 
slow download, which has 
attracted the attention of Web 
critics. The site was added to 
Mirsky’s Worst of the Web 
(http://mirsky.turnpike.net/ 
wow!/Worst.html) last spring, 
and also was criticized for being 
technically elitist (it’s impractical 
to look at it if you don’t have a 
fast Internet connection and a 
decent amount of memory). 


stever/netcam. html 


_ Steve is not a one-trick pony, 

though, and there’s much more to this site than the - 

Wearable Webcam. You'll also find his thoughts regard- 

g synthetic Synesthesia. People afflicted with synesthesia _ 

have trouble distinguishing between their different senses, and 

may think they are hearing a color, for example. Steve thinks this 

sort of confusion, if artificially induced, has the potential to help : 

people who have a sense-related disability. For example, it could help. 

remap the sight of a blind person using his or her sense of smell. 

Another major theme on this site is surveillance and privacy. 

Steve seems to have found while wearing his Visual Filter that not 

everyone wants his or her picture up on his Web site. He draws a fine 

distinction between the overt observation of the Visual Filter — the fact 
that everyone can see the lenses and know they are being ‘viewed’ — __ 
and the semi-secret surveillance practiced by shops and governments. 

_ He gets almost poetic as he rails against “ceiling domes of wine-dark 


Steven Mann's Visual Filter lets us see exactly what 
he's see check out the Web site. 


opacity, ’ those security cameras hidden in 
smoked glass bubbles set into store ceilings. 
And he calls for the citizenry to fight back 
against them by “shooting back” with 

cameras and other Personal recording — 


equipment. 
While Steve's ideas and technology may seem 

pretty wacky, remember that he’s a scientist, and will be 

helping to determine the shape of the 

future. In 10 years, we may 

all be wearing Visual 

Filters, and fight- 


ing wars by 
taking Steve refers to himself, in his full techno-regalia, as a cyborg, 
pictures. W and fills the pages of his Web site with various theories about 


how humans should incorporate technology more closely into their 
everyday lives. One of his primary themes is wearable technology, an 
area of research shared by his colleagues at MIT. On the Wearable 
Computing Page (http://Ics. www.media.mit.edu/projects/wear- 
ables/), which is linked to the Webcam page, the philosophy behind 

wearable computing is explained: “A person's computer should be worn, 

much as eyeglasses or clothing are worn, and interact with the user based 
on the context of the situation.” 

The site has all sorts of practical information about building wearable 
computers, such as which components work well, and how 
much things will cost. And there is a surprising amount of 
equipment out there so anybody can lead a computer- 

assisted life. Of the four complete systems listed, most have 
a processor that hooks onto a belt, some kind of display 
which mounts on your head, and voice recognition capabil- 
ities that allow hands-free computing. Just as cellular 
phones are eroding the idea of the home-based phone, 
wearable computers may ultimately unchain us 


from our desks. 
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http://www.efn.org/~djz/ 


ALT, NET. HUMOR» 


y friend Deanna was out 
FS on the left coast recently, 
A. and since it’s been years 


since we ve had a chance to girl- 


talk face-tor face, we had a lot of 
catching up to do. As two single, 
around-30 women who have had 
their share of long- and short- 
term relationships that have 
sparked giddies so high that our 
coworkers threaten to kill us and 
lows so dramatic that it takes a 


| had to get 
Deanna’s 
picture in 
here... Meet 
Deanna on 
AOL; 
keyword: 
HOC. 
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the Path of 
Single Parenthood 


by Crystal Waters 


forklift to remove the cow poo- 
poo from our self-esteems, we 

had more than enough to talk 

about over our bottle of 


Chardonnay. Besides (perhaps in 
spite of) boy problems, one very 
interesting thing we discovered 
we now have in common is that 
we both know we want to be 
moms. 

And we ve both already 
come to. the conclusion that 
we're prepared to do this one 
thing, even if we have to be 
alone in the process, It’s true 
that single motherhood has at 
least come up the status ranks a 
notch now that the stigmatic 
title of “unwed other” has been 
removed, but devil's advocates 
have accused both of us of 
being selfish for want- 
ing to be single 
parents, espe- 
cially with 


yo com/readroom/spn/ 


birth/birthindex.html 


index.html 


http://www.usc.edu/hsc/info/ 


newman/resources/primer.html 


al Relationships 


the world population count being 

what it is. (Yes, keep track of it at 
http://sunsite,unc.edu/lunarbin/worldpop.) 

While we both would prefer the idealistic father figure 

who chooses to be 
involved in more than 
the climactic conception 
process, we also agree that 
to choose to be a parent, to 
make the vow of raising a 
child and loving it uncondi- 
tionally, is not only going. to be the hardest single thing we ll ever 
do, but also the most beautiful. 

This ‘talk led us*to the “biology lecture.” If you're an innie, 
you've probably gotten it; if you're an outtie, you've maybe given it. 
In any case, Deanna and | and other wornen I’ve known have heard 
variants on the theme: it’s a “subtle” form of break-up sign shrouded 
in pseudo-scientific terminology 
for which t could find no support- 
ive documentation online. It goes 
something like this: 

“Well, back in a 
cave-man days, ip Kc 
when survival of the ParentsP C.com 
fittest was the main impetus THE ; 
for sex... Well, the fact is, men 
are born with tons of sperm, 
and we have this biological 
imperative to spread our seed 
to as many mates as possible 
for the survival of human- 
kind... Women, on the other 
hand, usually can have only 
one baby every nine months 
blah blah’ blah.... so THAT'S why | want to see other women.” Uh*huh. 
Sure. There is no real logical reaction, besides maniacal laughter and 
thoughts of martial arts training. It’s no surprise that many of the 
devil s advocates have been these same cave men. 

So, where do we go from here? Well, with the help of sites 
such as Single Parenting in the Nineties (http://www. par- 
entsplace.com/readroom/spn/index.html) and Parents 
Place (http://www.parentsplace.com/) as starting 


There are tons of resources for couples 
and singles of every persuasion on the 
Web: Check out some of them in.the 
sidebar. 


http://www.cs.cmu.edu 
cs.cmu.edu/user/scotts/ 
domestic-partners/ — 
what-is-couple.htmi 


points for mom (and dad) advice, the path to single-mom- 
myhood should be a little smoother. But my prediction 
(maybe I’m projecting here) is that with all this 
biology roaming around, there must be a cypher- 
punk entrepreneur out there who could set up a 
database of willing participants and their biolog- 
ical, physical, and psychological attributes — 
they'd make a killing doling out fecundity. First 
Virtual Sperm Bank — safe, secure transactions with- 
out the lectures. None of the inconveniences of starting, 
maintaining, or ending a relationship. 

| may even be able to refer a few contributors. My check’s 
in the e-mail. W 


htt liwww.cs.cmu.edul 


http://www.parentsplace. 
com/ 


http://cornelius.ucsf-edul 
~troyer/safesex.html — 


http://www.netaxs.com/ 
~iris/infoweb/baby.html pub/men/ 
nofather/nodad. 
html#dad 


— CW 
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— LUCASARTS ENTERTAINMENT COMPANY PRESENTS THE DIG A DEEP SPACE ADVENTURE BY SEAN CLARK : > 


FRC AND MACINTOSH CD-ROM + NEARLY 200 LOCATIONS AND HUNDREDS OF PUZZLES: | 2. 


WITH ROBERT PRTRICH OF 12. THE VOICE OF BOSTON LOW DIALOGUE BY SCI-FI AUTHOR ORSON SCOTTCARD = 


SPECIAL EFFECTS BY INDUSTRIAL LIGHT & MAGIC * WINDOWS 95 COMPATIBLE * NOVEL AVAILABLE FROM WARNER BOOKS = 


= SOUNDTRACK AND DEMO ON ANGEL RECORDS » STRATEGY GUIDE AVAILABLE FROM INFOTAINMENT WORLD = 
~ + CHECH OUT THE DIG INTERACTIVE DEMO IN SELECT MAGRZINES AND RETAIL OUTLETS OR VISIT THE DIG HOMEPAGE AT http://www.tucasarts.com 
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QUARTERDECK 


Talk has hever been Sp 


ch fap 


Why type when you can talk? Quarterdeck WebPhone” brings your voice to the Internet by letting you use 
your PC just like a phone. You can call anywhere in the world for no more than what you’re already paying 
for your Internet connection. $50 or so (the price of two licenses) gets you unlimited talk. Call to find out 
more about WebPhone and other top-rated Internet products from Quarterdeck. 
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| can hardly contain myself and can’t wait to start receiving “The Mother 
of all Internet Magazines” — The Net. | want to subscribe to this version: 


C1 +The Net Super-Deluxe — 12 issues of The Net with the netPOWER 
CD-ROM disc every month for just $39.95. 7JGP9 


LC The Net Lite — 12 issues of The Net for just $24.95. 7JGH7 


Name 
Address 
City 


State Zip 
Payment Enclosed CL] Bill Me CL) 


The Net Super Deluxe — Canada: $US 53.95 (includes GST). Foreign: $US 63.95. Send foreign and Canada orders prepaid in US funds. 
The Net Lite — Canada: $US 38.95 (includes GST). Foreign: $US 48.95. Send foreign and Canada orders prepaid in US funds. 
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Gu a free Compu Serve membership hit and. Hy 


To take off, complete and mail this card, or call 1-800-487-4838. 


Name 

Address 

City, State Zip/Postal Code 
Day Phone Evening Phone 


C1 Windows (1 Mac CL} OS/2 CJ Other 


One free membership per household. New members only, please. > 
©1995 CompuServe Incorporated, an H&R Block Company. CompuServe 
NET 12/95 AN H&R BLOCK COMPANY 
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| can hardly contain myself and can’t wait to start receiving “The Mother 
of all Internet Magazines” — The Net. | want to subscribe to this version: 


1 The Net Super-Deluxe — 12 issues of The Net with the netPOWER 
CD-ROM disc every month for just $39.95. 4NKH6 


1 The Net Lite — 12 issues of The Net for just $24.95. 4N4C6 


Name 
Address 
City 


State Zip 
Payment Enclosed [] Bill Me [J 


The Net Super Deluxe — Canada: $US 53.95 (includes GST). Foreign: $US 63.95. Send foreign and Canada orders prepaid in US funds. 
The Net Lite — Canada: $US 38.95 (includes GST). Foreign: $US 48.95. Send foreign and Canada orders prepaid in US funds. 
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